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«< A tliMsuid bMdc, 



A thmuand handB, ten thousand tongues and voioaa 

Emplof *d at once in several acts of malice ! 

CUd mfin .n<Kt s taid with age^ vii|^ with shame, ' 

Late wives with loss of hnshands, mothers of childica^ 

Losing an grief in joy of his sad fall, 

^un qiute transported with their crudty !" 

* Beit Jovsok. 
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Hear, Land o* Crakes and britker Soots* 
Frae Maidenkirk to Jonny Groats^, 
If th^s a hole in a* your coat8» 

I rede ye tent it, 
A chid's amaag yoa takla' notes. 

An* ftith hell prait it. 

/ Bv&Uft 
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Jhora hien, diso el Curm, trMedme, senor kuStpedy aques^s 
libros^ que lot quiero ver. Que me place, respondi6 el, y en^ 
frandoy en su aposento, sac6 d^t una maUtitta vi^a cerrada 
ton una cadeniUa, y abrUndokty hall6 en eUa tres libros grandes 
y wnos papeles de muy buena letra escritos de mafio*— Don 
Quixote^ Fftrt I. Capitulo 33. 

It ifi mighty well^ said the priest ; pray^ landlord^ bring me 
those books^ for I have a mind to see them. With all my 
hearty answered the host; and^ going to his chamber^ he 
brought out a little old doke-bag^ with a padlock and chain to 
it^ and opening it^ he took out three large volumes^ and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character. — Jarvis's 
Translation. 
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Courteous Readeb, 

If ingratitude comprehendeth everj 
vice, surely so foul a stain worst of aU 
beseemeth him whose life has been de» 
voted to instructing youth in virtue 
and . in humane letters. Therefore 
have I chosen, in this prolegomen, to 

vox- 1, A 



unload my burden of thanks at thy 
feet, for the favour with which thou 
hast kindly entertained the Tales of 
ray Landlord. Certes, if thou hast 
chuckled over their facetious and fes- 
tivous descriptions, or hast had thy, 
mind , fulfilled .with . pleasure at the 
strange and pleasant turns of fortune 
which they record, verily, I have also 
siinpered when I beheld a second 'Stor y 
with atticks, that has arisen on the 
basis of my small domicile at Gander- 
cleugh, the walls having been afore- 
hand pronounced by Deacon Barrow 
to be capable of endMring «uch an ele- 
vation. Nor has it been without de- 
l^ation, that I have eDidued a^ new 
eoat^ (snuff-brown^ and with metal 
buttons), having all nether garments 
corresponding thereto. We do there- 
fore lie, in respect of each other, un- 
der a reciprocation of benefits, where- 
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«iio& ^olidy (in respect that a .new 
hovse and a new coat are better than 
« new t^e-imd an old song,) it is. meet 
4;hat my 'gratitude should beexpr^sed 
nvrith the louder voice and more pre- 
ponderating vehemence. And how 
should it be so expressed ?*-*Certainly 
not in words only, but in act and deed. 
It is with this sole purpose, and dis- 
t^laiming all ii^^ition of purcbaaing 
that pendicle or pofle of land called 
^e Garlineqcroft^ lyi^g adjacent to my 
^rden, and measuring seven acres, 

* - 

4hree*r0ods9 and. four perches, that I 
3iave committed to the eyes oi those 
^who thought well of the former tomes, 
4hese four additional volumes of the 
Tales of my LandlorcL Not the less, 
if Peter Prayfort be minded to sell the 
said pofle, it is at hifi own choice to 
say so ; and, perad venture, he may 
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meet with a purchaser : unless (^ntle 
reader) the pleasing pourtraictuies of 
Peter Fattieson, now given unto thee 
in particular^ and unto the |>ublic in 
general^ shall have lost their favour in 
thine eyes, whereof I am no way dis- 
trustful. And so much confidence do 
I reposQ in thy continued favour^ thi^ 
should thy lawful occasions call ; thee 
to the town of GandercleUgh, a place 
frequented by most at oine time or 
other in their lives, I will enrich thine 
eyes with a sight of those precious ma- 
nuscripts whence thou hast^t derived so 
much delectation, thy nose with a snuff 
from my mull, and thy palate with a 
dram from my bottle of strong waters5 
called by the learned of Gandercleugh, 
the Dominie's dribble of drink. 

It is there, O highly esteemed andbe« 
loved reader, thou wilt be able to bear 
testimony, through the medium of 



thine own senses, against the children 
of vanity,, who have sought to identify 
thj friend add servant with I know not 
what inditer of vain fables ; who hath 
cumbered the world with his devices, 
but shrunken from the responsibility 
thereof. Truly, this hath been well 
termed a generation hard of faith ; 
dihce what chn a man do to assert hi& 
property- in a printed tome, saving to 
put his name in the title-page thereof, 
with his description, or designation aa 
the lawyers term it, and place of abode 2 
Truly, I would have such sceptics re- 
member how they themselves would 
broiok to have their works asicribed to 
other,, tlieir names «id profcsioas im- 
puted as forgeries, and their very ex-^ 
tsteihce brbught into question ; even 
although, peradventure, it. may be it 
itf ' of little consequence to any but 
thenisdves^ not only whether they are 



living Of dead^ Irat €veii\i;i4ielher ihey 
ever lived or no. Yet have my nialigt^ 
ers carried their uncharitable cehsurea 
yet farther. 

These cavillers haVe Bofc only doubt-* 
ed mine identity, althoii^ tfaiK» plain*^ 
ly proved^ but they^ have impeached 
my vera^ty and the authenticity of my 
historical narratives ! Truly, I can only 
»ay in answer, that I have befen eaut^-^ 
ous in quoting mine authorities. It i& 
true^ indeed^ that if I had hearkeii^d 

4 

with only one ear, I might have rcH 
hean^ed my tale with more acceptaltioa$ 
from those who love to hear but hdM 
the truth. It 19, it may hap, not alto«« 
gether to the discredit of our kindly 
nation of Scotland, that we are apt te 
take an interest, warm, yeafpartiaJ^ in 
the deeds and sentiments of our fore« 
fathers. He whom his adversaries de^ 
S6rib6 as a perjured prelalist^ iadesiiraQa 



thiBtt'hkf predece^RsrorB should be lield 
modti^te in their poi^er, and- just iti 
theiriexecutibn of its privileges, wheni 
ttulyi> the unin^assioned peruser of 
the Annals of thei^e times shall deeni 
theni^ sanguinary, violent, and tyrannU 
cal. Agam, the representatives of th* 
sufibring 'non«<roiifbrmists desire that 
their ancestors^ the Cameronians; shall 
he represented' not simply as honeM; 
enthusiastsi oppressed for conscience- 
si^d, but persons of fine breediiig and 
valkmt heroes. Ti^uly, the historian c'an« 
not gratify these predilection^. He 
mxaP needs' describe the cavaliers k% 
pirond and high-«pifited,crueI,remorse- 
less,'atid' vindictive ; the sufiferihg par- 
ty ffi^ honoiiratdy tenaciouisi of their opi- 
nions^ ufcider' persecution ; their own 
tempers beingi' however,' sullen, fierce, 
and Yudei; ' their opinions absurd and 

e^tmtigs^tv mid iheir whole course cuT 
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Gonduct that pf persons 'whom, heller 
bore would better have suited than pro* 
secutions unto death for high-^treason« 
Natheless^ while such and so prepos* 
terous were the opinions on either 
side^ there were^ it cannot be doubted, 
men of virtue and worth on both, to 
entitle either party to claim merit from 
its martyrs. It has been demanded of 
me, Jedediah Cleishbotham, by what 
right I am entitled to constitute myself 
an impartial judge of their descrepan* 
cies of opinions, seeing (as it is stated) 
that I must necessarily have descended 
from one or other of the contending 
parties, and be, of course, w'edded for 
better or for worse, ^cording to the 
reasonable practice of Scotland,' to its 
dogmata or opinions,, and bound, as it 
were, by the tie matrimonial, or, : to 
speak without xaQtaphoTy ex Jure san^ 
guinis, to maintain them in preference 
to all others. 



Bat| Bodiing denying th,e Nationality 
of the rule^ which calls on all now li** 

4 

ving to rule their political ajid religious 
opinions by those of their great-grand- 
fathers^ and inevitable as seems the 
one or the other horn of the dilemma 
betwixt which my adversaries conceive 
they have pinned me to the wall, I yet 
spy some means of refuge, and claim a 
privilege to write and speak of both 
parties with impartiality. . For, O ye 
powers of logic ! when the prelatists 
and presbyterians of old times went 
together by the ears in this unlucky 
country, my ancestor (venerated be his 
memory !) was one of the people called 
Quakers^ and suffered severe handling 
f^om either side, even to the extenua- 
tion of his purse and the incarceration 
of his person. 

Craving thy pardon, gentle Reader, 
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for these few words coiifeferniiig me «id 
mine, I rest^ a» above expressed^ thy 
sure and obligated frietld^ ' 

tkU la tfAprU, 181S. 
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HEART OP MID-LOTHIAN. 



CHAPTER I. 



Being Jnlroductary. 



So, down thy hill^ romantic Ashbourn^ glides 
Hie Derby dilly^ carrying six insides. 

Fkexk. 

Ths times have changed in nothing mare 
(we follow as we were wont the manuscript 
of Peter Pattieson^) thsm in the rapid con* 
veyance of inteUigence and communication 
betwixt one part of Scotland and another. 
It is not above twenty or thirty years, ac- 
cording to the evidence of many creditable 
witnesses now alive, since a little miserable 
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horse-cart» performiog with difficulty a jour* 
ney of thirty milesperdiemf carried our mails 
from the capital of Scotland to its extremi- 
ty« Nor was Scotland much more deficient 
in theseracoommodationsy than* our richer 
sister had been about eighty years before 
Fielding, in his Tom- Jones, and Farquhar^ 
in a little farce caUed the Stage-Coach, 
have ridiculed the slowness of these vehi- 
cles of-publie accommodation. According 
to the latter authority, the- highest bribe 
could only induce the. coachman to pro- 
mise to anticipate by half an hour the 
usual time of his arrival at ihe Bull and 
Moutlw . ■' ^ 

But in i)oth countries these ancient, slow,, 
and sure modes of odaveyance are n^w 
alike unknown ; maikcoacfa races against 
XMiUcoBcd^ and h%h* flyer against bigb- 
Jyer,, tfaroug^^ the most remote districts cxf 
BritMU And i in our village alone, three 
{>ost^coaches, and four coaches vpith men 
armfMl, and in scariet cassocks^ tbund^ 
thtough the streets each 'day, and rival in 
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brilUiuicf andnoisei the invd*ttbiv/af' the 
celebrated tj^rtfitty 

Itemifer, 9«s mviiiit ef npn irmUibtkJkbiem, 
Mr^ et comifedum pdgUy nmniarai^ equoruniu 

♦ « 

Now a^d jtheiiy to eomplete the reseim 
blaocet' and to correct the presumption of 
the venturous dmioteens^ it does happen 
that the careerof these dashing rivab of SUU 
moneas meets with as undesirable and vio4 
lent a terniinatioQ as that of their proton 
t)rpe. It is: upon such occasions that the 
lasides and Outsrides, toi use the iqppxo* 
priftte i^hieular phrases^ have teteon ta 
rae the ^Bchaage af the- alow and safe md^ 
tion of <be aocleht Xly-icoaches^ wMcb^ 
compared with the chariots of Mr Fklmer^ 
so ill deserve the name* The anciefit Ytr 
hide used to settle quietly do^n« like a 
ship scuttled, attd left to sink by the gfis. 
dual influx of the watersf, while the modem 
is smashed to pieces with the veloci^ of 
the same vessel hurled against breakers^ or 



latheTi with the fiiry of a bomb l>iif$jbtog at 
the conclusion of its career through the 
ain The late ingenious Mr Pennant, whose 
humour it was to set his* ^K^e in stem' op- 
position td these speedy conveyances^ had 
collected, I. have heard, a formidable list 
of such casualties, which,, joined to the im- 
position of innkeepers, whose charges the 
passenger has no time to dispute ;,Jjbe>sau- 
ciness of the coachman^ and the unoon^ 
trouled and despotic authority of the tyt 
rant called the Guard^:held forth a picture 
of horror^* to which murder, thef^ ftaud, 
and peculation lent all theh^ dark colour? 
ing. But diat. which' gratifies €he impf^ 
tience of the human . dispositakm wiU be 
practised in the teeth of danger, and in.dciT 
fiance of > admcHiition ; and, in dei^ite" of 
the Cambrian. Antiquary, ISJOaii^coacbes. not 
only roll thcSr thunders round the base of 
Pehmen-Manr esad Cader-Ediiis, but 



Frighted Sldddaw hears afar 
The rattlJBg of the uni^ythed car. 



* -• 



THS RBART OP Mll>^LOMlAN. 17 

And perhaps the echoes of Ben-Nevis may 
soon be awakened by the bugle, not t^f a 
warlike chieftain, but of the guard of a 
mail-coach. 

It was a fine summer day, and our little 
school had obtained a half holiday by the 
intercession of a good-humoured visitor.^ 
I expected by the coach a new number of 
an interesting periodical publication, and 
Walked forward on the highway to meet it, 
with the impatience which Cowper has de- 
scribed as actuating the resident in the 
country wheri longing for intelligence from 
the mart of news : 



** The grand debate^ 



The popular haranguei— the tart reply,-— 
The logic/ and the wisdom, and the wit^ 
And the loud laugh^— I long to know them ali^^;— • 
I burn to set the imprisoned wranglers free^ 
And give them voice and utterance again." 

It was with such feelings that I eyed the 



* His Honour Gilbert Goslinn of Gandercleugh ; for 
I love to be precise in matters of importance.— J. C> 



18 TAiaS-aVrMT ILMXiDWKB^ 

approlbcfa^f the insw coaqb^latdy ^stabKsk* 
ed on 0ur road, atid known by the name 
of the Somerset, which, to say trath^ po6r 
sesses some interest for me» even when it 
conveys no such impoiliant information* 
The distant tremulous sound of its wheels 
was h^ard just as* I gained the summit of 
the gentle asc^ent^ called^ the Go9Un*br9e^ 
from which you command an extepsiveview 
down the valley of the river Ganden The 
public road> which coQiesupthe side of that 
stream, and cro^ea it at a bridge .about^a 
quarter of a mile from the place where I 
was standing,, runs partly through enelc^ 
sures and plantations, and partly through 
open pasture land. It is a childish amuse* 
ment perhaps,«^but my life has been spent 
with children/ and why should not my plea- 
sures be like theirs F^-'-'childiish as it is thenj, 
I must own I have had great pleasure in 
watching the approach of the carriage, 
where the openings of the road permit it to 
be seen. The gay glancing of the equi* 
page, its diminished and toy-like appear^ 
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ancfe «t a distance^ contrasted ti^ith' the 
rapidity of its ffiotion, its appearance and 
disappearance at intervals, and the pro-^ 
gre^vely increasing sounds that announce 
its nearer appspacb^ -have all to the idie< 
and listless spfeetator^ vrho has nothkigi 
ibore impor&nt to attend to, somethings 
of awakening interest. The ridicule may^ 
attach to me, which is fiung' upon many^ 
an honest cti^keen, who watehes fil'om^ the 
windo^p^ of bis TiUa the passage of the 
stage^cdach ;, but it isa^efy Natural source 
of amusemelit ntotmtfastandii^, and many 
of those who join in ihe laugh are perhaps 
not itnused io practise it ia secret. 

Otfi the present occasion, however, fate 
had decreed that I should^ not enjoy the 
consuttmatiod of the amusement, by see» 
ing l^e ooadV rattle past me as I sat on the 
tu riyi itfliA 'bearing the hoarse gf ating voted 
of tJbe guard as he^slummed (brth for my 
grasp ' the ^^ expected packet, without the 
carriage cheeking it^coitr»e for an instants 
I had- seeo' the vehicle tbimdes down the 
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hilt thkt leads to the bridge with man than 
its usual impetuosiity, glitterhig all the while 
by flashes from a cloudy tabernacle of the 
dust which it bad raised, and leaving a traiti 
behind it on the road resembling a wreath 
of summer mist. But it did not appear on 
the top of the nearer bank within the usual 
space of three minutes, which frequent ob- 
servation had enabled me to ascertain was 
the medium time for crossing the bridge 
and mounting the ascent. When d<mble 
that space had elapsed, I became alarmed, 
and walked faa^y forward. As I came in 
sight of the bridge, the cause of delay was 
too manifest, for the Somerset had made 
a summerset, in good earnest, and over- 
turned so completely, that it was literally 
resting upon the ground, with the roof un* 
dermost, and the four wheels in the air. 
The ^' exertions of the g^ard abd'«eo0fch^ 
Vian^" both of whomi were grattfuily cbm» 
memorated in.the newspapers, having suc- 
ceeded in disentangling the horses by ciut^ 
ting the iiarnesfi^ were how proceedibg t« 



extricate the.iMi^ by a sort of sum- 
mary and Csesarean process of delivdry, for- 
cing the hinges from one of the doors which 
they could not open otherwise. In this man- 
ner were two disconsolate damsels set at 
liberty from the '^omb of the leathern coa«- 
veniency. As they immediately began to 
settle their clothe8» which were a little de« 
rangedf as may be pre^ugiedy I (concluded 
tliey had received; fio iqjury, and did n<^ 
venture ' to obtrqde my services^ at their 
^ilette, for whichi. I understand, I have 
unce been reflected upon by the fair suffer- 
ers. The tmAsid&fi who. fpust have been 
discharged from their eli^vated situation by 
a shock resembling the springing of a mine;, 
escaped, nevertheless, with the usual allow- 
ance of scratches and bruises,' excepting 
three, who, having been pitched into the 
rivef Gander, were dimly .seen contending 
vitfa the tide, .like the reliques of JEneas's 
ihipwreck,-— 

Kufi apparent narUes in gurgite voii^i 
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• I iapi^idd mj pow ^^rttons where they • 
seemed to WfiiosC- needed, and, with the 
assistance of one or two of the cempany 
who" had escaped unhurt, easily succeeded 
in fishing out twt^of the unfortunate pad* 
isie»gers§ Who were^stout toJtive young fA* 
fows ; and. hut #br the preposterous length 
of their great* coats^ and the equally fashion*- 
kble'te(itude<and longitude of their W^- 
^lingtoti trowsecs^ weiild have required tittle 
^siiistabce irom any one. Th^ third was 
ittckly and elderly^ and might have perished 
%at for th6 efforts used to {>resei¥e him. 
^- When the two great^coaied gentlemnea. 
iiaA extricated themsdyes from the ti ver, 
<and shaken thek ears like huge water-dogs^ 
^violent altercation ensued betwixt them 
'and ;the coachman and gaard9 concermng 
'the cause of their overthrow. In' the course 
<^f the 8<|uabble, I observed that both »iy 
new acquaintances belonged to the laW> 
and that their professional i^arpness .was 
like to prove an overmatch for the surly 
and official tone of the guardians of the 



Icicle. ^' The dkf|Mte ended in the ig^afd 
^suraig'the paBsengem that they. should 
have HKats 4fi a heavy coach which would 
pas!i4hai ^pot in less thanhajf a» hbur^ pro* 
vidffig if WHS M>t ful|«: CShstnoe seemed tofa* 
fokrtbis«rrangetiient> ibr when the expect- 
M^ vehidewri ved there were only twoplaces 
eteiipied in a. carriage which ptofessed to 
ttattf^it.^ The two ladies who hadb^ea dis« 
kiterred out of the fallen vehicle ^were readi* 
fy admitted, but' positive objections were 
staled by those previously in possession to 
the. admittance of the two Uwyers, whose 
wetted garments being much' of ^t^e nature 
of welLsoaked spunges, > there < was every 
feason to believe they would refund a.con« 
riderable part of the wat^ they had col* 
ieetedy.ttf the tnconvenience jof4beir.feUow^ 
jpassebgers. On ' the other band, >tfae law*' 
yers rejected a seat <hi the rbiofy ailfsgihg 
that they had t^nly taken that station for 
pleasure for one stage, but were entitled 
ip all respects to free egress and regress 
from the interior, to which their contract 
positively refenred. After some aUerca- 
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two, m which sometiiiBg was said upom 
the edict NeaOa mapones stabukmi, the 
coach went ofl^ leaving the learned gentle- 
men to alride by their action of daniages. 

They immedijitely applied to me to guide 
aiem; to the next village and the best inn $ 
and from the account I gave them of the 
Wallace-head, declared they were ,miich 
better pleased to stop there than to go for- 
ward npon the terms irf Aat impudent 
scoundrel the guard of the Somerset AH 
<hat they now wsuated was a lad to CMiy 
their travelling bags, who was easily pro* 
ciwfcd from an adjoining cottage } and they 
prepared to walk forward, when they found 
there was another .passenger in the same 
deserted situation with themselves. This 
was the elderly and siejcly-looking person, 
who had been precipitated into the river 
filong with the two young lawyers; He, it 
seems, had been too modest to push his 
own plea against the coachman when he 
saw that of his betters rejected, and now 
remained behind with a look of timid an- 
xiety, plainly iatimating that he was de« 
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ficient in those means of recommendation 
which ar$^ necessary passports to the hospi* 
tality of an inn. 

I ventured to call the attention of the 
two dashing young blades, for such they 
seemed, to the desolate condition of their 
fellow-traveller. They took the hint with 
ready geed-nature. 

<« O tame, Mr Dunover," said one of the 
youngsters, <' you must not remain on the 
pav6 here^ you must go and have some 
^nner with us-— Halkit and I must have 
a post-chiase to go on, at all events, and 
we will set you d^wn wherever suits you 
best.'* 

Thepoor man, for snch bis dress, as well 
as his diffidence, bespoke him, made the 
sort of acknowledgmg bow by which says 
a Scotchman, h It's too much honour for 
the like of me j'' and foUoWed humbly be- 
hind his gay patrons, till three besprinkling 
the dusty road as they walked along with 
the oKMSture of their drenched garmedts, 
and exhibiting the singular and somewhat 

VOL. I, B 
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ridiculous appearatice of three persons suf^ 
fering from the opposite eKtreipe of hunudi<«> 
ty, while the suiymer sun w» at its hdght^ 
and every thing else around them had the ex- 
pression- of heat and drought. The ridicule 
did not escape the youpg gentlemen them* 
selves* and they had nade what might be re-^ 
ceived as one or two tolerable jests on the 
subject before they had advanced far on 
their peregrination. 

*« We cannot complain, like Cowley,** 
said one of them» *^ that Gideon's fleece 
remains dry, while all around is moist^ 
this is the .rjevenfe of the minicle." 

** We ought to be received with gratitude 
in this .good town; we bring a supply of 
what they seem to need most/' said Halkit 

" And distribute it with unpai alleled ge. 
nerosity ,'^ replied his companion ; ^^ perform- 
ing the part of three water-caits for tlie be- 
nefit of their dusty roads/' 

<^ We come before them too/' ^ssid Hal- 
kit,. ** in full professional force-<-counsel 
and agent"— 

<< And client," said the young a<}vocate, 
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)(K>kitig betiind him. And then added, 
lowering his voice, << thtit looks as if he had 
kept such duogeraus company too long." 

ICwas, indeed, too true, that the humble 
follower, of the gay young men had the 
tbread;bare a{^earance of . a worn*oqt liti- 
gant, andla>uld not but smile at the oon* 
cdt, tiKMigh anxious, to conceal, my mirth 
from the object of it. 

When we>^rived at the Wallace InDj the 
elder of the £dinbufgh gentlemen, and 
whom I. understood to be a barrister, in* 
fiisted that I should remain and tiake part 
of their dinner ; and their :enquiries apd 
demands 3pe;edily :pttt m^ landlord and his 
whole iamily in motion to >pi:Qduce the 
best cben whic^ the. larder /andvcellar ^ 
fordedrSfid proceed to cook 'it to the best 
advanti^ge, a science ; in which our enter* 
tainers seemed to be admirably skilled. In 
other respects, they were lively young men 
in the hey-day of youth ^md good spirits, 
playing the part which is common to the 



28 TAfLES OP MT hA»T>LOKD. 

higher classes of the law at Edinburgh, atitl 
"which nearly resembles that of the young 
templars in the days of Steele and Addison. 
An air of giddy gaiety mingled with the 
good sensct taste, and information which 
their conversation exhibited ; and it seem* 
ed to be their object to unite the charac- 
ter of men of fashion and lovers of the po- 
lite arts. A fine gentleman, bred up iii 
the thorough idleness and inanity >of pur- 
suit,' which I understand is absolutely ne- 
•cessary to the character in perfection, might 
in all probability have traced a tinge of pra- 
fessional pedantry which marked the bani- 
ster in spite of his efforts, and something of 
active bustle in his companion, and wouM 
certainly have detected ilnore timn a ia- 
shionable mixture of infonnation and ani« 
mated interest in the language of both. 
But to me, who had no pretensions to 
be BO critical, my companions seemed to 
form a very happy mixture of good breed- 
ing ^nd liberal information, with a^is|)08i. 
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tioa to lively rattle» pun, an4 jest, amusing 
to a^grave oiaD, because it is what he hiin^ 
self can least easily command. 

The thin * pale-faced man, whom their 
good nature had brought into their society, 
look^ out of place, as well as out of spi* 
rits J sate oq the edge of fats seat> and kept^ 
the chair at two feet distance from the ta- 
Ue 4 thus incommoding himself consider- 
ably in conveying the victuals to his mouth, 
as if by way of penance for partaking of: 
th^m in the company of his superiors. A 
short time after dinner, declining alt en- 
treaty to partake of the. wine, which circu* . 
lat^ fteely rouqd, he informed himself of 
the hour when the chaise had been ordered 
td attend ; and saying, he wouM be in rea- 
diness, modestly withdrew from the apart*^ 
ment* 

. ^^ Jack," said the barrister to his com- 
panion, ^' X remember that poor fellow's 
face } you spoke more truly than you were 
aware of} he really is one of my clieuts, 
gtoor inan.'' 



^ Rior ma»r echoed Halkit—** 1 su]^ 
pos6 you m^ait he is your cue iaind^ <);»iy 
client/' 

, ••Thttt^s^notmy fafulti Jack/ repliesa the 
other^ whc^ rmnt I ditoov^ed was- Har* 
die, ** You are to give me ali your bmA\ 
ness, you^kn^w y ai>d M*yoi]>HaVe tione, ihe 
leatoed' getitlemiEltl here knows hdehing <:ati 
cotiieofiiothitfg;^ « 

<* You seem to hav« broKght 90m0thii)g 
to noting ti)ough^ in the case of that ho« 
nest man* He looks- as if he were just- 
about to honocir with his residence > the 

HlfiAR'P OF MlD*LorBlA^i" 

<< You are mistiikefti^he is^ juBt d&Hv^red 
from if^^-H)ur fri«fnd here looks for anf cfx*- 
plUttationv Pray, Mr P&ttieson, haveyOd- 
been in Edinburgh ^' 

I answered in the affirmative. . 

<* Then you must have passed, occasion^- 
ally at leasts thoii^ pfobably not so fkith^ 
fdlly ast I am doomed to do, through a nar* 
row intricate passi^ei leading out ,of ^ 
north* west comer of the Parliament^square^ 
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«nd passing by a high and antique buildiogt 

with turrets and iron gratesi . 

• 

Making good the taying odd, 

Near the dmrchand far from God"— 

Mr Halkit broke in apon his learned 
counself to contribute his tnoiety to the rid* 
die— << Havii^ at the door tiie sign of the 
Red Man*" — :. 

<< And being on the whole^*^ remlmed the 
counseUor, interrupting his friend in. hi^ 
tum^ ^ a sort of place ^here misfortune ia 
happily confounded with guilt, where all 
who are in wish to get out ".i ■ 

<^ And where none who have the good 
luck to be out wish to get in,** added hia 
companion^ 

^ I conceive you« gentlemen^'' replied I ^ 
«* you mean the prison/* 

•* The prison^** added the young kwyei>— 
•« You have hit it— the very reverend Tol* 
booth itself; and let me tell you, you are 
obliged to us for describing it with so- muck 
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modesty and brevity j for ^vitb whatever amv 
plifications we might have chosen to deco- 
rate the subject, you lay entirely at our mer- 
cy^ since the Fathers Conscript of our city 
have decreed, that the venerable edifice it* 
self shall not remain in existence to confirm 
or to confute «s.*^ 

'< Then the'ToIbooth of Edinburgh is 
(ifalled the Heart of Mid-Lothian f* said L 

•* So termed and reputed, I assure you.** 

<« I think;^ said 1, with the bashful difli- 
dence with which a roan lets slip a pun ii^ 
presence of his superiors, '* the metropoli- 
tan county may, in that case, be said ta 
have a sad heart'* 

<« Right as my glove, Mr Pbttieson,'* add* 
ed Mr Hardie ; ^^ and a close heart, andi 
a hard heart— Keep it up, Jaclc." 
, " And a wi<;ked heart, and a poor heart,** 
answered Halkit, doing his best. 

** And yet it may be called ki some sort 
a strong heart, and a high heart,'' rejoined* 
the advocate. ^< You see I can put you». 
both out of heart'' 
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<< I have played all my hearts,** said the 
younger gentlenaan. 

" Thea we'll have another lead/' answerr 
ed his companion. — ^* And as to the old 
and condemned Tolbooth, what pity the^ 
same honour cannot be done to it as has 
been done to many of its inmates. Why. 
should not the Tolbooth have its > Last 
Speech, Confession, and Dying Words? 
The old stones would be just as conscious 
of the honour, as many a poor devil who has: 
dangled like a tassel at the west end of it^ 
while the hawkers were shouting a confes-^ 
sion the ciAprit had never heard of;" 

<< I am afraid," said J, << if I might pre« 
sum« to give my opinion, it would be a tale 
of unvaried sorrow and guilt." : 

^< Not entirely, .my^ friend," said Hardie ;.; 
*^ a prison is a world within itself, and has- 
its own business, griefs, and joys peculiar, 
to its circle* Its inmates are sometime^ 
short-lived, but so are. scddiers on service> 
they are poor relatively to the world with^ 
«ut^^but there are degrees of wealth and^. 
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poverty amoi^g th^m» and so some are re« 
latively rich also. They cannot stir abroad^ 
but neither can the garrison of a besieged 
forty or the crew of a ship at sea ; and they 
are not under a dispensation quite so des- 
perate as either, for they may have as much 
food as they have money to buy, and are 
not obliged to work whether they have 
food or nof 

« But what variety of incident," said I, 
(not without a secret view to my present 
tfsk), ^^ could possibly be derived from 
such a work as you are pleased to talk of ?^ 

•* Infinite,^ replied the young advocate. 

*« Whatever of guilt, crime, imposture, folly, 

unheard-of misfortunes^ and unlooked-for 

change of fcirtune, can be found to chequer 

life, my Last Speech of the Tolbooth should 

illustrate with examples sufficient to goi^e 

even the public's all-devdurtng appetite for 

the wonderful and horrible. The inventor 

of fictitious narratives has to rack his brains 

for means to diversify his tale, and after all 

can hardly hit upon characters or incidents 

10 
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which have not belated agam and agaib». 
until they are femffiafr to the eje df the read- 
er, so thatth^ develbpementy enlevement^ the 
desperate wound of which the hero never 
diea, the burning fever from which the he- 
roine is^sure to recover, become a mere 
natter of eourse^ I join with my honest 
friend Crabbe, and have an uniticky pro- 
pensity to hope when hope is lost, and to* 
rely upon the cork-jacket, which carries the 
heroes of romance safe through all the bil 
lows of affiction.^ He then declaimed the 
following passage, rather with too mucbi 
than too little emphasis t. 



** Much have I fear'd^ but am no more afraid;. 

When some chaste beauty, by some wretch betray'd;. 

la drawn away with such distracted' speed,. 

That she anticipates a -dreadful deed.. 

Not 80 do I—- Let solid walla impound 

The captive fair,.and dig: a moat around^; 

Let there be brazen locks and bars of steel, 

And keepers crvel» such as never feel ; 

With not a single note the purse supply,. 

And when she begs, letmenand.maids deny.;; 
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Be windows tliere from wliioh she dares not faD» 
And help so dista|it» tU in vain to>caU ;; 
Still means of freedom wiH some Poiter devise».^ 
And from the bafled ra$an snatch his prize/' 



^ The end of uncertainty^? he concla^ 
dedy ** ia the death of uiterest^and hence it 
happens, that no.one now reads novels J* 

** Sear him, ye. gods I" returned his com^ 
panion, << I assure you^ Mr Pattieson, you^ 
will hardly visit this learned gentlemiant but 
you are likely to find the new novel most^ 
in Vj^mte lying.oahis table^snugly intrench'^. 
ed, however, beneath Stair's Ifistitutes, oCr 
an open volume of Morrison's Decisions." 

*♦ l)o I deny it ?" said the hopeful juris-; 
consult^ ^* or wherefore should I^ since it h 
weU known these Dalilahs seduce my wiSer? 
and my bettei:s ? M^ they not be found 
lurking amidst the multiplied memorials of 
our most distinguished counsel, and even 
peeping from under the cushion of a judge's 
arm-chair ? Our seniors at the bar, withiQ 
the bar,^,aod even on the bench, read aor. 
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vels, and^ if not belied, some of them havt 
written novels into^the bai^n. I. only saj^ 
t}iat 1 read from habit and from indolence^ 
not from real interest y that>. like Ancient 
Pistol devouring his leek,, I read and sweai^ 
till I get to the end: of the narrative. But. 
not so in the real records of human vaga^ 
ries— not so in the State-trials, or in the 
^pqks of Adjournal^ where every now and 
then y^u, rcNad new pages of the humaa 
heart, and turns of fortune far beyond 
what the boldest novelist ever attempted 
to produce from the coinage of his brain.'' 

*^ And, fpr, sufh, narratives," I asked» 
*^ youusupgose the Histoiy of the Prison o£ 
^dfeburgh naight affprd appropriate mate:^ 
xiils?? 

<< I]i,a d^ree unusuaUy ample, my deae« 
sir," said I{^rdier— ^^ fill your glass, how^ 
ever, in the meanwhile.. Was it. not for, 
many years tbei^ pl^ce in which the Scottish, 
parliam^ont met ? Was it not James's place 
of refuge, when the mob, inflamed by a se* 
^^Qus preacher, brokje forth on bun with> 
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Ae crie9t>f ** The swoid of the Jjoardrnd ot 
Gideon<^^iiiig fer& the wicked Hainan 1^ 
Sincethat time how many hearts have thrdl^ 
bed within these waUs^ as thetollibg of the 
neighbouring bell announced to them hisw 
fast the sands of their life were ebbing ^ 
how many must have sunk at the sounds— ^ 
how many were supgetted by stubborn 
pride and dogged resolution — how mair^ 
by the consolation of religicm I Have there 
not been some» who, looking back on the 
motives of their crimes, were searce aUe ta 
understand how they should have had sucb 
temptation as Uf seduce them from virtue ?- 
and have there not, perhaps, been others^, 
who, sensible of their innocence, weredi» 
vided between indignation at the undep 
served doom which they were to undergo^ 
consciousness that they had not deserved 
it, and racking anxiety to discover some way 
in which they might yet vindicate them- 
selves ? Do you suppose any of these deep^ 
powerful, and agitating feelings can be re- 
corded and perused Iff ithout exciting a 
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jrespooding depth of dbep, poweiful; and- 
agitiAing interest f— O ! do but ivait tilt I 
publish die Gmtf^ Cekhte^ of Caledonia^ 
8Dd ^^Mi will find no want (^ a novel or a 
tragedy tot some time to come. The true 
tbing Witt triumph over the brigbtesfe in» 
ventiofts of the most ardent imagination* 
Magna est^tmfMetprtevalebkJ' 

*< I have underst^od^'' said I^ encouraged 
by j^e aikbility of my rattling entertainer, 
^ that less of this interest must attach to 
jScottish jurisprudence than to that of any 
other coiiutry. The general morality of 
our people, their sober and prudent ha« 
bits'*— 

** Secure them^" said the barrister, "against 
any great increase of professional thieves and 
depredators^ but not against wild and way* 
ward starts^ of fan<^ and passion, producing 
crimes of an extraordinary description, 
which are precisely those to the detail of 
which we listen with thrilling interest. Eng- 
land has been .much longer a highly civi- 
lized couiitiy J her suttjects have been very 



• *' 
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strictly amenable talaws administered witb«. 
out fear or favour^ a^ complete idi vision bC? 
labour has taken. place among her subjects, 
apd the veiy thieves and robbers form a* 
distinct class^ in society, subdivided among; 
themselves according to thQ subject of thdf 
depredations, and the mode in vhich they,- 
carry them on, acting upon r.egular habitSr, 
and principles;, which can be calcul{ited 
and anticipated at Bow-Street| Hatton-GaJF^: 
den, OF the 01d-Bailey» Our sister king- 
dom is like a. cultivated field,;— the farmer, 
expects that, in spite of all bis care, a cer-. 
tain number of weeds will rise with the 
corn, and can tell, you before hand^heicv 
namea and appearance. But Scotland is 
like one of her own Highland glens, and- 
tiie moralist who reads the records of her^ 
criminal Jprisprudence, will find as many^ 
curious anomalous facts^in the history of, 
floind, as the bptamst will detect rar^^ speci- 
mens, among her. dingles and cliffs." 

<< And that's all the good you haye^ 
#btaijDed,from th^ee pierusalsof th|S.Poia<e* 
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nentaries oq Scotch Criminal Jurispru- 
dence ?^ said his companion. ^* I suppose 
the learned author very little thinks that 
the f^cts which hia erudition and acutenesa 
have accumulated for the illustration of le- 
gal doctrines, might be so arranged a§ ta 
form a sort of affpendix to the halM)ound 
and slip-shod volumes of the circulating li« 

brary,r 

•^ ril bet you a pint of claret^** s^id the 
elder lawyer, << that he will not feel sore at 
the comparison. But as we say at the bar,. 
* I beg I may not be interrupted ;;' I have, 
much more to say upon* my Scottish coUec-* 
tion of Causes Celehres. You will please* 
recollect the scope and motive. given for 
tbe contrivance and execution of many ex- 
traordkary and dating crimes, by the long 
civil dissentiona of Scotland—by the here- 
ditary jurisdictions, which^ until 1748, vest- 
ed the investigation of cdmesin judges, ig«, 
norant, partial, or interested— ^by the habits 
of the gentry, shut up in their distant and 
solitary mansion-houses, pursing their re? 
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vengeful passions just to keep their blood 
from stagnating-— not to mention that 
amiable national qualification^ called tlie 
perfgrmdum ingenium Sootarum, which our 
lawyers join in alledging as a reason for the 
severity of some of our enactments. When 
I come to U*eat of matters so mysterioosi 
deep, and dangerous^ as these circumstances 
have given rise to, the blood of each rea*der 
shall be curdled, and his epidermis crisped 
into goose skin.-^But 'st— here comes the 
landlord, with tidings, I suppose, that tibe 
chaise is ready.** 

It was no such thing-~the tidings bore^ 
that no chaise could be had this evenings 
for Sir Peter Plyem had earned forward m^ 
Iandlord*is two pair of horses that morning 
to the andent royal borough of Bubble^ 
burgh, to look after his interest there. But 
as Bubbleburgh is only one of a set of five 
boroughs which club their shares for a: 
member cS parliament^ Sir Peter's adverKu 
ry had judiciously watched his departure 
In order to commence a canvass in tiie m> 



leai rofal: borough of Bitem, which, as all 
the world knows, lies^ at the very termina* 
tion of Sir Peter's avenue, and has been 
held la kading strings by him and his ances* 
tors for time imiMlnMial. Now Sir Peter 
was thus placed in the situation of an am* 
bitioud monarchi who, after having com^- 
menced' a daring- inroads into bis enemies 
temtoriea, is suddenly recalled by^ an inva« 
sioii of his own heredttaiy dominions. He 
was obliged in consequence to return from 
the httlf'^woii borough of J^bbleburgh, to 
look after the half-lost borough of Bitem^ 
and the two pair of horses which had car- 
ried him that motatng to Bubbleburgh, 
were now forcibly dtstained to transport 
him, his agents bis valet, his jester, and 
bia hard*dri»ker, across the country to Bi- 
tem. Thecanseof this detention, which to 
me was of as little consequence as k may 
be to the reader, was important enough to 
roy^companions to reconcile them with th^ 
delay. Like eagles, they smelled the battle 
a&r off, oidered a misgnum of claret and 
beds at the Wallace, and entered at foil «a- 
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r$er into the Bubblel)urgh and ffiten poli--- 
tics, with all the probable ^^ petitions and 
cpmplaints" to which they were likely: to 
give rise* 

, In the midst of an apxiQas^ animated^ 
and) to me, most unintelligible discuasioii/ 
concerning provosts, baillies, deacons^ tsets 
of boroughs, leets, town-alerks, fourge$de»> 
resident and non-resident, all of a sudden 
the lawyer recollected himselC ^' Poor 
Dunover, we must not forget him;'' asid.' 
the landlord was dispatched in quest of the* 
ptmvre kawt^ux^ with an earnestly civil iiw 
idtation to. him fw ^t rest of the evening*, 
]^ could not help asking the yowg gentle- 
men if they knew the history of ihi^ poQf 
man, and thecounsellor applied himself to. 
his pock;et tO: recover the memorial or briefs 
from which he had stated his eause* 

/< He has been a, candidate for our remer- 
dium ntmrc^nky said Mr Hardie, *^ com*: 
monly called a eesm banorum. As thefe 
are divines who have doubted the ete^nity^ 
of future punishments, so the Scotch la^v- 
yei:a seem t&Jia vie thought that tile erime 
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^f poverty might be atotied for by some- 
thing short of perpetual imprisonment. Af- 
ter a month's confinement, you must kno^^, 
he is entitled, on a sufficient statement to 
our supreme court, setting forth the amount 
of his funds, and the nature of his misfor* 
tunes, and surrend^ing all his effects to 
his creditors, to clakn to be discharged from 
prison." 

<* I had heard,** i refdied, *« of such a 
humane regulation.*' 

<< Yes,*" said HalkV and the beauty of it 
^, as the foreigh fellow said, you may get 
the cemo when the banarums are all spent 
^— But what, are you ^puzzling in your 
pockets to seek your only memorial among 
^Id play bills, letters requesting a meetidg 
i3{the Faculty, rules of the Speculative So- 
tuety, syUabud' of lectures^-^H the mis- 
cellaneous contents of a young lawyeifs 
pocket, which contains ev^ thing but 
brieves and bank-notes ? Can you not state 
a case of iemo wiUurnt your memorial ? 
• Why it is done every Saturday. The events 
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follow each other as regularly as clock- 
work, and one form of condefioendentre 
might suit every one of them.'' 

** This is vciry unlike the variety of distress 
which this gentleman stated to fall pnder 
the consideration of your judges^" said I. 

"True,*' replied Halkit ; «* but Hardie 
9poke of criminal jurisprudeuce» and this bu- 
siness is purely civil. I could plead a eessio 
myself without the inspiring honours of a 
gown and three-tailed periwig— Listoi^-^ 
My jcUent was bred i^ jouf neyman weaver—- 
made some little monc^^^^took a &rm— (£^r 
conducting a ^at^like. driving a gig, comes 
by nature)— *kte severe ' times^-^inducedr^to 
sign bittswith a friend,* for which he had no 
valmD— landlord seque8trates-~ereditor$;tic- 
eept a composition-rpursuer sets up apub- 
]ic*house— ^Quk a second time~Js inoaf ce- 
rated for a debt of ten pounds, seven shil* 
lings and sixpenee — his .debts amount to 
blank— his losses to blank-^bis funds to 
blank— -leaving a balance of blank in his 
favour. There is no {Opposition ^ your lord- 
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ships will please grant commisstoii to take 
his oath." 

Hardie now renounced this ineffectual 
search^ in which there was perhaps a little 
affectation, and told us the tale of poor Dun- 
over's distresses, with a tone in which a 
degree of feeling* which he seemed asha- 
med of as unporolessional, mingled with his 
attempts at wit, and did him more honour. 
It was one of those tales which «eem to 
aigue a sort of ill luck or fatality attached 
to the hero. A wdl informed, industrious, 
*snd :blatndes9, but poor and bashful man, 
;had in iraiu' essayed all the usual means. by 
whieh others acquire independence, yet 
had never -sticcMded beyond the attain- 
ment of bare si|bsistence« During a brier 
gleam of hope, rather than of actual pros* 
.perity^ he bad added a wife and family to 
his cares, but the dawn was speedily over- 
cast Every thing retrograded with him 
towards the verge of the miry Slough of 
'Despond, which yawns for insolvent debt- 
ors ; and. afler catching at each twig, and 
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experiencing the protrafcted agony of feel- 
ing them one hj one elude his grasp^ he 
actually sunk into the miry pit whence he 
had been extricated by the professional ex- 
ertions of Hardie. 

<< Axid| I suppose, now you have dragged 
this poor devil ashore, you will leave him 
half naked on ttie beach to provide fbr 
himself rtiaidHalkit. ^« Haik ye,'*^nd he 
whispered something in his ear^ of which 
the penetrating and in^nuatitig words, ^ In. 
terest with my Lord," alone reached mine. 

^ It is pemm exm^r said Hardie, 
buying, <^ to provide for a ruined client:} 
but I was thinking of what you mention, 
providing it can be managed-— But^ hush 1 
bete he comes.'* 

The recent relation of the poor tnan^ 
misfortunes had given him, I was pleased to 
observe, a claim to the attention and re- 
spect of the young men, whotreated him 
with great civility, and gradually engaged 
him in a conversation, which, much to my 
satisfaction, again turned upon the Causes 

S 
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Oi!?^^ of Scotland. Emboldened by the 
kindness with whtgh he was treated, Mr 
DuQover began to contribute his> share to 
the amusement of the evening.* Jails, like 
other places, have their ancient traditions, 
koowa only to the inliabitants, and handed 
down from one set ol' the melancholy lod* 
gers to the next who occupy their cells. 
Sbme of these, which Dunover mentioned, 
wete interesting, and served to illustrate 
the Qarrikives of remarkable trials,, which 
Bardie had at. bis finger^nds, and which 
his companion' was also well skilled in. 
This sort of conversation passed away the 
mning^tiU the early hour when Mr Dun-^ 
orer cbose^ to retire to rest, and I also re- 
treated tatalce down memorandums of what 
Ilmd learned,: in order to add another nar- 
rative to those which it had been my chief 
sH&»sem^t to collect) an4 to write out in 
detail. The two young men ordered a broiU 
eidbone, Mad^a negus, anda>padkof cafdis, 
a&d eottimenaed a game at picqoet, 

VOL. i# c 
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Next morning the travellers left Gan- 
dercleugh, I afterwards learned from the 
papers that both have been since engaged 
in the great political cause of Bubble- 
burgh and Bitem, a summary case, and 
entitled to particular dispatch ; bui which^ 
it is thought, nevertheless, may outlast 
the duration of the parliament to which 
the contest refers. Mr Halkit, as the 
newspapers informed me, acts as agent 
or solicitor ; and Mr Hardie opened for 
Sir Peter Ply«m with singular ability, and 
to such purpose, that I understand he 
has since had fewer play-bills and more' 
briefs in his pocket. And both the young 
gentlemen deserve their good fortune ; for 
I' learned from Dunover, who called on me 
some weeks afteryrards, and communicate 
the intelligence with tears in his eyes, that 
their interest had availed to obtain him a 
small office for tfie decent maintenfance^f 
his family ; and that, after a*train.. of con- 
stant and uninterrupted misfortiine,hecould 
trace a dawn of prosperity to his having the 
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good fortune to be flung from the top of a 
mail-coach into the river Gander, in com* 
pmj with an advocate and a writer to the 
signet The reader will not perhaps deem 
himself equally obliged to the accident 
since it brings upon him the following nar« 
fiitive» founded upon the conversation of 
the evening. 
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CH3kPTERH : 

liVlioe'^r's been at Paris must tteeds know tbe G'reve> . 
The fatal retreat of the unfortunate braVe, 
Where honour and justice most oddly oontribtttey 
. To ease heroes' pains by an halter and gibbet. 

There death breaks the shackles which force had put on. 
And the hangman completes what the judge but began; 
There the squire of thepoeti and knight of the post. 
Find their pains no more baulked, and their hopes no more 
cross'd. 

*Priob. 

In former times, England had her Ty- 
burn, to which ffaje devoted victims of juis- 
tice were .conducted in solemn procession, 
up what is now csdled OsCford-Road. * In 
Edinburgh, a large open street, or -rather 
oblong square, surrounded by high bouses, 
called the <jrassmarket, was used for the 
same mtlancboly purpose. It was not ill 



TH^ MBAVLT OF MimLOTBSAK. 5ft 



• ^ 



VIII :if* 



chosen ior suieh a^ soene, being !df 
ftbld extent, and therefore fit to aocotficnio- 
date^ great tiumber ofsfieetator^ 'soch ud 
ye : usually ; assembled by < this j melancboly 
i^ec^cle. On the other, handv few of the 
bouses v^hioh surround it.were» even^in early. 
times» ifihabitdd by pi^aons of&shion ; sa 
that thosalikely to be oflferided or over deep^ 
If aflbcted by such unpleasant exhSiitions; 
were noC in the my o£ having tbmv quiet 
disturbed by 4hein. -llie hoxises in the 
GrassamricetAre9< generally i speaking, ofs^. 
mean description ; yet the plac^ is not withf 
wt somfe featftres'icrf^giaiBdcxir, being ov^r* 
bung by the^SK^i^dKrh^sidle. of the huge rock 
on which: tHe castle stands, a»d by the mosa^ 
grown battletneQts/and turretted walk of 
that aoeient fcbtress. *^ 

It wlais tbe^^stCMsn^iintit within thedeiitse- 
and*twe9liy' y eauis,. or thereabouts, to use 
this esfikfaadbffortfa^ scene of public execui« 
tions. ; The §itaS day was. announced to the 
public^; byithe appearance of a huge -black 
gallaws)4r«e iowanis th(| eastern end of the 
Gcai^imarke*^ ; ThiailLomened apparitioii 



M I 



jS4 TALES OF MT LANDLOAB. 

was of great height, .wkh a sca£R>ld sarround* 
mg it, and a double ladder placed agaioflt 
tt» f(Hf the ascent of the unhappy crimi- 
nal and the e&ecutioner. As this apparatus 
was always arranged before daWn, it seined 
as if the-gallows had grown out of the earth 
in the course of one night, like the produc* 
tion of somie foul demon ; and I well re« 
member the fright with which the school- 
boys^ when I was one of their number^ usi^d 
to regard these ominous signs of deadly pre- 
paratiom On the night afler4he execution 
the gallows again disappeared^ a^nd-was con* 
veyed in silence and darkneft t€> the place 
where it was usually depossked, which was 
one of the vaults under the Parliament- 
bouse, or courts of justicQ^ This mcKle of 
execution is now*exchanged for one simi- 
lar to that in front of Newgate|-*-^with what 
beneficial effect is uncertain. ' The mental 
suffering's of the pannel are indeed shorten* 
ed« He no longer walks between the at^ 
tendant clergymen, dressed in his graves* 
clothes, through a considerable part of the 
city) looking like a moving atnd walking 
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corpse, while yet an inhabitant of this world ; 
baty as the ultimate purpose of punishment 
has in view the prevention of crimes, it may 
at least be doubted, whether^* in abri^iging 
the melancholy ceremony, we have not in 
part diminished that appalling effect upon 
the spectators which is the useful end of all 
j^Qch inflictions, and in consideration of 
which alone, unless in very particular cases^ 
capital sentences can be altogether justified* 
Upon the 7th day of September, 1736, 
these ominous preparations for execution 
were descried in the place w^ have descri* 
bed, and at an early hour the space around 
began to be occupied by several groupes, 
wlio gazed on the scaffoKl and gibbet with 
a stern and vindictive' shew of satisfac* 
tion very seldom testified by the populace, 
whose good-nature, in most cases, forgets 
the crime of the eondemned person, and 
dwells only on his misery. But the act oi 
wliich the expected culprit had been con- 
victed was of a description calculated near- 
ly and closely to awaken and irritate jthe re^ 



sentful feelings df the inultitode. The tale 
i^ iir ell known ; yet it i& necessary to re* 

capitukte its leading cireuqistances, for the 
better understanding' what is to follow ^ and 
die narrative may prove long, bat I trust 
not uninteresting, even to those who have 
heard its general issue* At any rate, some 
detail is necessary^ in order to render u)- 
telligible the subsequisnt eveata^of ^s^urnai^ 
rative. 

^Contraband trade, though It at^ikea at 
the root of legitimate g<wernment, 1^ eo^ 
croaching ob its revenues^-— though it mp 
jures the fair trader, and debauches, the 
ifefinds of those engaged with it^^s not 
Vsually looked upon, either by the vulgar 
or by their betters, in ^ very heinous point 
of view. On the contrary, in those coun*' 
ties where it prevails, the cleverest, boId« 
est, and most intelligent of the peasantey, 
are uniformly ehgajged in illicit transactions, 
and very often with the sanation of the farm- 
ers and inferior gentry. Smuggling was 
almost universal in Scotland in the reigns 
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of Geoi^ I. andiL ; for the people, im* 
8ccitstbme<J- to imports, and regarding them 
as an unjust aggressjon upon their andent 
HbertieSf made no scnipl^ to elude them 
wbeoeve^ ifc was possible to do so* 

The county of Fife, bounded by two 
fiiths on the south and north, ind by the 
sea on the east, and hav;ng a number of 
steatl sea*^rt$, was long famed for main^ 
tftiDing successfully a contraband' trade y 
and, as^ there were many seafaring men re- 
siding there, who had been pirates and 
buccaneers «i thfeir yoiith, there were nofc 
^ranting a sufficient number ofdartng men 
M^ carry it on. Among these,^» fellow, .calU 
ed Andrew Wilson, orginally a>biker in the 
village of Pathhead, was partieuWly ob- 
noxious to the* fe venue officers. He was 
possessed of great ^personal strength,. cou« 
rage, and cunning,— -was perfectly ac(|uaiViW 
eitwith the coast, and capable of conducting 
the most ^sperate^ en terprizes. Oa seve-* 
raf occasions he succeeded tn baflBii^^ the 
porBuit and resear«;he&oFthe kiD^8>i>fficecs'^ 
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but he became so much the object of their 
suspicious and watchful altei^tiooy that at 
length he was totally ruined by repeated sei- 
zures. The man became desperate* Hecoa«» 
sidered himself as robbed and plundered ; 
and took it into his head, that he had a right 
to make reprisals, as he could find opportu- 
nity. Where the heart is prepared for evil, 
opportunity is seldom long wanting. This 
Wilson learned, that the Collector of the 
customs at Kirkaldy had come to Fittea- 
weem, in the course of his official round of 
duty, with a considerable sum of public 
money in his custody. As th^ampunt was 
greatly within the value of the goods which 
had been seized from him, he felt no scru- 
ple of conscience in fesolviog to reimburse 
himself for his losses, at the expence of the 
Collector. and the revenue. He a^ociated 
with himself one Robertson, and other two 
idle young men, whom, having been coor 
cerned in the same illicit trade, he per$ua« 
ded to view the transaction in the same 
justifiable light in which he himself c^MHi- 
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sidered it. They Watclied the motions of 
the Collector ; they broke forcibly into the 
house where he lodged, — Wilson, with two 
of his associates, entering the Collector's 
apartment, while Robertson, the fourth, 
kept watch at the'door with a drawn cutlass 
in his hand. The officer of the customs, 
conceiving his life in danger, escaped out 
of his bed-room window, and fled in his 
shirty so that the plunderers, with much 
ease, possessed themselves of about two 
hundred pounds of public money. This 
robbery was committed in a very auda* 
cious manner, for several person^ were 
ipassing in the street at the time. But JKo- 
bettson, representing the noise they heard 
as a dispute or fray betwixt the Collector 
and the people of the house, the worthy ci- 
tizens of Pittcnweem felt themselves no 
way called on to interfere in behalf of the 
obnoxious revenue officer ; so, satisfying 
themselves with this very superficial' ac- 
count of the matter, like the Levite in the 
parable, they passed on the opposite si(le of 

1 
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the way. Ah alarm was at lengtli gtven^ dii* 
litary were cabled in, the depredators were 
pursued, the booty recovered, and Wilsoni 
pud Robertson tried and condemned to 
death, chiefly on the evidence of an accom* 
plice. 

Many thought, that in consideration of 
the men's erroneous opinioa of the nature 
of the action they had committed, justice 
might have been satisfied with « less for- 
feiture than that of two lives. On the 
other hand, from the audacity of the fact^ 
A severe example was judged necessary, 
and such was the opinion of the govern* 
ment. When it became, apparent that the 
sentence of -death was to be executed^ filea 
and other implements necessary for' their 
escape^ were transmitted secretly to the 
culprits by a friend from without. Jiy 
these means tliey sawed a bar out of one 
of the prison-windows, and might have 
made their escape, but for the obstinacy of 
Wilson, who, as he was daringly resolute^ 
was do^edly pertinacious of bis c^inion* 
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Qi^ comrdde»* Robertson, aryoungiand slen- 
der man, proposed to make theexperimeat 
of passing the foi-emost r tbroogfa the gap 
I tbeyvhad ipade, and enlarging itifrom the 
I outside, if n^ecesisar^, to allpw Wilson. free 
pass^e. WiUon, however, insisted on ma- 
i king the first eKperiment, and being a ro^ 

I bust. and lusty man, he, not only found it' 

* 

impossible to get thrbUgh betmxt the barsjr 
but, by his stro^lesi, he jammed himself 
so fastt that be wa^ unable to draw has 
body back again* In these ciscpmstances 
discovery became^ unavoidable, . and suffi- 
cient precautions were taken by the giaol- 
er to prevent any repetition of the same 
attempt* Robertson uttered not a word' 
of reflection on bis compwion fpr theicoa- 
sequences of his obstinacy ; bui it appeared 
from the sequel tliat Wilson's. mind wa3 
deeply, impressed with the retoUectiont. 
that, but for him, his^ comrade, over whose 
mind he exercised conaiderable influence^ 
would not have engaged in the crimiital 
eoterpnse wbich had tpraunateU tbua fa^ 
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tally ; and that now he had become his de- 
stroyer a second time, since, but for his ob- 
stinacy, Robertson might have effected his 
escape. Minds like Wilson's, even when ex- 
ercised in evil practice!^ sometimes retain 
the power of thinking and resolving yrkh 
enthusiastic generosity. His whole mind 
was now bent on the possibility of saving* 
ilobertsonlslife^ without the least respect 
to his own. The resolution which he adopt* 
ed) and the manner in which he carried it 
into effect, were striking and unusual. 

Adjacent to the tolbo^th or city: gaol of 
Edinburgh, is one of three churches into 
which the cathedral of St Giles is now di- 
vided, called, from its vicinity, the Tol- 
beoth Church^ It was the custom, that 
criminals under sentence of death were 
brought to this church, with ^ suflScient 
guard, to hear and join in public wovship 
on the Sabbath before execution. It was 
supposed that the hearts of these unfortu* 
nate persons, however hardened before 
against«feeling8 of devotion, could not but 
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be accessible to them upon nniting their 
thoughts and voices, for the kst timei along 
with their fello w^mortalsi in addressing thei!r 
Creator. • And to the. rest of the congrega* 
tion, it was thought it could not b>ut be mi^ 
pressive and affecting, to find their devo* 
tions mingUng with those, who, sent by the 
doom of an earthly tribunal to appear where 
the whole earth is judged, might be gqwU 
dered aa beings, trembling on the verge of 
eternity. The practice, however edifying, 
has been discontinued since the incident 
we are* about to detail*. 

The clergyman,* whose duty it was to 
officiate in the Tolbooth Church, had con« 
eluded an affecting discourse, part of which 
was particularly directed io the unfortu* 
nale men, Wilson and Robertson, who 
were in the pew set apart for the persons 
in their unhappy situation, each secured 
betwixt two soldiers of the city guiurd* 
7he clergyman had reminded them, that 
the next congregation they must join would 
be that of the just, or of the unjust ; that 



the psatiQB they noiv heard fihuBt fae^ escX 
changed, in the space of two brief ds^s^ 
for eternal baUelojidisi, or eternal ilamentaJk 
tions; and that this te^M ultentaive 
fnust* depend up<Mi the state r. to Which 
they' might be able to bring their mindtf 
before the moment of awful preparation : 
that they akouldi aot despite on account of 
the Buddennesaof the sujnmoas, but ratbeif 
to feei'tbis cottifiprt in thfeh: misery, that^ 
thobgk aH who now lifteicji.the voice, or 
bent tbe knee in conjattction iwilh them,, 
lay under the same sentent^ of cevtaini 
^atb,. they only had -the a^ vantage of 
knowing the preeis^- moment at which it 
should be executed upon them. ^* Tfaere^ 
fore,*^ utgedfthe good man, his voice trem^ 
Uing with emotiooi ^ redeem the ^ time, 
my unhappy .brethceDt' which is yet left, 
lind Temember^' that, with the grace of 
Hitn to whom space and time ate bofas* 
Bothiiig, salvation may yet be assured^ 
even in the pittance^ of delay which Ae 
lawil of your country ^qrd you*" 



/ ftobertsoD was^obsenredto weep at tXese 
irords ; but Wilsoa seemed as one ^hose 
brain had not entirely reeeiv^d their mean- 
ings or whose thoughts were^deeplyira^ 
pressed urith some difierent aubject }--**aii 
expression so natuml to a person iu bis sl- 
toatioDy that it texcited neither suspicion nor 
suipriset 

\ The beaedictien was pronounced as usu« 
1I9 and itbe eongregaition was dismissedi 
many lingering to indulge their cuiiosity 
with. a more fixed look at the two crimi« 
nals, who now^ as well as their guards, rose 
up, Mni to < depart wh to: the '«vowd should 
permit them^ A murmur ^ compassion 
was heard to pervaile the spectators^ the 
mofe general, perhaps, on account of ihe 
alieviating circumstances oftbe case ; when 
all at once, Wikon, wlio, we have not iced^ 
Wlaa^a very strong man, seized two of the 
soldiers^ one with each handr and calling 
at the same timeiUi his icompanion, ^> Run^ 

m 

Geordte^ runV' threw himsedf on a third, 
and fastened his teedi on the collar of hia 
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coat* Robertson stood for a second as if 
thunderstruck, and unable to avail himself 
of the opportunity of escape ^ ..bat the cry 
of ^< Run» run," being echoed from many 
around, whoj^ feelings surprised them into 
a very natural interest in his behalf, he 
shook off the grasp ot the remaining sol« 
dier, threw himself over the pew, mixed 
with the dispersing congtegation, none of 
>rhom felt inclined to stop a poor wretcb 
taking this last chance for his life, gained 
the door of the c&urch, and waa lost to all 
pursuit . 

The generous intrepidity which Wil^oci 
had displayed on this occasion augmented 
the feeling of compassion which attended 
hia fate. The public, where their own pre- 
judices are not concerned, are easily en- 
gaged on the side of disinterestedness and 
humanity^ admired Wilson's behayiour,*atfd 
rejoiced in Robertson's escape. This^ge* 
neral Reeling was sq great, that it excited a 
vague report that Wilson would be rescued 
at the place of execution, either by the 
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mob or by some of hk old associates, or 
l^ some second extraordinary and unex« 
pected exertion of strength and courage 
<m his own part* The magistrates thought 
it their duty to provide against the possibi* 
lity of disturbafice. They ordered out, for 
protection of the execution of the sentence, 
the greater part of their own City 'Guard, 
under the c^minand of Captain Porteous, a 
man whose name became too memorable 
firom the melancholy circumstances of the 
day and subsequent events. It may be ne- 
cessary to say a word about this person, and 
the corps wUch he commanded. But th6 
mbjeet is ^f irpportaince sufficient to A^ 
lerve anpiher chapter* 
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CHAPTER. Ilfc 

And thoui great god of aqua-vitae ! 
^Wha sways the empire of this city, 
(Wh«B^fiw--we'r«^80iiMiBe8'^ii{ieftt^ttj») - 

Sethonpreptml,: • 
To lave >iis frae that i>ladL iianditti*., . 
The City Guard ! . 

F&ROUSON'B Dqft Days, 

Captain JdHN PofiTEobs, a name : me** 
moi-able in the traditicibs at* Edkiburgfa^ «s 
well as in the records of eritninal joriiqinu 
dence, was the son of a citizen of Edin- 
burgh, who endeavoured to breed him up 
to his own mechanical trade. - The youtht 
however, had a wild and irreclaimable pro- 
pensity to dissipation, which finally sent 
him to serve in the corps long maintained 
in the service of the States Qf Holland, and 
caiied the Scot(h-Dutch. Here he learned 
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(ottttsurj discipluie;;. an^,. returniii^ iafteri 
wacds^: ^ttbe course of an: idle ;and wan^ 
dering:life) ta bis native ^etty9 hi$ service* 
weret ireqtiiGed by the magistrate of > &Hn* 
burgh: m i tbe disturbed year fj 1*5^ for dis* 
dpiinisg^ t\\m Gity'Guard, in whidi he 
dortfy: afterwardsrreceiv^ a ^captain's cota^ 
mimsm a.Ivt:!vaB*oniy by his aiilitary skiil, 
andJanqaleftJandnesiolut^ character, that 
ImniiOTited tbhis pix^motibn, 'ftir he ii said to 
have been i( xbaq of fyrofligat^ kab^ts^ an 
unnatural son, and a brutal husband. He 
waSi however,"" useful ih his station, and his 
harsh and fierce habits rendered him for- 
midable to rioterjs or disturbers, of the pub- 
lic peace. 

The cfxtpB in .wiuch he held Bis.c^oaimand 
i%;0r .p^tiapaiim shouid rotter say m^^yk 
bdd^r of about i^nehundrediknd twenty soU 
diers^tdivided U3£o tJu'ee compam^s/iand xe^ 
gularly armed, dc^hfed,;dkid embodied^ It 
Yi6s; chiefiy ! veterans, wbo .enlisted in tliis 
c^$^ l^vingihe beoe&bof working at theii 
trades>wb^a they wsre offduty; These men 
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had the charge of preserriug public orders 
repressing riots and street robberies^ and at* 
tending on all public occasions where coii« 
fusion or popular disturbance might foe ex- 
pected. * Poor Ferguson, :whose irriegalafi> 
ties sometimes led him into unpleasant reii* 
contres with these military conservators €i 
public order, and who mentions them so 
often that he may be termed their poet lau- 
reate, thus admonishes his readers, waraed 
doubtless by his own experience : 

^^ Gude folk, «§ ye come frae Jlie fair. 

Bide yont frae this black squad ; 
There's nae tic savages elsewhere 

Allowed to wear cockad/* 

/ • 

In fact, the soldiers of the City GuArd, 
being, as we have said, in general discharged 
veterans, who had strength enough reniain- 
ing for this municipal duty, imd being, 
moreover, in general Highlanders, were 
neither by birth, education, or former ha- 
bits, trained to endure with much ps- 
tience the insults of the rabble, or the 
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provoking petulance- of truant schoolboyt^ 
and idle debauchees of all descripdoni^ 
with whom their ocGupation brought them 
into contact On the contrary, the tern* 
pers of the poor old fellows were soured 
by the indignities with which the mob dis- 
tinguished them on many occasions, and 
frequently might have required the sooth- 
ing strains of the poet we have just quoted— 



>* 



** O soldiers ! for your ain dear stkeBf^ 
For Scotland's love, the Land o' Cafce% 
Gie not her bairns sic deadly paiks. 

Nor be sae rude. 
Wr firelock or Lochaber axe. 

As spill their bluid r 

On all occasions when holiday licenses 
some riot and irregularity, a skirmish with 
these vetertos was a favourite recreation 
with the. rabble of Edinburgh. These 
pages may perhaps see thie light when 
many have in fresh recollection such on* 
•ets as we allude to. But the venerable 
forps, with whom tjtie contention was held^ 
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^y; DOW be coneidered as totally extitK^ 
,Of lsU€: the gradual dimitiutioD of these ci- 
vic soldiens ilemihdsone^af the abatement 
of King JLea('s fauodred. knights* The 
idiots of each, succaeding set of magis* 
tratei have^ .like those of Gooeril and 
Reg£M9> ^ jdimioished . this venerable band 
:vith the similar qnesticMi, <^ What need we 
£ve«aQd« twenty i— ten ?— or five ?'* And it 
is now nearly come to, *^ What need onc^ f 
A spectra may Indeed here and there! still 
be seen of an oW greyheaded and grey- 
bearded Highlander, with war-worn fea- 
tures, but bent double by age ; dressed in 
an old-fiahioned< cocked-hat, bound with 
white tape instead of silver lace ^ and in 
ccrat waistcoat and breechies of a tnnddy- 
ccJoured red, bearing in his withered hand 
an ancient weapon, called a Lochaber-axe^ 
a long pole namely, with an axe at the 
extremity and, a hook- at- the back of thQ 
hatchet. Such a phantom of former days 
still creeps, I have been informed, roand 
the statue of Charles the Second, in^fli^ 
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Birliameiit-Square» as if the image df a 
Stuart were the last refuge for any me- 
morial of our ancient manners ; and one 
or two others are supposed to glide around 
the door of the guard-house assigned to 
them in the Luclcenbooths, when their 
ancient refuge in the High-street was laid 
low* But die fate of manuscripts bequeath- 
ed to friends and executors is so uncer- 
tain, that the narrative containing these 
frail memorials of the old Town*Guard 
of Edinburgh^ who» with their grim and 
valiant corporal^ John Dhu» (the fiercest 
looking fellow I ever sawj) were, in mjr 
boyhood, the alternate terror and derision 
of the petulant brood of the Higii School, " 
may jperhaps only come to light when all 
memoiy, of the institution has faded away, 
and then serve as an illustration of Kay's 
caricatures, who has preserved the features 
of some of their heroes. In the preceding 
generation, when there was a peipetual 
alarm for the plots and activity of the Ja- 
cobites, some pains was taken by the ma- 
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gistr^tes of Edinburgh to keep thia corps, 
though composed always^ of such materials 
as we have noticedi in a more effective state 
than was afterwards judged necessary^ whea 
their most dangerous service was to skirmish 
with the rabble on the king's birtb-day. 
They were, therefore, more the objects of 
hatred, and less that of scorn, than they 
were afterwards accounted* 

m 

To Captain John Porteous, the faonout 
of his command and of his corps seems to 
have been a matter of high interest and im* 
portance« He was Exceedingly intensed 
against Wilson for the affront which he con* 
ttrued him to have put upon his soldiers^ 
in the effort he made for the liberation of 
his companion, and expressed himself most 
ardently on the subjects He was no less 
indignant at the report, that there was an 
intention to rescue Wilson himself from the 
gallows, and uttered many threats and im* 
precations apbn that subject, which were 
afterwards remembered to his disddv4ntage« 
In fact, if a good deal of* determination saa^d 
promptitude rendered Porteous> in one re- 
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spect, fit to comnfand guards designed to 
suppress popular commotion^ he seemsj on 
the other, to have been disqualified for a 
charge so delicate, by a hot and surly tern- 
per, always too ready to come to blows 
aod violence ; a charactw void of principle ^ 
and a disposition to regard the rabble, who 
sddom failed to regale him and his soldiers 
with some marks of their displeasure, as 
declared enemies, upon whom it was na- 
tural and justifiable that he should seek op- 
portunities of vengeance. Being, however, 
the most active and trust- worthy among 
the detains of the City Guard, he was 
the person to whom the magistrates entrust- 
ed the command of the soldiers appointed 
to keep the peace at the time of Wilson's 
execution* He was ordered to guard the 
gallows and scaffold, with about eighty 
mai, all the disposablpi force that could be 
spared for that duty. 

But the magistrates took farti]^er precau- 
tions, which affected Porteoua^s pride very 
deq^ly. They requested the assistance oi* 



76 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

part of a regular infanfry regiment, not to 
attend upon the execution, but to remain 
drawn up upon the principal street of the 
city, during the time that it went forward, 
in order to intimidate the multitude, in 
case they should be disposed to be unruly, 
with a display of force which could not be 
resisted without desperation. It may sound 
ridiculous in our ears, considering the fallen 
6tate of this ancient civic corps, that its of- 
ficer should have felt punctiliously jealous 
of its honour. Yet so it was. Captain Por* 
teous resented, as an indignity, the fetching 
the Welsh fusileers within the city, and into 
a street where no drums but his own were al- 
lowed to be struck, without the special com- 
mand or permission of the magistrates. As 
be could not show his ill humour to his pa- 
trons the magistrates, it increased his in« 
dignatiou and his desire to be revenged on 
the unfortunate criminal Wilson, and all 
who favoured him. These internal emo- 
tions of jealousy and rage wrought a change 
on the man's mien and bearing, visible to fiiU 
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who saw hiia on the fatal morning when 
Wibon was appointed to suffer. Forteous's 
ordinary appearaaice was rather favourable. 
He was about the middle size, stout, and 
veil made, having a military air, and yet 
nther a gentle and mild oountenance. His 
complexion was brown^ his face somewhat 
fretted with the scars of the small-ppx, his 
ejes rather languid than keen or fierce. 
On the present occasion, however, it seem- 
ed to those who ssm him as if he were agi* 
tated by some evil demon. His step was 
iorqrular^ his vmce hollow and broken, his 
GOttntenanee pale, his eyes staring and wild, 
his speech imperfect and confused, and his 
whole appearance so disordered, that many 
remarked he seemed to bej%, a Scottish 
Oppression, meaning the state of those who 
are driven pn to their impending fate by the 
strong impulse of some irresistible necessity. 
One part of his conduct was truly diabo* 
lical, if, indeed, it has not been exaggerated 
hjf the general prejudice entertained agtiinst 
his memory. When Wilson, the unhappy 
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crimina}, was ddivered to him by the keeper 
of the prison, in order that he might be 
conducted to the place of execution, For- 
teous» not satisfied with the usual precau* 
tions to prevent escape?, ordered him to be 
manacled. This tnight be justifiable from 
the character and - bodily strength of the 
malefactor, as well as from the apprehen- 
sions so generally entertained of an expect- 
ed rescue. But the handcufl^ which were 
produced being found too small for the 
wrists of a man so big^-boned as Wilson, 
Porteous proceeded with his own hands, 
and by great exertion of strength, to force 
them tin they clasped together, to the ex- 
quisite torture of the unhappy criminal. 
Wilson remonstrated against such barba- 
rous usage, declariilg th$t the pain distract- 
ed his thoughts from the subjects of medi- 
tation proper to his unhappy condition. 

** It signifies little,'* replied Captain For- 
teous ; *^ your pain will be soon at an end.** 

" Your cruelty is great," answered the 
sufferen "You know not how soon yott 
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yourseif may have occasion to ask Ihe inert 
cy^ which you are now refusing to a felloMr 
creature. M^y God forgive you.'* 

These words, long afterwards quoted and 
semembered* were all that passed betweea 
Porteoas and ixis prisoner; but as they 
took air, and became known to the people, 
they greatly increased the popular compass 
sion for Wilson^ and excited a proportionii 
ate degree of indignation against For- 
teous ;. against whom, as strict, and evea 
violent in the discharge of liis unpopular 
office, the common people had some real^ 
and many imaginary causes of complaint. 

When the painful procession was comple- 
ted, and Wilson, with the escort, had arri- 
ved at the scaiSbld in the Grassmarket, there' 
appeared no signs of that attempt to rescue 
him which had occasioned such precautions. 
The multitude, in general, looked on with 
deeper interest than at ordinary execu- 
tions: and there might be seen, Qn the 
couiftn^nces of many, a stern and indig- 
nant expression^ like that with which the 
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ancient Cameronians might be supposed io 
witness the execution of their brethren, who 
glorified the covenant upon the same occa* 
siouj and at the same spot. But there was 
no attempt at violence. Wilson himsdf 
seemed disposed to hasten over the space 
that divided time from eternity. The de- 
votions proper and usual on such occasions 
were no sooner finished than he submitted 
to his fate, and the sentence of the law was 
executed. 

He had been suspende(l on the gibbet so 
long as to be totally daj^ived of life, when 
at once, as if occasioned by some newly- 
received impulse, there arose a tumult 
among the multitude. Many stones were 
thrown at Porteous and his guards i some 
mischief was done ; and the mob contiau- 
ed to press forward with whoops, shrieks, 
howls, and exclamations. A young fellow^ 
with a sailor's cap* slouched over his &ce, 
sprung on the scaffold, and cut the rope 
by which the criminal was suspended* 
Others approached to carry off the body. 
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either to secure for it a decent grave^ or to 
try, perhaps, some means of resuscitation. 
Captain Porteous was wrought by tiiis ap- 
pearance of insurrection against his autho- 
rity into a rage so headlong as made him 
forget» that, the sentence having been fully 
executed, it was his duty not to engage in 
liostilities with the misguided Qiultitude, 
but to draw off his men as fast as possible. 
He sprung from the scaffold, snatched a 
musket from one of his soldiers, command- 
ed the party to give fire, and, as several eye* 
witnesses concurred in swearing, set them 
the example by discharging his piece, and 
shooting a man dead on the spot. Several 
fioldiers obeyed his command or followed 
his example ; six or seven people were slain, 
jmd a great many were hurt and wounded. 
Af):er this act of violence, the Captaitai 
proceeded to withdraw his men towards 
their guard-house in the High-street The 
mob were not so much intimidated as in^ 
censed by what had been done. They pur* 
«ued the soldiers with execrations, accom* 

P 9 
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panied by vollies of stones. As they pressed 
on them, the rear-most soldiers turned, and 
again fired with fatal aim and execution. It 
is not accurately known whether Porteouf 
commanded this second act of violence; 
but of course the odium of the whole tran- 
sactions of the fatal day attached to bimf^ 
and to him alone. He arrived at the guard- 
house, dismissed his soldiers, and went to 
make his report to the magistrates concern- 
ing the unfortunate events of the day. 

Apparently by this time Captain Por- 
teous had begun to doubf the propriety of 
his own conduct, and the reception he met 
with from the magistrates w^s such as to 
make him still more anxious to gloss it over. 
He denied that he had given orders to fire ; 
he denied he had fired with his own hand ; ' 
he even produced the fusee which he carried 
as an officer for examination ; it was found 
still loaded. Of three cartridges which be 
*^as seen to put in his pouch that morning, 
two were still there j a white handkerchief 
was thrust into the muzzle of the piece, and 
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returned unsoiled or blackened. To this it 
was aqswered, that he had not used his own 
piec^ but had beeh seen to. take one from 
a soldier. Among the many who had beea 
killed and wounded by the unhappy fir^ 
there were several of better rank } for 
even the faumani^ of such soldiers as fired 
over the beads of the mere rabble around 
the scaffold, proved in some instances i^ 
tal to persons who were stationed in win*- 
dows, or observed the melancholy scene 
from a distance. The voice of public m^ 
dignation was loud and general \ and, ere 
men's temper had time to cool, the trial i£ 
Captain Forteous took place before the 
High Court of Justiciary. After a long zx^ 
patient hearing, the jury had the difficult 
duty of balancing tlie positive evidence of 
many persons, and those of respectability,, 
who deposed positively to the; prisoner's 
commanding his soldiers to fire, and him- 
self firing his piece^ of which some swore 
that they saw the smoke and flash, and 
beheld a man drop at whom it was pointed,, 
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^ith the negative testimony of others, wboi 
though well stationed for seeing what had 
passed, neither heard Forteous give orders 
to fire, nor saw him fire himself; but, on 
the contrary, averred that the first shot was 
fired by a soldier who stood olose by hioi. 
A great part of his defence was also found- 
ed on the turbulence of the mob, which 
witnesses, according to their feelings,Hheir 
predilections, and their opportunitiefi( of ob- 
servation, r^esented difierently ; some de- 
scribing as a formidable riot, what others 
represented as a trifling disturbance, such 
as always used to take place on tbe like oc- 
casions, wh^i the executioner of the law, 
and the men commissioned to protect him 
in his task, were generally exposed to sooie 
indignities. The verdict of the jury suffi. 
ciently^hews how the evidence preponde- 
rated in their minds. It declared that John 
Porteous fired a gun among the people as- 
sembled at the execution ; that he gave 
orders to his soldiers to fire, by which many 
persdns were killed and wounded ; but, at 
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the same time, that the prisoner and his 
guard had been wounded and beaten^ by 
stones thrown at them by the multitude. 
Upon this verdict, the Lords of Justiciary 
passed sentence c^ death against Captain 
John Porteous» adjudging him, in the com- 
men form, to be hanged on a gibbet at the 
common place of executioui on Wednes- 
day, Sth'Septemberi 1736, and all his move* 
able property to be forfeited to the king's 
use, according to the Scottish law in cas^s 
of wilful murden 
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CHAPTER IIL 

•' The hour's comf, but not the man." 

Kelpie^ 

On the day when the unhappy Porteoos 
was expected to suffer the sentence of tke 
law, the place of executioni extensive as it 
is, was crowded almost to sufibcation» 
There was not a window in all the lofty 
tenements around it, or in the steep and 
crooked street called the Bow, by which 
the fatal procession waa to descend from 
the High-Street, which was not absolutely 
filled with spectators. The uncommon 
height and antique appearance of these 
)iouses, some of which were formerly the 
property of the Knights Templars, and the 
Knights of St John, and still jexhibit on 
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their fronts and gables the iron cross of 
these orders, gave additional efiect to a 
scene in itself so striking. The area. of the 
Grassmarket resembled a huge dark lake 
or sea of human heads, in the centre of 
which arose the fatal tree, tall, black, and 
ominous, from which dangled the deadly 
halter. Every object takes interest from its 
uses and associations, and the eriect bieam 
and empty noose, things so simple in them- 
selves, became objects, on such an occasion, 
of terror and of solemn interest* 

Amid so numerous an assembly there was 
scarce a ^ord spoken, save in whispers. The 
thirst of vengeance was in some degree aU 
layed by its supposed certainty ; and even 
the populace, with deeper feeling than they 
are wont to entertain, suppressed all cla« 
morous exultation, and prepared to enjoy 
the scene of retaliaticm in triumjpb, silent 
anddecent, though stern and relentless. It 
seemed as if the depth of their hatred to the 
unfortunate criminal despised to display it- 
self in any thing resembling the more noisy 
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current of their ordinary feelings. Had a 
stranger consulted only the evidence of his 
ears, he might have supposed that so vast a 
multitude were assembled for some purpose 
which afiec^ted them with the deepest sor- 
roWy and stilled those noises which, upon all 
ordinary occasions, arise from such a con- 
course } but if he gazed upon their facea^ 
he would have beefi instantly undeceived* 
The compressed lip, the bent brow, the 
stern and flashing eye of almost every one 
on whom he gazed, conveyed the expres- 
sion of men come to glut their sight with 
triumphant revenge. It is probable that 
the appearance of the criminal might have 
somewhat changed the temper of the popu- 
late in his favour, and that they might in 
the QU)ment of death have forgiven the 
man against whom their resentment had 
beefi so fiercely heated. It had, however, 
been destined, that th)e mutability of their 
sentiments was not to be exposed to this 
triaL 
The usual hour for producing the crimi« 
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Hid had been past for many minute8» yet 
the sfiectators observed no symptom of his 
appearance. ^* Would they venture to de« 
firaud public justice f' was the question 
which men began anxiously to ask at each 
other. The first answer in every case was 
bold and positive* << They dare not" But 
when the point was farther canvassed, other 
opinions were entertained, and various cau« 
ses of doubt were suggested. Porteous had 
been a &vourite officer of the magistracy of 
the city, which, being a numerous and fluc- 
tuating body, requires for its support a 
degree of energy in its functionaries, 
which the individQals who compose it can- 
not at all times alike be supposed to pos* 
sess in their own persons. It was remem« 
bered, that in the Information for Por- 
teous, (the paper, namely, in which his 
case was stated to the judges of the criminal 
court), he had been described by his coun- 
sel as the person on whom the magistrates 
chiefly relied in all emergencies ot uncpm- 
mon difficulty. It was argued too, that his 
conduct upon the unhappy occasion of 
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Wilson's execution^ was capable of beiBf 
attributed to an imprudent excess of zeal 
in the execution of bis duty, a fiMtiiFC ibf 
which those under whose authority be act* 
ed itoight be supposed to have great syaw 
pathy. And as these ccmsiderations miglil' 
move the magistrates to make a &voarable 
representation of Porteotts> case, there 
were not wanting others in the higher d«^ 
partments of government, which would 
make such suggestions favourably lirteneA 
to. 

The mob of Edinburgh, when thorouglKi 
ly excited, had been at all times one of the 
fiercest which could be found in Europe}' 
and of late years they had risen repeatcfdlyi 
against the government, and sometimes 
not without success. They were conscious,^ 
therefore, that they were no fi^vourites \>itlf 
the rulers of the period, and that if Captain^ 
Porteous's violence was not altogetber re^ 
garded as good service, it might certainty^ 
be thought, that to visit it with a* ca^Mtal 
punishment would rendet it both delicate 
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and dangerous for future pfficen^ in the 
Wme circumstances^ to act with effect in 
repressing tumults. There is also a natu* 
nil feeling, on the part qf all members of 
government, for the general maintenance 
4f authority ; and it seemed not unlikely, 
that what to the relatives of the sufferers 
appeared a wanton and unpfovoked mas* 
sacFie, should be otherwise viewed in the 
eabinet oi 8t James's. It might be there 
supposed, thatf upon the whole matter^ 
Captain Porteous was in the exercise of a 
tnist delegated to him by the lawful civil 
anthorityj tliat he. had been ass^iulted by 
the populace, and several of his men hurt;^ 
aiid that, in ^Aally repelling force by force, 
his conduct could be fairly imputed to no 
other motive than sel&defence in the di»* 
cbargiB of his duty. 

* These considerations, of themselves very 
powerful, induced the spectators to appre* 
bend the possibility of a reprieve ; and to the 
various causes which 'might interest the ru-> 
lers ih his favour, the lower part of the rabble 
added one which was peculiarly well adapt- 
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ed to their comprehension. It waa avtnedi 
in order to increase the odium against For- 
teous, that while he repressed with the ut- 
most severity the slightest excesses of the 
poor» he not only overlooked the licence 
of the young nobles and gentry, but was 
very willing to lend, them the countenance 
of his official authority, in execution of sudi 
loose pranks as it was chiefly his duty to 
have restrained. This suspicion, which was 
perhs^Mi much exaggerated, mad^^ a de^ 
impression on the minds of the populace ; 
and when several of the higher rank joined 
in a petition, recommending Porteous to 
the mercy of the crown, it was generally 
supposed he owed their favour not to any 
conviction of the hardship of hts case, but 
to the fear of losii^ a convenient accom- 
plice in their debaucheries. It is scarce 
necessary to say how much this suspicion 
augmented the people's detestation of this 
obnoxious criminal, as well as their fear 
of his esc^ing the sentence pronounced 
against him. 
While these argumrats were stated and 
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replied to, and canvassed and supported, 
the hitherto silent expectation of the peo- 
ple became changed into that deep and 
agitating murmur, which is sent forth by 
the ocean before the tempest begins to 
howl. The crowded populace, as if the 
motions had corresponded with the unset- 
tled state of their minds, fluctuated to and 
fro without any visible cause of impulse, 
like the agitation of the waters, called by 
sailors the ground-swell. The news, which 
, the magistrates had almost hesitated to 
communicate to them, were at length an- 
nounced, and spread among the spectator! 
with a rapidity like lightning. A reprieve 
from the Secretary of State's oflSce, under 
the hand of his Grace the Duke of New- 
castle, had arrived, intimating the pleasure 
of Queen Caroline, (regent of the king- 
dom during the absence of George II. on 
the continent,) that the execution of the 
sentence of death pronounced against John 
Pprteous, late Captain-lieutenant of the 
City Guard of Edinburgh, present prisoner 

8 
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IB the tolbdoth of that city, be respited for 
six weeks from the time appointed for bis 
execution. 

The assembled spectators, of almost all 
degrees, whose minds had been wound up 
to the pitch which we have described, ut- 
tered a groan; or rather a roar of-indignsp 
tion and disappointed revenge, similar to 
that of a tyger from whom his meal has 
been rent by his keeper when he was just 
abofit to devour it. This fierce exdama* 
tion seemed to forel)ode some immediate 
explosion of popular resentment, and, in 
fact, such had been expected by the ma- 
gbtrates, and the necessary measures had 
been taken to repress it. But the shout 
was not repeated } nor did any sudden tu- 
mult ensue, such as it seemed to announce* 
The populace seemed to be ashamed of ha- 
ving expressed their disappointment in a 
Tain clamour, and the sound changed, not 
into the silence which had preceded tJie 
arrival of these stunning news, but into 
stifled mutterings,. which each groupe maiii* 
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tfoned among themselves, and which were 
Uended into one deep and hoai:se murmur 
ivhich floated above the assembly. Yet still, 
though all expectation of the execution 
iras over, the mob remained assembled^ 
9tationary, as it were, through very resent- 
ment, ^zing on the preparations for deaths 
which had now. been made in vain, and 
stimulating their feelings, by recalling the 
various claims which Wilson might have 
had on royal mercy, from the mistaken 
motives on which he acted, as well as from 
&e generosity he h^d displayed towards 
bis accomplice* ^^ This man," they said,-»««^ 
^ tl» brave, the resdute, the generous, was 
executed to death without mercy for steaU 
iftg a purse of gold, which in some sense he 
might consider as a fair reprisal ;. while the 
profligate satellite, who took advantage of a 
tdfling tumult, inseparable from such oc<» 
OBimi, to shed tiie blood of twenty of his 
ftUow-citizens, is deemed a flttmg olgect 
ftr the exercise of the royal prerogative of 
mercy* Is this to be bwne f^^woitld Mir 

. 4 
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fathers liare borne it? Are not we» like 
theiQy Scotsmen and burghers of Edin* 
burgh?" 

The officers of justice began now to re- 
move the scaffold, and other preparations 
which had been made for the execudon, in 
hopes, by doing so, to accelerate the dis^ 
persion of the multitude. The measure 
had the desired e£kct } for no sooner had 
the fatal tree been unfixed from the large 
stone pedestal or socket in which it was' 
secured, and sunk slowly down upon the 
wain intended to remove it to the place 
where it was usually deported, than the 
populace^ after giving vent to their feel- 
ings in a second shout of rage and mortifi* 
cation, began dowly to disperse to their 
usual abodes and occupations* 

The windows were in like manner gn* 
dually deserted, and groupes of the mcse 
decent class of citiz^s formed themselves, 
as if waiting to return hooMwards when 
the streets should be cleiured of the rabMe^ 
Contraiy to whjrt; is frequently Hhe case, 
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Has description of persons agreed in gene« 
lal with the sentiments of their inferiors, 
and considered the cause as common to all 
ranks;. Indeed, as we have ahready nott« 
ced, it was by no meaw amongst the low^ 
est class of the spectators, or those most 
likely to be engaged in the riot at Wil- 
son's execution^ that the fatal fire of For- 
teous's soldiers had. taken effect. Several 
penMms were killed who were looking 
out at windows at the scene, who could 
not of course belong to the rioters, and 
were persons of decent rank and condi« 
tion. The burghers, therefore, resenting 
^e loss which had fallen on their own 
body, and proud and tenacious of their 
fights^ as the citizens of Edinburgh have 
at all times been, were greatly exasperated 
9t the unexpected respite of Captain Por- 
teous. 

It was mticed at the time, and after, 
wards more particularly reinembered, that, 
while the mob wei'e in the act of disper- 
sing, several individuals were seen busily 
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passing from one place and one groupe o( 
people to another, remaining long witii 
none, but whispioring for a little time with 
those who appeared to he-declaiming most 
violently against the conduct of govern^ 
menu These active agents had the ap- 
pearance of men from the country, and 
were generally supposed to be old friends 
and confederates of Wilson, whose mindd 
were of course highly excited against Por- 
teous. ' 

If, however, it was the intention of these 
men to stir the multitude to lany suddeii 
act of mutiny, it seemed for the time to be 
fruitless, llie rabble, as well as the more 
decent part of the assembly^ dispersed, and 
went home peaceably ; and it was only by 
observing the moody diKontent on their 
brows, or catching the tenor of the con- 
versation they held with each- other, that a 

stranger could estimate the state of their 

• . . . 

minds. We will give the reader this kid- 
vantage, by associating ourselves with one 
of the numerous groupes who were pain- 
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^y ascending the steep declivity of the 
West Bow to return to their dwellings ifl 
ibe Z^wn-Msrket. 

<< An unco thing tbis^ Mrs Howden,'^ said 
old Peter Humdattias to his neighbour tiie 
rouping-wife, or saleswoman^ as he offered 
her his arm to assist her in the toilsome as«- 
cent, ** to see the grit folk at Xunnon set 
their face against law and gospel, and let 
loose sic a reprobate as Porteous upon a 
peaceable town.'* 

•* And to think o' the weary walk they 
hae gi'en us," answered Mrs Howden, with 
a groan; *^ and sic a comfortable win* 
dow as I had gotten, too^ just within a 
penny-stane*»cast of the scaffold — I could 
hae heard - every word the minister said— 
and to pay twalpennies for my standi and 
a* for naething ?' 

'^^jpam jtidging,'* said Mr Plumdamaa, 
"that this reprieve wadna stand gude in 
Hhe auld Scots law, when the kingdom was 
a kingdom.^ 

** I dinna ken muckle about the law,* 
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answered Mrs Howden ; *' but I ken» when 
^e had a king, and a cbancdlor, and par« 
liament-'men o' our ain^ we could aye pee- 
ble them wi' stanes when they were na gude 
baimsi-*But naebody's nails can reach the 
length o' Lunnon." 

** Weary on Lunnon, and a' that e^ar 
came out o't !'- said Miss Grizeli Damahoy, 
an ancient seamstress ; ** they hae ta'en 
awa' our parliament, and they hae oppress- 
ed our trade. Our gentles will hardly al- 
low that a Scots needle can sew ruffles on a 
sark, or lace on an owerlay.'' 

*^ Ye may say that— Miss Damahoy and 
I ken o' them that hae gotten raisins frae 
Lunnon by forpits' at ance,*' responded 
Fiumdanias ; ^^ and then sic an host of idle 
English gaugers and excisemen as hae come 
down to vex and torment us, that an honest 
man canna fetch sae muckle as a bit anker 
o' brandy frae X^ith to the Lawn-Market, 
but he's like to be rubbit o' the very gudes 
he's bought and paid for. — Weel, I winna 
justify Andrew Wilson for pitting hands on 



i ' 



THE HBAET OF MID#LOTHIAK« 101 

liiiat wasna his ; but if he took nae mair 
than his ain» there's an awfu' difference be- 
tween that and the fact that this man stands 
for.** 

<< If ye speak about the law," said Mrs 
Hawden, << here comes Mr SaddletreCt that 
CM settle it as weel as ony on the bench.'* 

The party she mentioned, a grave elder- 
ly person, with a superb periwigi dressed in 
a decent suk of sad-coloured clothes, came 
up as she spoke, and courteously gave his 
arm to Miss Grizell Damahoy* 

It may be necessary to mention, that Mr 
Bartoline Saddletree kept an excellent and 
highly-esteemed shop- for harness, saddles, 
&c« &C. at the sign of the Golden Na^ 
at the head of Bess-Wynd. His genius^ 
however, (as he himself and most of his 
neighbours conceived,) lay towards the 
weightier matters of the law, and he failed * 
not to give frequent attendance upon the 
pleadings smd .arguments of the lawyers 
atad judges in the neighbouring square^ 
where, to s^iy the truth, he was oftener to 
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be found than would have cdmsiated witfe* 
his own emolument ; Ixut thdt hia wifb^ ftUr 
active pains-taking person, ooitldt in htft 
absence, make an admirable shift to please 
the customers and scold the jouraeymen. 
This good lady was in the babh: of l^ttinj^ 
her husband take his way, and go oo iHii^ 
provifig his stock of legal knowledge y&Sbk* 
out interruption, bnt^ as if is requtal,' 
she insisted upon having her own wfift^ln 
the domestic and commercial departments 
which he abandoned to her. Now, as Bar« 
toline Saddletree had a ccmsiderable ^ft 
of words, which he mistook for doqiieneew 
and conferred more liberaHy upon th^. 
society in which he lived than was. at all. 
times gracious and acceptable, there went 
forth a saying, with which wags used 
sometimes to interrupt his rhetoric, that^ . 
as he had a golden nag at his door, so \ 
he had a grey mare in his shop. This re^ 
proach induced Mr Saddletree, upon all 
occasions, to assume rather a haughty and 
stately tone towards his good wontaii, a 
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cwemistance by which she seemed very 
littte 4j6fected, uidesa when he attempted to 
esiercise any real authority, when she never 
Med to fly into open rebellion. JBut such 
f&tremes Bartoline seldom provoked ; for, 
like the gentle King Jamie^ he was fonder 
of talking o£ authority than really exerci- 
fiog it* This turn of mind was, on the 
whole, lucky for him ; since his substance 
was increaaed without 9,ny trouble on his 
part, or any interruption of his favourite 
studies. 

This word in explanation has been 
thrown in to the reader, while Saddletree 
was laying down» with great precision, the 
law upon Forteous's case^ by which he ar- 
rived at this conclusion, that, if Porteous 
had fired five minutes sooner, before Wil- 
lOQ was cut down, he would have been 
^ersans in licito, engaged, that is, in a law- 
ful act, and only liable to be punished 
fropter excfiswfn, or for lack of discretion, 
which might have mitigated the punish- 
ment to jpcena ordinaria. 
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« Discretion !" echoed Mrs Howden, im 
whom it may weU be supposed the fine* 
ness of this distinction was entirely thrown 
away,^-^<* whan had Jock Porteous either 
grace^ discretion, or gude manners?-^! 
mind when his father ^ 

«* But, Mrs Howden," said Saddletree—-^ 

*< And I^* said Miss Damahoy, *^ mind 
when his mother ^ 

<< Miss Damahoy,'^ entreated the inter- 
rupted orator . 

*< And I/' said Plumdamas, <^ mind when 
his wife* 

<< Mr Humdamas— Mrs Howden — Miss 
Damaihoy,"^ again implored the orator,— - 
<' mind the distinction, as Counsellor Cross- 
myloof says—*-* 1/ says he, * take a distinc- 
tion/ Now, the body of the crinmial being 
cut down,, and the execution ended, Pbr- 
teous was no longer official ; the act which 
he came to protect and guard being done 
and ended, he was no better than cuivis em 
populo*^ 

" Qfiivis — quivis^ Mr Saddletree, craving 
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your pardon/' said (with a prolonged etn- 
ph^^a on the first syllable) Mr Butler^ the 
deputy scboolmadter of a parish near Edin- 
burgh, who at thikt moment £ame up be- 
hind them as the false Latin was uttered. 

^ What signifies interrupting me, Mr 
Butler !^— but I am glad to see ye notwith- 
Munding— ^I s^eak after Counsell6r Cross- 
myloof, and he said eums'' - ^ 

«* If Counsellor Crossmyloof used the 
dative for the nominative, I would have 
crossed hU loof with a tight leathern strap, 
Mr Saddletree ; there is not a boy on the 
booby form but should have been scourged 
for such a solecism in grammar*'* - ' 

^ I speak Latin like a lawyer, Mr But- 
ler, and not like a schoolmaster," retorted 
Saddletree. * 

^ Scarce like a sefaool-boy, I think,'* re- 
joined Butler.. 

«^ It matters little,'* said Bartoline ; ^ alt 
I mean to say is, that Porteous has become 
fiable to thb poena extra cnRnem^ or capital 
punishment ^ which is to say,iu plain Scotdn 
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the gallowsy simply because he did Bot fire 
when he was in ofBce^ but waited till the 
body was cut down, the execution whilk 
he had in charge to guard implemented^ 
and he himself exonered of the public 
trust imposed on him." 

<' But» Mr Saddletree'* said Plumdamas^ 
** do ye really think John Forteous's case 
wad hae been .better if he had begun firing 
before ony stanes were flung at a' ?" 

'< Indeed do I, ne^fabour Flumdamas,'' 
TepUed BartoUne, confidently, ** he being 
then in point of trust and in point of 
|H>wer, the execution being but inchoate or, 
at least, not implement^, or finally ended; 
but aA€;r Wilson was cut down it was a' 
ower — ^he was clean exauctorate, and had 
nae mair ado but to get awa' wi' his guard 
up this West Bow aafastas: if there had been 
a caption after him — And this is law, for I 
heard it laid down by Lord Vincovineen- 
tem." . 

" Vincovineentem ?*~Is he a lord of states 
or a lord of seat?' enquired Mrs Howden. 
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" A lord of seat — a lord of session.— I 
fash mysell little wi' lords o' state; they 
vex me wi* a wheen idle questions about 
their saddles, and curpels, and holsters, and 
borse-fumiture, and what they'll cost, and 
whan they'll be ready — a wheen gallopping 
geese — my wife may serve the like o' them." 

•* And so might she, in her day, hae 
served the best lord in the land, for as little 
as ye think o' her, Mr Saddletree," said Mrs 
Howden, somewhat indignant at the con« 
temptuous way in which her gossip was men- 
tioned J ** when she and I were twa gilpies, 
we little thought to hae silten doun wi' the 
like o'my auld Davie Howden, or you either, 
Mr Saddletree^" 

While Saddletree, who. was not bright at 
^ reply, was cudgelling his brains for an 
answer to this home-thrust, Miss Damahoy 
broke in on him* 

** And as for the lords of state," said Miss 
Damahoy, *' ye suld mind the riding o' the 
parliament, Mr Saddletree, in the gude 
auld time before the Union, — a year's rent 
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o' mony a gude estate gaed for borse-graitb 
and harnessing, forbye broidered robes and. 
foot-mantles, that wad hae stude by their 
lane wi' gold brocade, and [that were muo- 
kle in my ain line.'' 

" Ay, and then the lusty banquetting^ 
with sweet-meats and comfits wet and dry, 
and dried fruits of divers sorts,*^' said Flunw 
damas. '* But Scotland was Scotland in 
these days." 

" III tell ye what it is, neighbours," said 
Mrs Howden, ** I'll ne'er believe Scotland is 
Scotland ony mair, if our kindly Scots sit 
doun with the affront they hae gi'en us tb£s 
day. It^s not only the blude that is shed^ 
but the blude that might hae been shed^ 
that's requbed at our hands } there j^ my 
daughter's wean,- little Eppie Daidle-— ^my 
oe, ye ken. Miss Grizel-^had plaid the txtt- 
ant frae the si^hool, as bairns will do, ye 
ken, Mr Bdtler" * 

« And for which," interjected Mr Butl^r» 
" they should be soundly scourged by their 
well-wishers." 
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^' Aud had ju8t cruppin to the gaflon^s'^ 
foot to sQe the hanging, as was natural for a 
wean ; and what for might na she hae been 
shot as weel as the rest o' them, and where 
wad we a* hae been then ^ I wonder how 
Queen Carline (if her name be Carline), 
wad hae liked to hae had ane o' her ain 
bairns in sic a venture ?" 

«« Report says,** answered Butler, " that 
such a circumstance would not have dis* 
tressed her majesty beyond endurance.'* 

•* Aweely** said Mrs Howden, V the sum o* 

'the matter is, that, were la man, I wad hae 

amends o^.Jock Porteous, be the upshot 

what like o't, if a' the carles and carlines in 

, .England had sworn to the nay-say." 

*^ I would claw down the tolbooth door 
wi' my nailsy'^ said Mrs Grizel, ** but I wad 
be at him.'* 

" Ye may be very right, ladies,** said 
ButlJSr, *' but I would not advisd you to 
sp^ak so loud.** ^ 

<< Speak r* exclaimed both the ladies to- 
gether, " there will be naethin^ else spo* 
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ken about frae the Weigh-house to the Wa- 
ter-port| till this is either ended or mended." 
The females now d^eparted to their respec- 
tive places of abode. Flumdamas joined 
the other two gentlemen in taking their 
meridian (a bumper-dram of brandy), as 
they passed the well-known low-browed 
shop in the Lawn-Market, where they were 
wont to take that refreshment. Mr Flum- 
damas then departed towards his shop^ and 
Mr Butler^ who happened to have some par- 
ticular occasion for the rein of an old bridle, 
{the truants of that busy day could have an- 
ticipated its application,) walked down the 
Lawn-market with Mr Saddletree, each talk- 
ing as he could get a word thrust in, the one 
on the laws of Scotland, the other bn those 
of syntax, and neither listening to a word 
which his companion uttered. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

^Iswhair he colde right wee! lay down the law, 

' But in-bis house was meke as iV a daw. 

» 

Davie Linimat. 

" Thbeb has been Jock Driver the car- 
rier here, speering about his new graith,** 
B^id Mrs Saddletree to her husband^ as he 
crossed H^ threshold, not with th^ purpose 
by any means of consulting him upon hi» 
own af&irs, but merely to intimate, by a 
gentle recapitulation, how much duty she 
bad gone through in his absence*. 

" Weel," replied Bartoline, and deigned 
fiat a word more. 

** And the laird of Girdingburst has bad 
his running footman here, and ca'd bimsell 
(he's a civil pleasant young gentleman^ to 
see when the broidered saddle*cloth for his 

2 
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sorrel horse will be ready, for he wants it 
agane the Kelso races." 

*• Weel, aweel/* replied Bartoline, as la» 
conically as before. 

«< And his lordship, the Earl of Blazon* 
bury, Lord Flash and Flame, is like to be 
clean daft, that the harness for the six 
Flanders mares, wi' the crests, coronets^ 
housings, and mountings conform, are no 
sent hame according to promise gi'en.'* 

«• Weel, weel, weel — weel, weel^ gude- 
wife," said Saddletree, *^ if* he gangs daf)^ 
well hae him cognosced — ^it*s a' very wed." 

<* It's wee) Aat ye think sae, Mr Saddle*^ 
tree," answered hiar helpmate, rather nettled 
at the indifference with which her report 
was received; *^ there's mony awe wad hac 
thought themselves af&onted, if sae mony 
customers bad ca^d and naebody to answer 
them but women-folk, for ^ the kds- were 
aff sae siine as your back was turned to see 
Porteous hanged^ that might be coubte<i 
upon ; and sae, you no being at hame''^— «^ 

^ Hduts, Mrs Saddletree," said Bartolki^ 
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widi an air of conaequence, ** dtnna deave 
me wi' your nonsense; I was under the 
necessity of being dsewhere— -lum cmnia-^ 
as Mr Crossmylogf said, when he was call- 
ed by two macers at once» non omnia possu^ 
nm9'^'-'pes9imus^~p08nmU-^l ken our law- 
latin offends Mr Butler's ears» but it means 
naebody, an' it were the Lord President 
himseUt can do twa turns at anee.'' 

*• Very right, Mr SadcUetree/' answered 
his carefid helpmate, with a sarcastic smile^ 
*^ and nae doubt it's a decent thing to leave ^ 
your wife to look after young gentlemen's 
saddles and bridles, when ye gang to see 
a. man, t^at never did ye nae tl], raxing a 
halter.** 

^ Woman," said Saddletree, assuming an 
elevated tone, to which the meridian had 
somewhat contributedt " desist,— I say for- 
bear from intromiting with affairs thou 
caa'st not understand. D'ye think I was 
bom to sit here brogging an elshin through 
bend leather, when sic men as Duncan For- 
bes, and that other Arnistoa ehield there, 
L without muckle greater parts^ if the close* 
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head -speak true, than oaysell, maun be pre- 
sidents and kiQg^s advocates nae doubt, and 
isrha but they ? Whereas, were favour equal- 
ly distribute, as in the days of the wight 

Wallace'^ 

. *< I ken naething we wad hae gotten by 
the wight WaUace," said Mrs Saddletree* 
M unless, as I hae heard the auld foll^ ieli, 
they foi^ht in thae days wi' bend-leatber 
guns, and then it's a chs^nce but what if be 
bought them, he might forget to pay &r 
them. . And as for the greatness of your 
parts, Barjtley, the folk in the clpse-head 
maun ken mair about them than I do, if 
they make sic a report of them/' 

*< I tell ye, woman," said Saddletree, in 
high dudgeon, <^ that ye ken naething 
about these matters. In Sir William Wal« 
lace's days, there was nae man pinned 
down to sic a slavish wark as a Sadler's, for 
they got ony leather graith that they had 
vse for ready*made out of Holland." 

** Well," said Butler, who was, like many 
of his profession, something of an humouc* 
ist and dry joker, «< if that be the caa^i 



Mr Saddletree) I tbiok ve have changed 
fear the better ; since we make our own har* 
nessy and only iti^port onr lawyers from 
HoflanA" 

"It's.tQO true, Mr Butler," apswered 
IbirtoliDie wi;hr a sigh ; ^ if I had bad the 
Ittd: — or rather, if my father l;»d had the 
9ame to send me to Leyden and Utreeht 
tff^ learn the &ibstitutea bx^ Fandex'^ • 

^ You. mean the Institutes^^JustiniaQ'Sr 
Institiiles, Mr Sa4dletree,'' said Butler. 

<* loadtutes and substitutes are synonym 
mous wordsy Mr Butler, and used indif^ 
rently as such in deeds of tailzie, as you 
i^ay see in Balfour's Fractiques^ or Dallas 
0f St Ma»rtin's StUes. I und^stand these 
iimgs pretty weel, I thank God ; but I owa 
I sh<>uld have studied in Holland." 
. «( To coffifort you, you might not have 
been fiurther forward than you now are, Mr 
Saddletree," relied Mr Butler j ** for our 
Scotti^ advocates are an aristocratic race 
--*Thetr brass is of the right Corinthian qua- 
lily, aad Non €^i^ amt^t adire Ccrinthum 
^rnabit, Mr Saddletree 2" - ' , 
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• << And aha, Mr Butler,'' rejoined BartO' 
line, iipon whom, as may well be supposed,' 
the jest was lost, and all but the sound of 
the words, ** ye said a gliff syne it was qm- 
9iSf and now I heard ye say cuims "mih . 
my lun ears; as plain as ever I heard a word 
at the fore-bar." 

^< Give me your patience, Mr ^Saddie^ 
tree, and I'll explain the discrepancy in 
three words,** Kud Butler, as pedantic in "his 
own department, though with infiniteFf ' 
more judgment and learningi as Bartoline 
was in his self-assumed profession ' of tU? 
law— *• Give me ypur patience 'fw* a mO- 
ment — You'll grant that the nominati^* 
case is that by which a person or thing » 
nominated or deigned, and which may be^ 
called tlie primary case, all others being^* 
formed from it by alterations of the terftii* 
nation in the Teamed lupgoages, and hf^ 
prepositions in our modern Babylonian jar* 
gons — You'll grant me that, I suppose, life* ai 
Saddletree?* 

*^I dinna ken whether I will or nd-^^e^^J 
0msandum, ye kenr-^naebody should be in 
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a burry to make admissions, either in point 
4^ law or in point of fact," said Saddletree^ 
looking, or endeavouring to look, as if be 
uoderstood what was said* 

<* And the dative case," continued But- 
ler——^ 

^' I ken what a tutor dative is," said Sad- 
dJetiee, <^ readily enough/' 

'< Tbe dative otse,'' resumed the gram- 
mariaOy ^* is that in which any thing is given 
or assigned as properly belonging to a per* 
son, or thing-* You cannot deny that, I am 
sure.* 

^* I am sure I'll no grant it though,** 
jNHd Saddletree* 

- .** Then, what the deeeil d'ye take the 
4iominative and the dative cases to be?" 
<8id Butler, hastily, and surprised a|; once 
.put of his decency of expression and accu« 
racy of pronounciatipn. 

•« I'll tell you that at leisure, Mr Butler,** 
iaid Saddletree, with a very knowing look j 
** Til take a day to see and answer every 
brticle of your condescendence, and then PU 
Bold ye to confess or deny as accords."^ 



lift tAlbs of my landi^^ 

«* Come, come» Mr Saddletree,'' said hb 
iiirife, <^ we'll have nae confessions and cofr 
descendences here ; let them deal m ^ 
sort o' wares that are paid for them— 4lulf 
suit the like o' us as ill as a demipique sa^ 

r 

die would set a draught ox/' 

>« Aha !" said Mr Butler, « Optat epHf 
pia bos pigeTy nothing new under the suih* 
But it was a fair hit of Mrs Saddletfee^ 
however." 

«* And it wad far better beeome ye, Bfc 
Saddletree," continued his helpmate, ** sinee 
ye say ye hae skeel o' the law, to try if 
ye can do ony thing for Effie Deans, (I'uir 
thing, that's lying up in the tolbooth j^ 
der, cauld and hungry and comfortletSf^ 
a servant lass of ours, Mr Butler, and as 
innocent a lass to my thinking, and # 
tisefu' in the chop — When Mr SaddlefM 
gangs out, and ye're aware he's seldom fli 
hame when there's ony o' the plea-botisei 
open^ poor Effie used to help me to tumUi 
the bundles o' barkened leather up^ii' 
down, and range out the gudes, anditt 
a' body's humours--*And troth, she eddM 
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to- 

tye please the customers wi* her answers, 
for she was aye civil, and a bonnier lass 
wasna in Auld Reekie; And when folk 
were hasty and unreasonable, she cduld 
serve them better than me, that am no sae 
young as I hae been, Mr Butler, and a wee 
bit short in the temper into the bargain^. 
For when there*s ower mony folk crying on 
jAae at anes, and nane but ae toilgue to an- 
swer them, folk maun speak hastily or they^U 
fcc'er get through wark — Sae I miss EflSe 
liaily*'— 
' •* De die in diem,'' added Saddletree. 

«* I think," said Butler, after a good deal 
6f hesitation, *« I have seen the girl in the 
thop-^— a mddest-lo'okingi black-haired girl ?^ 
" « Ay, ay, that's just puir Effie,'' said her 
nistress. *' How she was abandoned to her- 
leU, or whether she was sackless o' the sin- 
fii' deed, Godln Heaven knows ; but if she'k 
been guilty,, she's been sair tempted, and I 
irad atnaist take my bible-aith she hasna 
Itecnherstell at the time." 
f' BvLiies had by this time become much 
jlgitated; he fidgetted up and down the 
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shop, and she\^ed the greatest agitatjmi 
that a person of such strict decorum could 
be supposed to give way to. *• Was not 
this girly" he said, ** the daughter of An* 
drew D^eans, that had the parks at St 
Leonard's taken ? and has she not a sis- 
ter?* 

<< In troth has she — ^puir Jeanie Deaini' 
ten years elder than hersel ; she was here 
greeting a wee while syne about her sistefi 
And what could I say to her, but that ^ 
behoved to come and speak to Mr Saddl 
tree when he was at hame ? It wasn^ 
I thought Mr Saddletree could do her 
ony other body muckle good or ill, but 
wad aye serve to keep the puir thin^. 
heart up for a wee while ; and let sorro^ 
come when sorrow maun.** I 

•« Ye're mistaken though, gudewife^* 
said Saddletree scornfuUyi ^^ for I co 
faae gien her greit satisfaction; I 
hae proved to her that her sister was i 
dieted upon the statute sixteen hun 
and ninety, chapter one— *For the 
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teaciy prevdntioa of child^mu^der— for tOA-^ 
cesiing her pregnancy, itnd giving no ac« 
eount of the child Which shd had borne.** 

** I hope,*^ said Butler,-^" X trust in a 
gracious God, that she can clear herself^** 

** And sae do I, Mr Buder^" replied Mri 
Saddletree^ *\ I am sure I wad hae answer- 
ed for her as my ain daughtiir ) but, waet 
toy heailv I hid been tender a* thci simmer^ 
and scarce ower the doot o' my room for 
liral weeks. And as for Mr Sa(!dletree^ 
le might be in a lying-in hospital^ and 
ie'er find out what the women cam there 
&n Sae I could see little or naething o^^ 
ker, or I wad hae had the truth o' her situa* 
tion out o' her, Tse warrant ye-^But we a* 
ttunk her sist^^c maun be able to speak stome- 
tiiing to dear lifer.'* 

«< The haill Parliaiflent-hous6," said Sadi- 
^tree, <* was speaking o' naething else, till 
Ibis job o* Porteous*s put it out o* head—* 
l^s a beautiful pdiiit of presumptive mur* 
1^^ and there'tf been nane like it in the 
|usticiar Court since the <iase of Luclde' 
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Sm^ the iify^rdie, th4t suffered in tike yeu 
aaxteen hundred and sevea^-nine." 

"But what'd the saattet wi* yeu^ Ifc 
Bader," wtfd the gpqd woman ; " ye «6 
looking as white «» a sheet j will ye take a 

drain!?" 

. «• By no iaeans," said BaiJeis, compeU 
ling himself to speak. *• I walked in- froai 
Dumfries yesterday, and this is a warm 

day.'* 
- «♦ Sit down/* sHd Mrs Saddletree, layiaft 

hands on him kindly, *«»fflad rest ye^ye'lt 
kill yoursell, man, at that jsate.--And a^ 
we to wish yejogr o' getUng the scule, M^ 
BuUerr* , 

" ye8*HllO--I.do BOt^IK)^.'* 

. «« Ye dinaa ken whether ye are t» grt? 
the free scale o' Dumfries or; do, aftes Wi^ 
ing on and teaching it a' the simmwr ?^ >•. 

«< No, Mrs Saddletrpe-^ am not to hnft 
it;' replied Batler. «' The Laird of BImIs^ 
atrthe-^ne had a .aatu;»i son bred tO:^ 
kirk tl^al;^ presljtyitciry qould not ,b# pMf 
vailed on to licence $ a«^-80"e--r+' > :o ^ 



* Ay, ye need say hae mair about it 5 if 
ftere ivas a laird that had a puir kiosttian 
iit a badtard that it wad suit, there's eneugh 
'teii — And ye're e'en come back to Libber- 
•ton to wait for dead men's ahoon ?— and, 
for as frail as Mr Whackbairn is, he may 
live as lang as you, that are his assistant and 
'fticcessor.** 

" Very like," replied Butler with a sigh ; 
** I do not know if I should wish it other- 
irise." 

• ** Nae doubt it's a very vexing thing/^ 
continued the good lady, ** to be in that 
dependent station j and you that hae right 
and title to sae muckle better, I wonder 
how ye bear these crosses," 

** QiMx; i^^^eotf^^gvi/;'^ answered Butler ; 
.*' even the pagan Seneca could see an ad- 
vantage in affliction. The Heathens had 
tiieir plnlosophy, and the Jews their reve* 
•latibn, Mrs Saddletree, and tbey endured 
'their distresses in their day. CSiristians 
iiave a better dispensatiou this either-^ 
but doubtless" 



He stopped and sighed. 

^* I kee wh^t ye mean/' said Mrs Saddte- 
treet lookkig toward her busband ; ^* therels 
whiles we ioae ^patience to spite of baitih 
book 4nd Bible*— But ye ane no g/Koa a«a» 
and looking sjEie poorly-^jf^i'U ^tay and tafce 
some kale wi' us ?" 

Mr Saddletree laid aside Batfbitr^ Vtsu^ 
•tiques, (his favourite study, and much good 
may it do hkn,) to join in hia wi&'s hospi- 
table importunity. But the teacher 4s^ 
"eUiaed all entreatyj ^nd took his leave vp« 
<>Q the ^oL 

'^ There's somethit^.ia V t)»s«" said Mff 
Saddlotr^e, losing after hkQ as he KiaHMl 
up the street ;'** I wander what mskes }& 
Butter sae dtatresftad i^bout Stte^ «iisfor- 
lUfiQ-— tlw*e was Ate acqaflMataBoe atmeii 
tbem t^M ^ever I saw or beand of; imt 
they were fie^hbouirs when I>auid DmIs 
Wm ^m ^ tskd of i>iimbie&lfi6'$ hoA 
JMc BiQttfr wad ken her.&tfaer^ tir.fiomelf 
her fidki-fHQet iipi Mr Saddletise^-ye^iM* : 
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9tt youfsell dcyws: on the ret y btedKun that 
wants s|itfihiing-~And here'st Little Wiltie^ 
t)i/e pre&ttce,— ^Yc little ttn-there^ckut de'il 
tbat ye are, what takes you^ raking through 
the gutters to see folk hangit?— how wad 
ye like when it cuias to- be your ain cbancet 
as I winpa ensuie ye^ if ye dinna mend yoor 
manners ?— And what ate ye maund^iing 
and greeting fw^ as if a word were breaking 
jFOur banes ? gang in bye, and be a better 
kairn mother time, and tett P^gy to gi'e 
ye a Inekef o' broth, for ye^ be as gleg as 
agled> V^e wamtat ye.— it's a fittherlesB 
b^i), Mr Saddletree, and motherless, wUlk 
in some eases may be waur, and aoae wadi 
take eare o^ iAm^ if they eouldhp^xt's a €hns» 
tian duty.** 

« Very true, goodwtfe,'' said Saddletree 
in reply, ^^ we are in Joca paremtis to hint 
during his years of pupillarity, and I hae 
had thoughts of applying to the Court for 
a commissiitMr aa factor iac^ M^rUy seeing 
there is nae tutor nominate^ and the tutor*. 
at-law declinea to act ; but only I fear the 



1S6 TALES OF MT LANDLORDw 

expeBce of the procedure if ad not be ift 
rem versam^ for I am not aware if Willie 
has ony effects whereof to assume the ad- 
ministration." 

He concluded this sentence with a self- 
i|0portant cough, as one who has laid down 
the law in an indisputable manner, 

^' Effects !" said Mrs Saddletree, « what 
effects has the puir wean ?T*-he was in rags 
when his mother, died \ and the blue polo. 
nie that Effie made for hhh out of an auld 
mantle of my ain, was the first decent dress 
the baira ever had on* Poor Efiie ! can ye' 
tell me na really, wi' a' your law, will her 
life be in danger, Mr Saddletree, when thqr 
are lia able to prove that ever there was a 
bairn ava ?** 

« Whoy,*^ said Mr Saddletree, delighted 
at having for once in his life seen hid wife'is 
attention arrested by a topic of legsd dis* 
cussion— ••* Whoy, there are two sorts of 
murdrum or murdragiumf or what you f(h 
pulariter et vvlgariter call murther. I meim 
there are many sorts ; for there^s your mur» 
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Umim per vigUias et imidiM, aod your 
Mur&rum und^T trmtJ!* 

'* I am sure that's the way the gentty 
murder us merchants, and whiles makes us 
shut the booth up — ^but that has naething 
to do wi' Effie's misfortune." . 

' "The casie of Effie (or Euphemia). Deans,*' 
temimed Saddletree, ^* is one of thpse cases 
qC murder presumptive, that is, a murder of 
of the law's inferring, or construction,, being* 
derived from certain indicia or grounds of 
suspicion.** , 

" So that," said the good woman, " un- 
less pocfT Effie has communicated her situ- 
ation, shell be hanged by the neck, if the" 
bairn was still-born, or if it be alive at this 
moment ?" 

" Assuredly," said Saddletree, " it being 
a statute made by our sovereign Lord and 
Lady, to prevent the horrid delict of bring, 
ing forth children in secret— the crime is 
lather a favourite of the law, this species 
of murther being one of its ain creation." 

" Then, if the law makes murders," jsaid 
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Mns Suddletree; ^^ the law should be hao^* 
ed for them } or if they wad hang a lawyer 
iMtead, the country wd^d find nae fimt" 

A fliiminoiis to their fru^ diimev inter-' 
routed the fiirtber pr4^e88 of the ccfnvW' 
satioD, which ^sTm otherwise like to ta&e a 
tttni mtt<fh kss hmmtvkSe to^ tiie science 
id jiirii^adeBce and ita pf ofenofi^ tbw 
Mr BbrtoliBe Saddletree^ the food adurir^r 
of both^ had at its opening iHHicnpaftedi 
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CHAPTER V. 

But up then ruse all Edinburglv 
^ Hiey aU rase up b^ thoosands three. 

BuTiifiB, on fafiB departure fTom die s^it 
of the Gholdeb Nag^ went in qcrast of 
£ri'eiiii of his^ cdnneeted with the law, at 
whom he wiAed tb make particular enqoi^ 
ries concerning the circumstances in whidh 
the uirfbfttmate young Wonmn mentiooed 
in the hA chapter waii'piaicedi /havin^> aff 
the reader hts probably. already ^cdnjecto^ 
red, rfeaaona much de^pei* than those^ die^ 
tftied by mere humanity, for intetestingf 
himsieif in her fate^ H^ fbdnd the person 
he sought absetaEt frooa honied and waa 
equally unfortunate in 6ne or two otfaekt 
odla which be made upon > acquaihtataoee 
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i^liom he hoped to interest in her story. 
But every body was, for the moment, 
stark-mad on the subject of Porteous, and 
engaged busily in. attacking or defending 
the measures of government in reprieving 
him ; and the ardour 6t dispute had exi- 
ted such universal thirst, that half the young 
lawyers and writers, together with their 
very clerks, the class whom Butler was 
looking afler, had adjourned the debate to 
soaie Hsivourite tavern/ It was computed 
tiy an i»cperiehced arithmetieiaD, tBat theft 
wtas.as' much tvro^enny ale oonsiwied on 
the discussion as would have floated a Stat 
rkte man of war. ; ' . 

Butier wandered about until it was dusk) 
resolving tQtsk^. that oppprCunity of vi- 
siting the unfinrtimate ybui^ woman, whefi 
his doing so might be least observed ; for 
he^had his own reasons for avoidUg tte 
remains; idf' Mr^^ Saddletree, whose ishop*^ 
door iopened: at; no^ ^reat) dftstatii^ fi-pm 
tkab of "^the gaol, tiiough bi^bre Opposite ct 
Math side ^ of thejstaree^ and Or' Itttie' higher 
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Up. He passed, therefore, through the nar-* 
row and partly covered passage leading; 
frqin the north-west end of the Parliament; 
jSquare* 

He stood now before the Gothic en- 
traN3ce of the ancient prison,, which, as is 
veil known., to all men, rears its ancient! 
front in the very middle . of the ; Highr 
abreet, forming, as it were, the termina* 
tioB to a huge pile of buildings called the 
Luckenbooths^ which» for some inconcei- 
vaUe reason, our ancestors have jammed 
into the midst of the principal street . of 
the town, leaving for passage a .n^row 
street on the. north, and on the. south, into 
which the prison opens, a narrow crooked 
lane, windipg betwixt the high and aoipbre 
waUs of the Tolbooth.anU the. adjacent 
bouses on the one side, and tl)e l^uttresset 
and projections of the old Cathedral upon 
the pt^ier. To give: some gaiety tp this 
sombre passage, (well known by the name 
of tii^e Krames,) a mja^er of iittle booths, 
. Sf «1>PP?» ftf'ter tl^e fashifin of coWerf' ataUs^ 

4 



projections: sad ^butments^ ao that it seetnk- 

ed as if the tiaders ftad oeenpiedr with n^nu^- 

bearing the same proportion to the b«ild^« 

ing^ eVery buttress an<i coign of vastagoiy^ia 

the maartfett did m Maebeth's €asl}e. Q§ 

iMer )ear^ these booths hate d^g^tt^ 

ed into mere toy-shops, where the MM 

loiterers chieflly interested in stick wai'eii' 

are tempted to Hngey^ enqfaanfted by <he 

Fich display of b^bby-'biiPSQSy babies^, an4 

pntch tc^S) aiaraHged in mtfyA sud ^«f 

eonfiiiion} yet htidflscared by the troto^ 

looks of the withered paiitabdin^ or ^pMM 

tacled old lady^ by whom tiiese teAoptti^ 

atores^ are watched and snptrhifended^ 

But, in die times we write of, the bosien^^ 

the gloversy th& hafttersy the iMfreers, tbii 

vdliners^ and all who deah hi the miscdU 

laneous wares now termed hatnerdaslhei^t 

geoda^ were to be found ki thia ni^row 

To return frani ow digression. Bntlef 
fbimd the outer tqmkey^ a (all thia oM 
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with' Imfg 9ikrer har, in the act 6i 
locking the (nxmzxd door of th6 jail. He 
addressed himself to tbis person, and asked 
admittance ta Effie Deans, confined upon 
sUscusatikm of cbild-rourder. The turnkey 
looked ai*him earnestly, aiid^ civiUy toueli^ 
k^ faia bal out of respeot to Botler^s black 
coat and clerical af^earance, replied, ^* It 
was »possible as^y pne coidd be admitted 
art present.^ 

^* You 9hM iip^ earlier tfaMi usual, probs^ 
hfy CHI account of Captada Porteou»'s atfair ?^ 
saidf Ifotlef. 

: The turnkey, with the true mystery of a* 
person in office, gave two grave nods, and 
withdrawing from the wards a ponderous 
key of about tw6 hit in length, be pto* 
ceeded to shut a strong plate of steel, which 
folded down above the key-hole, and was 
secured by a steel-spring and catch. But- 
ler stood stftl iiKtittctively while the dodr 
wad made fast, and then looking at his 
watch, wdiked briskly up the ^tfeet, m^t 
tering ta himsek'alaioae uneonacioualy— 
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' PoruTadverta^ingeiUiy iolidoque Bid$mttnte co(iiiiiaiB ;. 
Vif ut nulhi .virum, non ipsi exscindire ferro 
CoelicQlKTaleant — Stat ferrea turris ad auras— drc* 

Having wasted more time in a second 
fruitless attempt to seek out his legal friend 
and adviser, he thought it time to leave tbe 
city and return to his place of resideaoe, in 
a small village, about two miles and a half ta 
the southward of Edinburgh. The nKtro» 
polis was at this time surrounded.b^ a high 
wall, with battletnents and flanking projec- 
tions at some intervals, and the. access was 
through gates, called in the Scottish lan- 
guage ports^ which were regularly sbut at 
Xiight. A small fee to the. keepeis would 
indeed procure egress and ingress at any 
time, through a wicket left for that pari 



* Wide 18 the fronting gatCi and raised on btgb,. 
With adamantine colunms tbreata the skj ;, 
Vain is the force of man,, and Heaven's as vain^ 
To crush the pillars which the t>ile sustain ; 
SabUoie en these a tewer of steel is reaised, 

, Da\DftM'fi.jr«r^BcN>kv4j . 
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pose in the' large gate, but.it waif of some 
iii]|M>rtai>ee to a man so poor as Butler, 
to avoid even this slight pecuniary mulct ;v 
and fearing he might be near the hour of 
shotting the gates, he made^ for that to^ 
which he found himself nearest, although, 
h^' doing so, he somewbai: lengthened his 
walk homewards. Bristo-port was that> 
by wMch his direct road lay, but the West- 
port, which leads but. of the Graas-market, 
was the nearest of the city gate$ to the 
place where he found bimselfy and to that, 
therefwe, he directed his course. He reach- \ 
^ the port in ample time to pass the cir>- 
cait of the walls, and enter a suburb called 
Fortsburgh, chiefly inhabited by the lower 
order of tcittzJens and mechanics. Here he 
was unexpectedly iuterrupted. 

He had not gone far from the gate before 
he beard the sound of a drum, and, to his 
great, surprise, met a numbei: of persons, 
sufficient to occupy the w.hole front of ;the. 
streeti and form a considerable ipass behind^ , 
moving wilb graat speed to wajrds theg^te he 



hsid ju8( eoBie from,, and havkig hi fmnfr oi 
them a drmm fafeating to arnoid. Wbile lie 
«0Dsidered how be should escape a pntji 
asKembiedj as it mi^t be presumed, tor no 
lawful purpose^ they oame fftll PQ him and 
stopped him. 

<^ Are yoaa' dergyoian ?^ one qpeaf^oah 
Cfd himtf 

Butlef replied that *^ he was in drdeni) 
but was not a pk^ied mim^^tJ* 

^ Ifs Mr Sutler from IMsetum,'' sitida 
voice ftom behit>d } <* beTll dis^lterge tfaf 
duty as weel as ony vkin.** 

<* You must turn back with-ud, sir^** said 

the first speaker, in si ton<^ <^iv|l but p«^ 
remptory* 

<' Fbr what pufpm^ gentfimien 1^ sm^ 
Mr Butler. <^ 1 live at some distance finmar 
town-r*»the rOftds are ansM« hf nigfat-^yoa 
will do me a mmn^^ injury by stopping saei* 

<^ Yoti shall liie iseen safely home^^^no mm 
shall to6ch a hair of ^ro^r beadM-Jnit ji09 
nnisty and sbatl come along mi^ usJ* 
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tfieHi?' eaicl Butien '^1 bope yew will be 
M civli ft9 tov eypldiit ditt to me 2" ^ 
. ^ Y<m .didlli knowi tlMi; la giMd tHiie» 
Cofl9e akmjBjH-te tmoteymx mnsA^ by feteot 
Qv &fr meati^;. atidrl iMrn y#u.t0 Jook b*& 
tiier to the rigbt kawl nor tbe teflb^ and to 
Cate na Bdtdc^ of «i|f num^s fucej^ bist gds^ 
sider all that is fmmug heBatt yoo as* m 

*< I would it were a dream I could awa^ 
Ittffi if om/' j»id Butler to hif«sd#; bun, ha- 
ving wy m&Lmk to QppoM thei vicdenee wi&r 
wfai^b be wasr thsre^tenedy be was eKMUpdieA 
^ tQin round md laarch io front of the 
itoti^r^ twt> men parttf supfMtfting aisd parfc^ 
fy faoMiBg him* During tbit parley tbet 
insCtf gents had Hiade tbeikiseWes maaters of 
the Weal^pert) fushmg uipon the waiters; 
(0^ the peojde were caUed who had the 
cfattfge of the gates^), and posaeasifig them** 
selves of the keys# They boUed and burred 
tbe fbldtng doors^ and commanded the-pcF^ 
BOXip whose duty it usually was» to secure 
ihe wteket^ of Whieh tberji did Mt iiBder^ 
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Stand the fastenings. The man, terrified 
at an incident so totalljr unexj^cted, wu * 
unable to perfwrn his -usual office^ and 
gave the matter up, after several attempts. 
The riotersy who. seemed to have come 
prepared for every emergencj, called for 
torchest by the light of which they naijetf , 
i)^ the wicket with long nails, which, it 
seemed probable, they had provided oiv 
purpose. 

While this was going on, Butler coatcE 
not| even if be had been willing, have avoid* 
ed making remarks on the individuals who ^ 
seemed to lead this singular mob.- Tbe | 
torch Hgbtt while it fell on their forms and 
left him in the shade, gave him an oppor- 
tvmity todo so without their observing hini^ 
Several ofthosewho seemed most active w^ i 
dressed in sailors jackets, trowsers, and sea 
caps; otiiersin large loose-bodied great-coftts> ^ 
and siouehed hats ; and there -were sevem^ | 
who, judging from their dress, should have 
been callol women, whose rough deepvoiae^ 
uncommon si^, and masculine deportm^ 
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and mode of walking, forbade them being 
«) iBterpreted. They m<»^ed as if by some 
well-concerted plan of arrangement. They 
had signals by which they knew, and niclc- 
names by which they distiogni^ed each 
other. Butler remarked, that the name of 
Wildfire was used among, them, to which 
one stout Amazon seemed .to reply. 
' The rioters 'left a small pfearty to observe 
the West Port, aiid directed the waiter8,:a« 
ttey valued theif lives, to remain within their 
lodge, and make no attempt i^t that nighd 
tD repossess thems^ves of the gate* They: 
(hen moved with rapidity alpngj the low 
street called the Cowgate, die mob of the 
city every where .rising at the sound of 
theirdrum, and j^oining them. : Wheo they 
arrived at the Cowgate; Port, they sedu^t 
red it with as little opposition as the for^ 
mer, made it fast, and left a small party 
to observe it. . It was afterwards remark-' 
ed, as a singular instance of psudence and 
precaution, singularly combined with au-^ 
^acity, that the parties left to guard thosci 



piX/si HA iKfk $mxmn ilOithnmy^ &m their 
pq0t8,. btit jBift^d to a^tiT fc^ kfe|iii^ m 
tiear the gates as tisr as;^ tiiat no* e&rts 
were made to open tbem, yet not reaiaki^ 
ing ni^ long as tor haefe t&eiir persoBs (k 
servecL The mob, at fitsat^ only about oat 
IhMidred straitg, now amounted to tlioa- 
sands, and wi^ increafimg evdsy mameot 
They divMedi.t]iemarive9 so as ta ascend 
with more speed tiie ^aarious narrow Iaae$ 
which lead up frooi the Cowgate to tte 
liigfa Stf eet i and stiil beating to ansB m 
tirqr went, and calHngon ali true; Seotsma 
to join them, they now filled Ite principal 
alrieet of the eiiy , 

The NetbinHbow PoEi xm^t be calied the 
Tempfe-bar of Edinbui^ as^ ipftersectii^ 
the High Street at its tei^ninationt it divided 
Sdinburgji, properly so> caltedy ^m tbs 
spbofb called the Canoiigate, a« TempWt 
bar di9ide$ London ffom^ WestamiMa; tt^ 
was of the otoiost importance t^thenotaif 
to possess thems^s of this pasa, ^^^9*1 
ft^e WM ^uMienA in the Caoong^ ir 



tiMt ^me # cQgim^nt of iwfytotafy jQ0aiaiui4» 
ti bj Cal<msl Moyle, i«4)jcfli m%ht haire 
oeoii^eid tiie dty by advaodng thtough 
tbU p*f# Mid totally defeated the fw^ 
tf ike jinters. I^e toatess therdbnd ku* 
tmd to the ^§timb9w Pmt, which they 
«6eiii«i m the «ame manmr, i^Mod ivtth at 
Ufde tM»iUe» Af the lather ^atn* leaving a 
party to watch it, strodg in propoiti<m iti 
^ injipoiitaiioe trf llbe ipMl^ 

Tht m^xt object of these hardly imm^ 

gml» w»s alt oiice to disarisi the City <xiia]rd# 
md to^ psQOuf e aroi9 for lsh|3mf;e}ve9 ; i(X 
^cajsce «ny ^wesfpons but «l2a^efi atui blitd*t 
geenslMdlieeii yet %en among ibem. TJm 
6uard<J»oiise ifp'^ a lca3g» lonr^ ugiy buSd^i 
ifig, j(i!efBc^ed in 1787ff) vfimh to n fancifid 
]«agifialiiai:iniight have ai:^gieated the idea 
of ;a loiag ibtaok anaH pawling up tke tttdir. 
^ of tine HJ|^ Sttmt and idelbcming ita 
heaiad:]|«A efipknade^ Tjaisf oaniid^ble inmct 
tOQfekm had been ao mne^ipodtedt that thei^o 
weiie no aHtfe d&an ibe ordwasr^^ segeant'a 
gpaad lof iii)£ ptf-tmpB txpm duty ; ^«ii 
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these were, without any supply of powder 
and ball; and seusible enough what had 
raised the storm» and which way it was roll« 
XBg, ccNjild hardly be supposed veryd^roua 
to expose themselves by a valiant defence 
If} the animosity of so numerous and despe- 
xate a mob, to whom they were on the pre- 
sent occasion much more than usually ob» 
noxious. 

There was a Sentinel upon guard, who 
{that one town.guard soldier miglit do his 
duty on that eventful evening,) presented 
his piece, and desired the foremost of the 
rioters to stand off. Hie young amazoiv 
whom Butler had observed particularly ac- 
tive^ sprung upon the soldier, seized his 
musket, and after a struggle succeed^ in^ 
wrenching it from him, and throwing him 
down on the causeway, -One or two sol* 
diers who endeavoured to turn out to the 
support oC their centinel, were in the same 
mfinner seized and disarmed, and the iadbi 
without difficulty possessed themselves d 
the Guard^hojus^ jdissrming and tuiwi^ 
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iDut the rest of the men on duty* It wa& 
remarked, that notwithstanding the citjr 
soldiers had been the instruments of the 
j»lai%hter which this riot was designed to 
revengei .no ill usage or-eveiii insult vms of- 
fered >to thein« It seemed as if the ven« 
^eance of the people disdained to stoop at 
any head meaner than that whiqh they coit* 
«idered as .the source and origin of Uieir io^ 
juries. . . . • 

On possessing themselves of the guards 
the first act was to destroy the drums by 
which they supposed an alarm might.be 
oonreyed to the garrison in the castle ^ 
for'the same reason they now* silenced their 
awii» which was beaten by a young iellow^ 
son to the drummer of Portsburgh, whom 
they had forced upon that service* Their 
next business was to distribute anK>ng the 
bokiest of the riotera the guns, bayonets, 
partizans, balberts, and hattle or Lodiabec 
axes. Until t^is period the principal doters 
had ' preserved ^lenc&on the ultimate ob*- 
Ject'^f^eir iipngy: as being tliat which all 
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knew^ buttnone expressed. Naw, lumrever, 
having accompliahed all the prdinunaiy 
quarts of their dettgn^ Aej nltsed a tremea- 
<dous dbout of << j^cvfBoiis ! Borteinis 1 To 
4beTolboothi To ikhe Tdfoooth t* 

They pioeeeded with the Jaaie pnidenee 
inrhen the direct seemed to be n^ariy .9 
^tiieir graspf as thej hadidoiie hitherto, ^vfaea 
aiiccess MPils mote d«bioiM4 A strong ^pac^ 
of the rioters, drawn tip in front af'iliie 
JLockenbooths, and facing down ^tbe sttreet^ 
prevented all access fiom the eastward, and 
ihe west end of the defile formed )b^ the 
Xiitckenbootbsiwas secured in the same man* 
tier ; so Ihat the Tdbooth was complete^ 
ftirsounded, and those who undertook 4fae 
ta^ of , breaking it open effectually secured 
against the risk of interruption; 

libe imgistratesy in :the mean while, had 
ttdcen the atanm, and assewbtedin a taveni^ 
Willi the pnrpose^f taisJDg smse atroi^{th 
to sabda^ 'the ndtera^ Hie deflcons^ or! 
presidentB of 4be toades, ware appliod *o^j 
but dedami l^tae was little cbiMMe 
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theic being useful where it was the object 
ta sav€ a man so obnoxious* Mr Lindsay, 
member of parliame^it for the city, vo« 
lunteered the perilous task of carryii^ a 
verbal message from the Lord Provost to 
Colonel Moyle, the commander of the re^ 
gime^t lyitig in the Canongate, requesting 
hioi to force the Netberbow-Porti and en- 
ter the city to pu|; down the tumult* But 
Mr Lindsay declined to charge himself witb 
a ly Mfritten order^ which, if found on hia 
person by an enraged mob, might have 
cost him his life ; and the issue of the appli- 
cation was, that Colonel Moyle, having no 
written requisition from the civil authori* 
ties, and having the fate of Porteous before 
bis eyes as an example of the severe con-, 
struction put by a jury on the proceedings 
of military men acting on theii^ own respon- 
aibility, declined to encouiiiter the risk to 
wbich thd Provost's measures invited him. 
More than one messenger was dispatched 
by different ways to the Castie^ to require^ 
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the commanding officer to march down 
troops, to fire a few cannon-shot, or ev^n 
to throw a shell among the mob, for the 
purpose of clearing the streets. < But so 
strict and watchfiil were the various patroles 
whom the rioters had established in different 
parts of the street, that none of the emissa- 
ries of the magistrates could reach the gate 
of the 'Castle. They were, however, tarn* 
ed back without either injury or insult, 
and with nothing more of menace than 
was necessary to deter them from again at- 
tempting to carry their errand. 

The same vigilance was used to prevent 
every body of the higher, and those which, 
in this case, might be deemed the more sus- 
picious orders of society, from appearing in 
^e street, and observing the mbvexnents, or 
distinguishing the persons^ of the rioters. 
Every person in the garb of a gentleman 
was stopped by small parties of two or three 
of the mob, who partly exhorted, partly re- 
quired of them, that they should retnrn |o 
the place from whence they came. MMiy 
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a quadrille table was spoiled that inemora« 
bie eventing ; for the sedan ehairs of ladies, 
and even ot the highest rank> were inter* 
rupted iti their passage from one point to 
anetlim'i in despite of the laced footmen 
and bkzing flambeaux^ This was uniform- 
ly done with a deferet)ce and attention to 
tfa)6 £^ings of the Ilu]ies^ which could hard* 
ly Save be^n expected from the videttes of 
a mob so desperate. Those who stopped 
tbe ebair usually made the excuse, that 
there tvatf much disturbance on the streets, 
jind that it was absolutely necessary for the 
llKly's aafety that the chair should turn back. 
They offered themselves to escort the chairs 
which they had thus interrupted in their 
progress, from the apprehension, probably, 
that some of those who had* casually united 
themselves to the riot might disgrace their 
systematic and determined plan of ven* 
geance, by those acts of general insult and 
licence which are common on similar oc- 
casions. 
Persons are yet living who rei^ember to 
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have heard from the mouths of ladies thus 
interrupted on their journiey in the manner 
we have described 5 that they were escorted 
to their lodgings by the yoiing men who 
stopped them, and even handed out of their 
chairs^ with a polite attention far beyond 
what was consistent With their dress, which 
was apparently that of journeymen mecha* 
nics. Jt seemed as if the conspiratorsi like 
those who assassinated the Cardinal Bea- 
toun in former days^ had entertained the 
opinion, that the work about which they 
went was a judgment of Heaven, which, 
thmigh unsanctioned by the usual authori- 
ties, ought to be proceeded in with order 
and gravity. 

While their outposts continued thus vi- 
gilant, and suffered themselves neither fiom 
fear nor curiosity to neglect that part of the 
duty assigned to them, and while the main | 
guards to the east and west secured them 
against interruption, a select body of tite 
rioters thundered at the door of the jai^ 
and demanded instant admission. No one 
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answered^ for the outer keeper had pru- 
dently miide his escape with the keys at 
the commencement of the riot, and was 
powhere to be found. The doors were in. 
Btantly assailed with sledge-hammers, iron- 
frows, and the coulters of ploughs, ready 
provided for the purpose^ with which they 
prized, heaved, and battered for some time 
with little eSSdctf the door being of double 
9ak planks, clenched both endJoog and 
athwart with broad-faeadfd nailsj^ ^nd so 
bupg and secured as to yield to no means 
of forciijg, without the expenditure of 
much time. The rioters, however, seem^ 
fid determined to gain aditpittance. Gang 
after gaB^ I'elieved each other at the ex- 
ercise, for, of course, only a few could 
work at a time j but gang after gang re« 
Ured, exhausted with their violent exer- 
tions, without malcing nmch progress in 
forcing the prison-doon l^ptler had been 
l^d up near to this the principal scene of 
action; sq near, indeed, that he was al- 

m 

mit 4eafened by the unceasing clang <^ 
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the heavy forehammerd against the iron*' 
bound portals of the pri$oti. He beg^n to 
entertain hopes, as the task seemed pro- 
tracted, that the populace might give it 
over in despair, or that some Tcsctte might 
arrive to disperse them. There was a ino- 
ment at which the latter seemed^ probaWe. 
The magistrates, having assembled 4;heir 
officers, and some of the citizeife who were 

r 

willing to hazard themselves fot the pubKe 
tranquilfity, now sallied forth Ifr^tto th^ ta^ 
vem where they h€^ld their sfttirtg, and ap- 
prbached the point of dang^if*. * TTieir oft 
cers went beibre ^em with lifiksMd^rche^; 
with a herald to read <heridt*a6ti if neces- 
sary. Ttiey easily drove belbre**hcn* til! 
qjitpost* a'ttd tidett^s of the ridttrs'} -but 
when they afypiroaqhed the lilie'tif giiard 
which the ihob, or rather; we flhonld «ay, 
the conspiratotsi- had- drawtt aeross the 
street in the front of the Luekenbooths, 
they were received w4th sfn QiiiAter^itted 
volley of stones, and,- on their IneaT^r 9S^ 
proach, the pikes, bayonets, and Loduibai^ 
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2ne9f <£ which thd pi^ulace had possessed 
jtfaejiiselves, were presented against them* 
One of their ordinary officers^, a strong re« 
solute fdilawft went forward, seized a rioter, 
dnd took froon him a musket y but, being 
OBSilppoi^ted^ h^e was instantly thrown on 
bis back in the f^treet, and disarmed in his 
turn. The oHwr was, too- happy to- be 
permitted to rise and run away^ without re* 
.<^iyii|g my %tber ii\juiy ; which afforded 
aQp}^^r:r^jp9i'kf^ble instauceipf the ndode 
in whiph ;t|iie9i^'0ieQ ihad mated a sort of 
jfiodf^r^tlpn iowiurds : all others, with the 
lapstuiBflfdiijble inveter^y against the ob- 
ject of their, resentment* The naagiatratesj 
after vain sittempts to. make themselves 
heard and obeyed^. possesstiigaQ means of 
jenforpBg ^leir authQ{:ity9 wei e oonatrained 
to abandon the field to the rioters^ and re« 
treat ift all speed from, the shawers>of mis- 
Mies Uiat wj^stled around .their ears* ' 
r The passive reststi^n^ of the Tolbooth 
promised ta doimore to baiEKe the purpose 
of the mob than the activa inter£^ence of 
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ilie nuigistrates. The heavy filed||e-haffl* f 
men continued to din against it %rithoat 
intermiflsioD, and with a noise which, echoed 
from the lofty buildings around the spot, 
seemed enough to have: alarmed the gani- 
son in the Cai^e. It was circulated among 
the rioters, that the troops would march 
down to disperse them, unices they eoidd 
execute tlieir purpose without loss (^ time | 
or that, even without quitting the fortress, 
the garrison might obtain the Mtttie end by 
throwing a bomb or two upon the street 

Urged by such motives for apprehen- 
sion, they eagerly relieved each oth^ at 
the labour of assailing the-Tolbooth door } 
yet such was its strength, that it still de> 
fled their efforts. At length, a voice was 
heard to pronounce the words, ^< Try it 
with fire^" The rioters, with an unanimoas 
shout, called for eombustibles, and as all 
their wishes seemed to be instantly sup- 
plied, thjay were soon in possession ai two 
or three empty tar^barrels. A huge red 
glaring bonfire soon arose close to th^ door 
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of the piipon, senii^g up a toll coIuki)^ of 
moke and flame i^im^t.ita antique turrets 
and strofigly grat^ j^viadowa, aii4 iUiumina- 
tiqg the ferocious &ces and wild gestures 
of the rioters who surrounded the place, 
as well as the pale and anxious groupes of 
those who, from windows in the vicinage, 
watched the progress of this alarming scene. 
The mob fed the fire with whatever they 
could find fit for the purpose. The flames 
roared and crackled among the heaps of 
nourishment piled on the fire, and a terri- 
ble shout soon announced that the door 
had kindled, and was in the act of being 
destroyed. The fire was suflfered to de- 
cay, but, long ere it was quite extinguish- 
ed, the most forward of the rioters rushed, 
in their impatience, one after another, over 
its yet smouldering remains. Thick show- 
ers of sparkles rose high in the air, as man 
after man bounded over the glowing embers 
and disturbed them in their passage. It was 
now obvious to Butler, and all others who 
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were present', that the rioterii would be in- 
stantly in possession of their victim, and 
have it in their power to work their plea- 
sure upon himi whatever that might be.. 
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CHAPTER VL 

I f 

The evil you teach uvwe will execute; and it sball ^ 
hard but we will better the instruction. 

Merchant of Venice. 

The unitappy object of this remarkable 
disturbance had been that day delivered 
from the apprehension of a public execur 
tioo, and his joy was the greater^ as he h^d 
some reason to question whether govern^ 
ment would have run the risk of unpopulsu 
rity by interfering in his favour^ after he 
had been legally convicted by the. verdict 
of a jury, of a crime so very obnoxious. 
Relieved from this doubtful state qf n^ipd» 
his heart was merry within him,- and he 
thought, in the emphatic words of Scrip- 
ture, on a similar occasion, that surely thp 
bHtferbess of^egth wiMS past. Some of hf& 
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friends, however, who had watched the man- 
ner and behaviour of the crowd when they 
were made acquaintedx with the reprieve, 
were of a different opinion. They augured, 
from the unusual sternness and silence with 
which they bote tbeir disappointment, tb&t 
the populace nourished some scheme of 
sudden and desperate vefrgeance, «nd tbqr 
advised Porteous to lose no time in peti« 
tioning the proper authorities, that he might 
be conveyed to the Cas^e uvder a sufficient 
guard, to ri^main there i« security until )m 
ultimate fate sho«ild be determined^ Ha** 
bituated, however, by his office^ to deqpise 
and ovefttwe the rabUe ^ the ci^^ Porto 
-octfs could not saspeict tkens of 4tti^t^iipt 
so audacidUB as to stotrm a strong and dei* 
fensiUe prison ; and, despissfig the advkt 
•by which be might have been saved^ lie 
^pent the afternoon ^tte eventfUi day in 
giving ad enterteinmefft to Mnte frieadi 
ivho visited him in jail, tseveral of wboa^ 
4)y the indulgence of >the Eteptdin of thi 
Tolbooth, with wiioin be'4iiid cm«M itili. 
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mtf, arisiiig from tbeir official cbtoiection, 
iv^e even permitted to reinain to sujqper 
loth lun^ ttougb contrary to the rides of 

It was, therefore, in the hotir of tmaiioy- 
ed mirth, irhen this unfortitnate wretdi m^m 
*^ iiiil of bread,^' hot with wine, a»id Ugfh in 
ii&liined and ill-grosmded ccnfidmoe, oml 
alas ! with oil his sins fidl blown, u&im Hbe 
first distant shouts of the xibters mingled 
mth the song of meriiment and intemp&i 
raoc& The hurried call of the jaShot to the 
gu^ts, requinog them instantly to depart, 
lod his yet more hasty intimation t^at ^ 
dreadliil a;nd d^eterminbd mob had possess- 
ed themselves of the city gates and goard- 
boose, were the first explanation of tihese 
fearftil clamours. 

Forteous might, however, have dod^d 
the fury ftom "which the force of authority 
could not protect him, had he thought of 
sl^iping on sonlie disguise, and leav^o^ the 
prima along with bis gnibsts. It is probable 
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that the jailor migfit have connived at bis 
esc^e, or even that in the hurry of this 
alarming contii^ncy he might not have 
observed it. But Porteous and his fiiepds 
al&e wanted pre3ence of mind to suggest 
or e:i6cute such a plan of esoape. The 

^.^^ £M»nw hastily fled from aplaoe where their 
own safety seemed 4U>mpromised9 and the 

Au^j ;4atte^ <a 8i9te resembling stupe&ctioir, 
awaited in his a^rtment the termination of 
the enterprise of the rioters. The cessa- 
tion, of the demgi of; the instruments mth 
which tbey had at. first atten^ted to iforce 
the door* gave bun momentary reH0£ The 
flattmng bopes^ that the miHtary had marcfi' 
ed into, the xity^ either from th^ Castle or 
from the suburhs, and that the doters were 
intimidated and dispersing, were soon de- 
stroyed by the broad and glaring light of 
the flames» ;whicb, ilUii^inattng: through the 
grated window ev^e^y.^corqoic.of his apart- 
fnent» plainly, irfi^wed, that ^. mob^ detefr 
ioined . on . their fatal .purpose^ bdd adopted 

5 
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a means of forcing entrance eqnaUy despe- 
rate and certain. ^ 

The sudden glare of light suggested to 
the stupified and astonished object of popu- 
lar hatred the possibility of cdnceatment'dr 
escape. To rush to the chimney, to liseehd 
it at the risk of suffi>cation, was the only 
means which teem to have occurred to hitn'; 
but his progress was speedily stopped- by 
one of those fron gratings, whibh are, for 
the sake of security, usually placed across 
the vents of buildings designed for impri- 
fionment. The bars, bowtver,' which im- 
peded his farther progress, served to sup- 
port him in the situation which hef h^ 
gained, ^k be seized them with the ten., 
sious grasp of one who esteemed himsdf 
clinging to his last hope of existence. T-he 
lurid light, which had filled the apartment, 
lowered and died away ; the sonnd -of shouts 
was heard within the waited and on thefnklr-. 
row and wind&^ s^air. Which, case<l<^it6ib 
ene of the turrets , gate-access-to the nppw 
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apMrtoento of the prison. The hvzza of 
the rioters was answered by a shoot wild 
tmd desperate as their own, the ay, n^me- 
.ly^ ^f the ieoprisoned felons, who, eiqiect- 
^ngftQJbeJibcirated in die general confu- 
:W^n^ welQe«Md Ifee .mQi> ^ ^\^t deliverers. 
fiyfiome of these the qpartment of Porteous 
wss ported out tp bis enemies. The ob- 
fitade of jtbe lock and bolts was soon o^eu 
rcome^ and from his hiding-jplace the unfor- 
tonnte man heard his enQinies search eveiy 
.corfter ef the apartment^ with oaths and ma* 
lediciti&tis which would but -shock the reader 
if we recmd^d th^m, but which ^lerved to 
prove, could k ]p^ve admitted of ^ovibt^ the 
settled .pmipose of soul with which th&f 
sougiit his destruction. 

A place of concealment so obvious to 
fiuspidon and scrt^iny as tba^ wbichr Pqt- 
teous had i^bosen, CQuld not long screen 
iam frpQi >dete'ctio]}. He w^^ag^s^^ frcgD 
hid lurking place» with a viollNaoe w^M^ 
«eemed to argue;* an ipteiltiqn to put Juas 
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to death on. the spot More than one wea- 
pon was directed towards him, when one 
ef the rioters, the same whose female dis- 
guise had been particularly noticed by 
fiuder, interfered in an authoritative tone. 
** Are ye mad ?'' he said, " or would ye 
execute an act of justice as if it were a 
crime and a cruelty^? This sacrifice will 
lose half its savour if we do not oflfer it at 
the very horns of the altar. We will have 
him die where a murderer irhould die, on 
<he comman gibbet — ^We will have him die 
where he spilled the blood of so many in« 
nocentsP' 

A loud «hout of applause followed the 
proposal^ and the cry, ^ To the gallows 
with the murderer I'-^-To the Qrass-market 
with him !" echoed on all hands, 

^ Let no man hurt him,'' continued the 
speaker ; " let him make his peace with 
God, if he aan ; we will not kiH both his 
soul and body." 

•* What thne did he gi'e better folk for 
preparing their account?'' answered seve*^ 
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ral voices. << Let us mete to him v^itji'tbe 
same measure he gi'ed tO{ thein^'* . 

But the cpinioo of the spokesmiiii j^(t«c 
suited the temper of those be addrcsssed^ a 
temper? rather stubborn th^Q: ioip^tiiioufl^ 
and d^ous of impositig upon their c/nel 
and revengeful action a Bhew of Ju^ee 
and moderation. ..;..: 

For.aQ in£htail!tftJ?i^:i9anMi|uit^ii[1the prii 
sqner, whom be cm^jgii^ tOt a selected 
^ijiard, with instruction? .to periwt Jiim to 
give bi^ i!^)9i^<^y ^^d pix3fi^^ torwh^miso* 
ever ' hft; pteasie^. A: pmim ^onfinM in 
the jail foi:4ebt received this ld$t depoftH 
from tb^.trembjiiip^ .haodof itie yiotira, 
who was at the «ame time permitted ^ to 
make some . other, bcief jarrangQments to 
meet his approa^b/ng fate*. f. The felony 
and all others w.ho .wished to Jeave ib« jail« 
were now at fiiU liberty to do so ; not that 
(heir liberation made^ a#)y: ps^:t f^f tbo set* 
tied purpose of tlie riojters/zbutjt fp)^^ 
as almost a necessary conseqiu^nce of their 
forcing the jail doors. With .wild cries of 
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jubilee tfiey joined tbe mob, or disappear- 
ed afliong the narrow Iiines to seek out tht 
concealed f eceptades of rice and infamy, 
where* l^ty were accustomed to lUrk and 
conceal themselves from justice. Two per* 
sons, a-man aboat Shy years old» and a gid 
ibout^ eighteen, Were^ all Who continued 
within the fatat walls, exceptii^ two or 
three debtors^ who {>robably^aw no advan- 
tage in attemptii^ their escape. The per* 
sons we have mentioned ' reikiaitoed in the 
strong-room of the prison, now deseited by 
$& others. One t>f dieir late d^o^^anioris in 
misfortune called out to the man to make 
bis escapcy iiv the toiie of an acquaintance. 
*• Rin for it> Ratcliflfei^-the road's clear.** 

«« It 4nay be sae, Willie,'* answered Rat* 
cliffe, composedly, *<bu& I have ta'en a 
fancy to leavfc aff ttaderatid set up for an 
honest man." ^ 

^ Stay there, and h^ hanged fbr a don- 
nard auld deevil,'* sliid the 6ther, and tun 
down the prison^stairt 
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The periyon whom we hi^ve di&^liag^khed 
§fi one of the most active rioters, was about 
the same time a^; the ear of the young wo- 
ynaiii ^* flee, Effie, flee,"" was all he had 
time tfi whisper. She turn^ towards him 
jan eye of mingled fear, affectipo, .and up- 
braiding, all contending with a sort of stv* 
pified suiprise* He again repQat^, ''.Fl^ 
JSflSe, flee, for the sake of a' that's good 
«id dear to ye." Again she j^m^^ on biai, 
but was un^ible to answer* A Ip^d nois^ 
was now heafd, and the name of Madg$ 
Wildfire was repeatedly called from th^ 
bottom of the stair-case^ 

<< I am coming, — I am coming,", said 
thQ perscmt who answeired to that appdla- 
tive ; and then reiterating hastily, ^^ For 
God's sake— for your ain sake-— foi; mj 
sake, flee, or they'll take your life !" he left 
the strong-room. 

The girl gazed after him for a momeo^ 
and after faintly muttering, << Better tynft 
lile, since tint is gude fame," she sunk het 
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head upon her hand^ and remained, seem* 
ingly, unconscious as a statue of the noise 
and tumult which passed around hen 

That tumult was now transferred from 
the inside to the outside of, the Tolbooth* 
The mob had brought their destined victim 
forth, and were about to conduct him to 
the common place of execution, which 
they bad fixed as the scene of his death* 
The leader, whom they distinguished by 
the name of Madge Wildfire, had been 
summoned to assist at the procession by 
ihe impatient shouts of his confederates. 

" I will ensure you five hundred pounds,^ 
said the unhappy man, grasping Wildfire's 
hand — ** five hundred pounds for to save 
my life/* 

Th^ other answered in the sanie under* 
tone, and returning his grasp with one 
equally convulsive, ** Five hundred- weight 
of coined gold should not save you— Re- 
member Wilson." . 

A deep pause of a minute ensued, ^en 
Wildfire added, in a more composed tone, 
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*• Make your peace with Heaven— Whert 
is the clergyman ?* 

Butler, who, in great terror and anxietyi 
had been detained within a few yards of 
the 1 olbooth door, to wait thfe event of the 
Search after Porteous, was now brought 
forward, and commanded to walk by the 
prisoner's side, and to prepare him for im* 
mediate death. His answet was a supph* 
cation that the rioters would consider ^ha^ 
they did» " You are neither judges nor 
jury," said he. •* You cannot have, by thff 
laws of God or man, power to take awaf 
the life of a human creature, however de*] 
serving he may be of death. If it is muf- 
der even in a lawful magistrate to executij 
an offender otherwise than in the place^ 
time, and manner which his sentence pre- 
scribes, what must it be in you, who havig 
no warrant for your interference but your 
own wills ? In the name of^ Him who is afl 
Mercy ! shew mercy to this* unhappy mdu 
ai3d do not dip your hands in his bloo37 



. THE HEART Of MUKLOTHIAK* 167 

lor rush into the very crime which you are 
idesirous of avenging*'^ 
- ** Cut your sermon short — you are not 
h your pulpit," answered one of the rioters. 
, " If we hear more of your clavers," said 
faothQv, *^ we are like to hang you up be- 
ifide him." 

*" Peace— hush !" said Wildfire. « Do 
ft e good man no skaith-^he discharges his 
{(tOBacieQce^ apd I like him the better." 
L He then addressed Butlen ** Now, sir, 
|ire have patiently heard you, and we just 
lish you to understand» in the way of an^ 
|iwer, that you ' may as well argue to the 
^hler- wark and iron-staunchels of the ToU 
^th as think to change our purpose-— 
jHood must have blood. We have sworn 
lb each other by the deepest oaths ever 
if ere. pledged, thatPorteous should die the 
Itetb be deserves sae richly; therefore, 
l^eak BO more to us, but prepare him for 
le^th as well as the briefness of his change 
irili permit." 

They had su£B&red the unfortunate Por- 
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teous.to put on his night-gown and sllpp€n> 
as he had thrown off his coat and shoes, ifi 
order to facilitate his attempted esfcape up 
the chimney. In this garb he was noi 
mounted on the hands of two of the rioters^ 
clasped together, so as to form what is dL 
ed in Scotland^ ^^ The King's Cushion.^ 
Butler was placed close to his side, and rt 
peatedly urged to perform a duty aiway 
the most painful which can be imposed oi 
a cleigyman deserving of the name, am 
BOW rendered more so by the peculiar an 
honid circumstances of the criminal's case 
Forteous at first uttered some supplicatioii 
Ibr mercy, but when he found that tii 
was no chance that these would be atte 
ed to, his military education, and the nai 
ral stubbornness of his disposition, com! 
ned to support his spirits. 

^« Are you prepared for this dr 
end?" said Butler, in a fault^ring 
** O turn to Him, in whose eyes time 
space have no existence, and to whwii 

2 "*'* 
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i*ew minutes are as a life- time, and a life- 
tinae as a minute/' 

*« I believe I know what you would say," 

I ^aid PorteouS) sullenly. ^^ I was bred a 

soldier; if they will murder me without 

tinoe, let my sins as well as my biood lie at 

I their door." 

, << Who was it," said the stern voice of 
y Wildfire; ^^that said to Wilson at this veiy 
^ spot, when he could not pray, owing to the 
i galling agony of his fetters, that his pains 
L . would «oon be over ?--*I say to you to take 
|. .your own . tale home } and if you. cannot 
k profit by the good man's lessons^ blame not 
k tbem that are still more mercifol to you 
^ .than you to others." 

L The procession now moved forward with 
\ m alow iand determined pace. It was en- 
lightened by many blazing linksand torches; 
or the actors of this work were so far from 
if ectihg any secrecy on the occasion, that 
ey seemed even to court observation 
Tbeir principal leaders kept clmjs to the 
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person of ihe prisooer, whose pallid^ y^ 
stubborn features were seen distinctly by 
the tacdbJight, as his person was raised 
coaaiderabiy above* the concourse which 
iiuronged around him. Those who here 
MvmtdSf muskets, and batide^'SKeSy march* 
ed on each side, as if fbrminfg a regoltf 
guard to the procession. The windows^ as 
the^ went laibng, were filled vdfh She infaa- 
bitaots, whose slumbers had been brokenby 
^tUa miqsatftl disturbance.- Some of tfaa 
spectators mattered accents of encouirage^ 
ment^ but in general the^ were so much 
i^[»palled by a s^ht so strai^e and Buda^ 
loioua^: that they iooked on with a .sort of 
stupified astonishment. No one oiered, by 
act /or wordy the BHgl^est interruption. 

rCbe riotersy ion their part^ continued tf-^ 
aact with tiie same air of deliberate coiiift;^ 
iSence ^aad 'security which had/mariped A' 
their. fireceedingB. When tbe.Qliject elF 
liiieir reseirtmeait dropped one <^ his siigiW 
persy they stopped, sought for it, ^^ i^^*^ 
placed it upon his foot with great delibera- 
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I 

' tbn. As they descBoded the Bow towards 
the fatal spot where they designed to com<» 
fkte their purpose it was isiu^ested that 
tb»« riioudd be a rope kept in readiness. For 
this purpose the booth of a man who dealt 
ia cordage was f<u:eed open* a coil o£r4>pe 
fit for their puipose was selected to serve 
as a halter^ ^»id tiie dealer next moroiog 
bund .tibtt a gitioea had been left on < his 
comter kt ^change $ so anxious weK; the 
peqaetcatoffs.of itfais daxing action to shew 
that thegr meditated not the d^igbl^st wf ong. 
or infraction /of law, exeeptiajg so. i^ as 
Psrtbotts was himself QMicemed> 

Leadaisg^ or carrying: atofig wHh them^ 
kiihis determined and jr^ular manner^ the 
objeotof^hek mengeaixoe^ they s^ length 
seachod ishe place q£ GommKm ^execution^ 
the scene of his crime^ and destined e^t 
Q^his su&rings« .SemnU of t^ rioters (if 
th^sboijldiiat mtiber be:desorjbed'as.c$S)- 
ipifiatorft)i jendeaitoiieedt t^ 
which fiUed up the socket in wbifib the ^nd 

' Jio 



172 TALES OF MT LANDLORD. 

of the fatal ta-ee was'^unk when it was erect* 
ed for itS'latal purpose^' others sought for 
* the means of constructing a tempMary gib- 
bet, the place in which the gallows itself 
was deposited being reported too secure to 
be forced, without much loss of time. But- 
ler endeavoured to avail himself of the de- 
lay afforded by these cireumstances,-to turn 
the people fromihekdesperate'design. ^<J?or 
God's sake," he exclaimed, ^'remember it 
is the image of yx>urX^reator which >ydu are 
about to deface in the person of tl^is unfor- 
tunate man ! Wretched as fae.ii^ and wick- 
ed as he may be, 4ie has a sharp in every 
promise of Scripture, and you cannot de- 
stroy him in impenitence without Uotting 
his name from the Book of Life — ^Do not 
destroy soul and bod^ ; give tune for pre-^ 
paratibn." 

<« What time ^bad they," returned a stem 
voice, *^ whom he murdered ^n this very 
spot ?«— The laws both of God and man call 
for his death." 

9 
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'< Biit what, . my friehdB," insisted But^ 
ler, with a generous disregard to his own 
safety-*-;*' what hath * constituted you his 
judges V 

" We are not his jadges/' replied the 
same person ; '* he has been already judged 
and condemned by lawful authority. . We 
are those whom Heaven, and our righteous 
anger, have stirred up to execute judgment, 
when a corrupt government would have 
protected a murderer." 

"I am none,'* said the unfortunate Por- 
teous ; ^ that which you charge upon me 
fell out in self-defence, in the lawful exer- 
cise of my duty." 

" Away with him — ^away with him !" was 
the general cry. " Why do you trifle away 
time in making a gallows ?-— that^ dyester's 
pole is good enough for the homicide." 

The unhappy man was forced to his fate 
with remorseless rapidity. Butler, separa- 
ted from him by the press, escaped the last 
horrors of his struggles* Unnoticed - by 



174 TALES OF MT LANDLOBB* i 

those who had hitherto detained him as a 
prisoner, he fled from the fatal spot, widw 
out much caring in what direction his 
course lay, A loud shout proclaimed the 
stern delight with which the agents of this 
deed regarded its completion. Butler then, 
at the opening into the low street called 
the Cowgate, cast back a terrified gianc^ 
aiid, by the red and dusky light of the 
torches, be could discern a figure waver* 
ing and struggling as it hung suspended 
above the heads of the multitude^ T%e 
sight was of a nature to double his horrofi 
and to add wings to his flights The street 
down which he ran opens to one of tb^ 
eastern ports t>r gates of the city. ButJer 
did not stop till he reached it, but found 
it'^^till shut* He waited nearly an hoor, 
walking up and down in inexpressible per« 
turbation of mind. At length he ventured 
to call out, and rouse the attention of the 
terrified keepers of the gate, who now found 
themselves at liberty to resuine ti^ir office 
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without interruption. Butler requested them 
to open the gate. They hesitated. He told 
them his name and occupation. 

<* He is a preacher," sakl one ; ** I have 
beard him preach in Haddo's-hcie.'' 

'^ A fine preaching has he been at the 
fiighty'^ said another; <' but ms^e least 
said is sunest mended.'^ 

Opening then the wicket in one of rthe 
leaves of the main^gate, the keepers sufier'- 
ed Butler to depart, who hastened to carry 
bis horror and fear from^ beyond tl^e walls of 
E^iiburgb. Hts^rst purpose was, instantly: 
to^take the road homeward ; but other feaitr 
sad caresi connoted with the news be had 
learned in that remarkable day, induced hint - 
tolinger in the neighbourhood of Edinbui^li 
until daybreak. More than one groupe of 
persons passed him as he was whileing away 
the hours of darkness that yet remained, 
whom, from the stifled tones of their dis- 
course, the unwonted hour when they fera* 
veQed, and the hasty pace at which they 
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walked, he conjectured to have been en- 
gaged in the late fatal transaction. 

Certain it was, that the sudden and total 
dispersion of the rioters, when their vindic- 
tive purpose was accomplished, seemed not 
the least remarkable feature of this singular 
afiair. In general, whatever may be the im- 
pelling motive by i^hich a mob is at first 
raised, the attainment of their object has 
usually been only found to lead the way to 
farther excesses. But not so in the present 
case. They seemed completely satiated with 
the vengeance they had prosecuted with 
%ch staunch and sagacious activity. When 
they were fully satisfied that life had aban« 
doned their victim, they dispersed in every 
direction, throwing down the weapons which 
they had only assumed to enable them to 
carry through their purpose. At daybreak^ 
t^ere remained not the least token of the 
events of the night, excepting the corpse 
of jPorteous, which remained suspended in^^ 
the place where he bad suffered, ai^d ther 
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arms of various kinds which the rioters had 
taken from the city guard-house^ and which 
remained scattered about the streets as they 
had thrown them from their hands, when 
the purpose for which they had seized them 
was accomplished. 

The ordinary magistrates of the city re- 
sumed their power^ not without trembling 
at the late experience of the fragility of its 
tenure. To march troops into the city, and 
commence a severe enquiry into the trans- 
actions of the preceding nighty were the 
first marks of returning energy which they 
displayed. But these events had been con« 
ducted on so secure and well- calculated a 
plan of safety and secrecy, that there wte 
little or qothing learned to throw light up* 
on the authors or principal actors in a scheme 
so audacious. An express was dispatched 
to London with the tidings, where they ex« 
cited great indignation and -surprise in the 
council of regency, and particularly in the 
' bosom of Queeo Caroline, who -considered 

H2 ' 
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her own authority as exposed to contempt 
by the success of this singular conspiracy. 
Nothing was spoke of for sonae time sav^ 
the measure of vengeance which shoidd be 
taken^ not only on the actors of this trage- 
dy, so soon as they should be discovered^ 
but upon the magistratea who had suffered 
k to take place, and upon the city which 
had been the scene where it was exhibited^ 
Upon this occasion, it is still recorded ia 
popular tradition, that her Majesty, in the 
height of her displeasure, told the celebnii* 
ted John, Duke of Argyle, that, sooner 
than submit to such an insuk, she would 
make Scotland a hunting-field« ^ In that 
ca3e» madam,** answered that bigb-^pirited 
nobleman,, with a profound bow, ** I will 
take leave of your Majesty, and go down 
to my own country to get my hounda 
ready.?' 

The import of tbe reply had more thsB 
met the ear ; and as most ci the Scottish 
nobility and gentry seemed actuated by tbe 
same national spirit,, tiie royal displeasure 
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was necessarily checked in mid-volley, and 
milda: courses were recommended and 
adopted, to some of which we may hereaf- 
ter have occasion to advert. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ArtharVSeat slialt be my bed, 
The sheets shall never be press'd by me ; 

St Anton's well shall be my drink, 
SiV my true-love's forsaken me. 

If I were to chuse a spot from which the 
rising or setting sun could be seen to the 
greatest possible advantage» it would be 
that wild walk winding around the foot of 
the high belt of semi-circular rocks, called 
Salisbury Crags, and marking the verg^ of 
the steep descent, which slopes down into 
the glen, on the south-eastern side of the 
city of Edinburgh. The prospect, in its 
general outline, commands a close-built 
high-piled city, stretching itself cmt be-:, 
neath in a form, which, to a romantic 
imagination, may be supposed to repre^ 
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i^nt that of a dragon ; now» a noble arm 
of the sea, with its rocks, isles, distant 
chores, and boundary of mountains; and 
)iow. a fair and fertile champaign country, 
varied with hill, dale, and rock, and skirted 
by the varied and picturesque ridge of the 
Fentland Mountains. But as the path gent^ 
ly circles around the base of the cliffs, the 
prospect, composed as it is of these en* 
chanting and sublime subjects, changes at 
^very step, and presents them blended with 
or divided from each other, in every possible 
variety which can gratify the eye and the 
imagination. When a piece of scenery sot 
beautiful, yet so varied, — so exciting by i(» 
intricacy, and yet so sublime^ is lighted up. 
by the tints of morning or of evening, and 
displays all that variety of shadowy depthy 
^changed with partial brilliancy, which: 
-gives: character even to the tamest of land« 
scapes, the effect approaches. nearer to en-f 
^hantment. This path used to be my fa^ 
vourite evening and morning resort, whea 
engaged wi(h a favourite author, or new 



subject of study* It is, I am informed^ 
now become totally impassable ; a circum^ 
stance whicb^ if true>. f efl«eta^ little credit 
on the taste of the Good Town or iti^ 
feaders. 

It was from tiiis fascinating patii,— Aa 
scene to me of so much delicious musings 
when h& was young and pfoimsed; to be 
kappy^ that I ha^ been unaUe to pass il: 
wer without an episodical descripti€Mi-*-4t: 
was^I say, Inxm this romantilc path l^at 
Butler saw tiie morsiiig arise the day aftei 
the murder of Porteoi^ It wa» possibkh 
for him with, ease to have found a mock 
shorter road to the hmise ta which he WM^ 
directing his course, and, in fac^that whidhk 
he chose Was extremely circuitous^ But ta 
compose his own spirits, as wdl as to w^e^ 
away the time, until a. proper hour for vi«^ 
siting the family without surprise on cBs* 
turbanoe, he was^kduced to.extend his cw^ 
cult by the foot d the rocks^ and to lingest 
upon his way until the morning riioidd be 
«0DsideraI%ad«aaced4. While, nowatandi^ 
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lag m^ his arms across, and waitii^ the 
slow progress of the sun above the horizon; 
now sitting upon one of the numerous frag« 
ments/whieh storms had detached from the 
rocks above him^ he is meditating^ altera 
nateljr, upon the horrible catastrophe whicb 
he had witnessed, and upon the meiancho«- 
fy, and to him most interesting, news which, 
be had learned at Saddletnpe^, we will give^ 
the reader to luiderstand who^ Butler wm^ 
and by what his fate was connected witk 
that of Effie Deans, the unfortunate. hand« 
maiden of the careful Mrs Saddletree. 

Reuben Butler was:of Ikiglish extraction^ 
Aougb bo» in Scotland. His grandikthef 

WW 

was a trooper in Monk's armjE, and one of 
tiiat party of dismounted dragoons^ which 
forined the ficirloroJbope at the storm of 
Dundee in l6dl. Stephen Butler (calkd,. 
firom his talents in rea^ng and expoundings 
Scripture Stephen and Bible Butler, ): was a 
stmmch independent, and received in itir 
fiillest comprehension t^e promise that the 
saints shoidd inherit, the eartk As hardt 
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knocks were what had chiefly fallen to his 
share hitherto ia the division of this com- 
mon property, he lost not the opportunity 
which the storm and plunder of a commer* 
cial place afforded him, to appropriate as 
large a share of the better things of thb 
world as he could possibly compass. It 
would seem that he had succeeded indiffer- 
ently weU, for his exterior circumstances 
appear, in consequence of this event, to 
have been much mended. 
. The troop to which he belonged was quar- 
tered at the village of Dalkeith, as forming 
the body guard of Monk, who, iur the capa- 
city of general for the Commonwealth, re- 
sided in the neighbouring castle. When, on 
the eve of the Restoration, the general com* 
menced his march from Scotland, a measure 
pregnant with such important consequences, 
he new-modelled his troops^ and more es- 
pecially those immediately about his pet« 
ion, in order that they might consist entire-' 
ly of individuals devoted to himself. Upon 
tjiis occasion Scripture Stephen was weigh-^ 
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ed in the balance, and found wanting. . It 
was supposed he felt no call to any expedi- 
tion which might endanger the reign of the 
military sainthoodi and that he did not con- 
sider himself as free in conscience to join 
with any party which might ultimately ac- 
knowledge the interest of Charles Stuart, 
the son of " the last man,"" as Charles I.. 
was familiarlyand irreverently termed by 
them in their common discourse, as well as 
in their more elaborate predications and 
harangues. As the time did not admit of 
cashiering such dissidents, Stephen Butler 
was only advised in a friendly way to give 
up his horse and accoutrements to. one of 
Middleton's old troopers, who possessed an 
accommodating conscience of a military^ 
stamp, and which squared itself chiefly up- 
on those of the colonel and pay-master. 
As this hint came recommended by a cer< 
tain sum of arrears presently payable, Ste- 
phen had carnal wisdom enough to em- 
brace the proposal, and with great indifler- 
ence saw his old corps depart for Gold* 
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Stream, on tb^ir route fat the soutib^ i# 
establish the toHering govemmeot of JSeg^ 
laod on a new bsusis. - - 

The sme o£ the ex troo^r» to usenHo^ 
race's phrase* wa» weighty enough to pur^ 
chase a cottage and two or three fields (aliU 
known by the name of Beersheba,) within^ 
about a Scottish mile of Dalkeith ; and there 
did Stephen establish himself with a youths 
ful helpmatet chosen out of the said vilfa^^ 
whose disposition to a cuinfifortable settle* 
ment on this side of the grave reconciled b^ 
to the gruff manners^ serious temper^ and 
weatber«beat«n features of the martial tm 
tfausiast Stephen did not long survive the 
falling on ^^ evil days and evil tongues/^ 
of which Milton, in the same predicamtentt 
so mournfully complains* At his death his 
eOnsort remained an early, widow* with ii- 
male child of three years old* which, in the 
sobriety wherewith it demeaned itsdf* in 
the old-fashioned and even grim cast of it& 
features, and in its sententious mode of &u 
pressing itself would sufficiently have me^ 
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dicated the honour of the vidow of Beer- 
Bheba, had any one thought proper to cbaU 
lenge the babels descent from Bible Biutlen 
BiUJer'a principles had not descended to 
bift fsmi^Yi or extended themselves among 
his neigbboani* The air of Scotland was 
alien to the growth of independence, how- 
ever fiivourable to fanaticism under other 
colours* Baty neverthelessi they were not 
fiH^gotten; and a certain neighboring laird, 
who piqued himself npois the loyalty of hia 
jnincipler^^ m the worst* of time^*' though 
I never heard they exposed him to more 
peril tfaaxE^ lAHnt of a broken head, ot a 
xiight'a lodg&ng in the main guards when 
wine and cavalierism predominated in his' 
upper story, had found it a convenient- 
thing to rake up all matter of accusation 
against the deceased Stephen. In this 
enumeration his religious principles made- 
no small figure, as, indeed, they must have 
seemed of the most exaggerated enormity 
to one whose own were so small and so 
faintly traced, as to be well nigh imper^ 
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ceptible.> In these circumstances, poor wi- 
dow Butler was supplied with her full plro- 
portion of fines for non- conformity, and all 
the other oppressions of * the time, until 
Beersheba was fairly wrenched out of her 
bands, and became the property of the 
laird who had so wantonly, as it had hither- 
to appeared, persecuted this poor forlorn 
woman. When his purpose was fairly achie- 
ved, he shewed some remorse or modera- 
tion, or whatever the reader may please to 
term it, in permitting her' to occupy her 
husband's cottage, and cultivate, on no very 
heavy terms, a croft of land adjacent. Her 
son, Benjamin, in the meanwhile, grew u^ 
to man's estate, and, moved by that im- 
pulse which makes men seek marriage, 
even when its end can only be the perpc- 
tuation of misery, he married and brought 
a wife^ and, eventually, a son, Reuben^ to 
share the poverty of Beersheba. 

The Laird of Dumbiedikes had hitherto 
been moderate in his exactions, perhaps 
because he was ashamed to tax too hijghly 
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the miserable means of support which re- 
mained to. the widow Butler. But when a 
stout^ active young fellow appeared as the 
labourer of the croft in question, Dumbie- 
dikes began to think so broad a pair of 
shoulders. might bear an additional burthen. 
He regulated, indeed,, his management of 
hii dependents (who fortunately were but 
few in number,') much upon the prmciple 
of the parters„whom he observed loading 
their carts at a neighbouring coal hill, and 
who never f^led to clap an additional brace 
of hundred.- weights on their burthen, so 
soon as by any means they had compassed 
a new horse of somewhat superior strength 
to that which had broken down the day 
tefare« However reasonable this practice 
£qppear^d:to the Laird of Dumbiedikes, he 
ought to have observed, that it may be 
overdone, and that it infers, as a matter 
of course, tlie destruction and loss of both 
horse, ci^t, and loading; Even so it bcr 
fell when the additional ^' prestations? 
came to be denutnded of Beiyamin Butler* 
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A man of few words, and few ideas, ^ut 
Bttached to Beersheba with a feeling like 
that which a vegetable entertains to l^e 
spot in which it chances to be planted^ he 
neither remonstrated with the Laird, nor 
endeavoured to escape from him, but toiU 
ing night and day to accomplish the tera» 
of his task-master, fell into a burning fever 
and 4ied* His wife did not long survive 
him, and, as if it had been the fate of this 
family to be left i»rphans, ovur Eeuben But* 
ler was, about the yesur VJ04t^£y left in »the 
same ciicumstteces in wliicbliis father had 
been placed, and under the same guardian* 
ship, being that of his grandmother, the 
widow of Monk^s old trooper. 

The same prospect of misery hung over 
the head of another tenant of this faard^ 
hearted lord of the soil. This was a tough 
tn!ie4>lu!e presbyterian, called Deans, whb» 
though most obnoxious to the Laird on ^o 
teount of principles in cburch< iotd state, 
contrived to maintain bis gr4>ttnd upon the 
estate by regular payment of mail 4atiea^ 
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ksiug arriage, carri{ige» dry jnvltnret lock, 
fowpeD^ and knayedbip, and all the rariotis 
aaetkma now commuted for moneys and 
Bummed up in the emphatic word B£nt« 
Bat the yeurs 1700 and ITOl, long remem- 
bered in SeotiaBd fcxr dearth and general 
4J£&tcess^ subdued the stout heart of the 
itgricultural iwhig. CitatiouB by the ground- 
flfficer, decreetaoftlae Baron Court, seques^ 
Ications^ poindings, of outsigfat and insight, 
^w about his ears as fiist as ever the tory 
buUets whistled around those of the C!ove-' 
nanters at JPentland, Bothwdl Brigg, or 
Jju^dmoss. Struggle as he might, and he 
Amggled gallantly, ^* douce David Deans*^ 
jvas routed horse. and foot, and lay at the 
meancy of his grasping landlord just at the 
time that Benjamin Butler died. The fate 
of .f^ach . family was anticipated, but they 
who prqi^esied their expulsion te b^gaty 
and ruin, .were disapp(nnted by an<accident» 
al cifiHimstance. 

Qo the very tecoauday whea their ejec^ 
f 4M8b8bould^v^ taken pkccr when all their 
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neighbours were prepared to pity, and ml 
one to assist them> the minister of the p&- 
ridi, as well as a doctor from Edinburgh, re- 
ceived a hasty summons to attend the Laird 
of Dumbiedikes. Both were surprised, for 
his contempt for both faculties had been 
pretty commonly his theme over an extra 
lK>ttle, that is to say, at least once every 
day. The leech for the soul and be for 
the body alighted in the court of the litUe 
old manor-house at almost the same time, 
and when they had gazed a moment at 
each other with some surprise, both in the 
same breath exfH^essed their conviction that 
Dumt)iedikes must needs be very iH indeed, 
since he summoned them both to ins pre- 
sence at once. Ere the servant could usher 
them to his apartment the party was aug- 
mented by a man of law, Nichil Novit, wri* 
ting himself procinrator before t^e Sheriff 
court, for in those days there were no soli- 
citors. This latter personage was first sum* 
moned to the apartment of the Laird, 
Wher^ after some short space, the. soul- 
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curer and the body*curer were invited, to 
join him. 

Dumbiedikeshad been by this time trans-- 
ported into the best bed-room, used only 
upon occasions of death and marriage, and 
called, from the former of these occupa- 
tions, the Dead- Room. There were in this 
apartment, besides the sick person himself 
and Mr Novit, the son ami heir of the pa^^ 
tient, a tall gawky silly-looking boy of four- 
teen or fifteen, and a house-keeper, a good 
buxom figure of a woman, betwixt forty 
and fifty, who had kept the keys and* ma- 
naged nflitters at Dumbiedikes since the 
lady's death. It was to these attendants 
that Dumbiedikes addressed himself pretty 
nearly in these words i temporal and spiri- 
tual matters, the care of his health and his 
afl^irs, being strangely jumbled in a head 
which was never one of the clearest. 

<^ Th^se are sair times wi' me, gentlemen 
and neighbours ! amaist as ill as at the 
aughty-nine, when I wiets rabbled by the 
coliegeaaers.-— They mistook me muckle— « 

VOL. I. I 
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they ca'd me a papist, but there was never a 
papist bit about me, minister. — Jock, ye'li 
take warning — it's a debt we maan a' pay, 
and there stands Nichil Novit that will tell 
ye I was never gude at paying debts in my 
life.*— 'Mr Novit, yell no forget to draw the 
aftnual rent that's due on the yerl's band— - 
if I psy debt to other folk, I think they suld 
pay it to. me— that equals aquals.— Jock, 
when ye hae naething else to do, ye may 
be aye sticking in a tree ; it will be grow- 
ing, Jock, when ye're sleeping. My father 
tauld me sae forty years sin', but I ne'er 
fand time to mind him — Jock, ne'er drink 
brandy in the morning, it files the stamach 
sair ; gin ye take a morning's draught, let 
it be aqua mirabilis ; Jenny there makes it 
weeL«»Doctor, my breath is growing as 
scant as a broken- winded piper^s, when he 
has, played for four-and-twenty hours at a 
penny- wedding-— Jenny, |»t the cod aneath 
my head--^but it's a' needless !~-Mass John, 
could ye think o' rattling ower some bit 
short prayer, it wad dp me gude maybe^ 
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and keep some queer thoti£;hts out o' my 
head^-^^-Say something, imtn," 

*^ I cannot use a prayer like a rat rhyme,'* 
answered the honest clergyman ; " and if 
you would have jour soul redeemed like a 
prey from the fowler, Laird, you must needs 
shew me your state of mind." 

" And shoudna ye ken that without my 
telling you ?** answered the patient. ** What 
have I been paying stipend and trind par- 
sonage and Vicarage for, ever sin' the augb- 
ty-nine, an' I csinna get a spell of a prayer 
for't, the only tinie I ever asked for ane in 
my life F^— Gang awa' wi* your whiggery, if 
thaf s a' ye can do ; add Curate Kiitstoup 
wad faae read half the Prayer-Book to me 
by this time — ^Awa w'ye !— -Doctor, let's see 
if ye can do ony ^thing better for me.'' 

The Doctor, who had obtained some in* 
formation in the meanwhile from the house* 
keeper on the state of his complaints, aa- 
sared him the medical art could not pro-, 
long his life many hours. 

^ Him damn Mass Jc^n afid you botth !" 
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cried the furious and un tractable patient* 
" Did ye come here for naething but to. 
tell me that ye canna help me at the pinch ? 
Out wi' them, Jenny — out o' the house! 
and, Jock, my curse, and the curse of Crom- 
well go wi' yd, if ye gie them either fee or 
bountith, or sae liiuckle as a black pair 6' 
cheverons." 

. The clergyman and doctor made a speedy 
retreat out of the apartment, while Dumb- 
iedikes fell into one of those transports of 
violent and profane language, 'which had 
procured him the surname of Damn-me-^ 
dikes — " Bring me the brandy bottle, Jen- 
ny, ye b— — ," he cried, witK a voice in 
which passion contended with pain.; *« I 
can die as I haye lived, ^Vithout fashing 
ony o' them. But therfe's ae tiling," he said; 
sinking his voice — " there's ae fearful thing 
bings about my heart, and an aUker Of 
t)randy W|nna wash it away — ^The Deans at 
Woodend ! — I sequestrated them in the dear 
years, and now they are to flitt they'll starve 
•^and that Beersheba, and that auld troop- 
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er's wife and her oe» they'll star ve---*they'll 
starve 1 — Look oot, Jock ; what night is't i^ 

" Onding o* snaw^ father/' answered 
Jock, after having opened the window, and 
looked out with great composure. 

** Tli^y'Il perish in the drifts," said the 
expiripg sinner— *' they'll perish wi' cauld 1 
-—but 1*11 be het aneugh, gin a* tales be 
true." 

This last observation was made under 
-breatt^ and in a tone which made the very 
attorney shudder. He tried his hand at 
ghostly advice, probably for the first time 
in his life, and recommended, as an opiate 
ibr the agonized conscience of the laird, 
reparation of the injuries he had done to 
these distressed families, which, he obser- 
ved by the way, the civil law called re^ft- 
tutio in integrum. But Mammon was strug- 
gling with Remorse for retaining. his place 
in a bosom he had so long possessed } and 
he partly succeeded, as an old tyrant proves 
often too strong for his insurgent rebels. 

<5 1 canna do't," he answered, with a voiee 
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of de$p»n ** It would kill me to do^-** 
bow cao ye bid tne pay bfll^k. siUer, when ye 
ken how I want it ? or disjpone fieersheba^ 
when it lie?^ sae weel ioto my ain plaid' 
nuik? Nature made Diraibiedikea and 
Beersheba to be ae man's land-^She did 

by . Nicbili it wad kilt me lo part 

them." 

** But ye maun die whether or no, Laird^"* 
«aid Mr Novit j " and mi^be ye wad die , 
easier-*-it's but trying. I'll scroll ^e dis- 
position in nae time;" 

'^ Dinna speak o\ sir» or V\\ fling the 
stoup at your head.«^But, Jock, lad, ye see 
iiow the warld warstles wi' me on my deaths 
bed — Be kind to the puir creatures the 
Deanses and the Butlers-— be kind to them, 
Jock. Dinna let the warld get a grip o* 
ye, Jock-^t^t keep the gear tbegither! 
and wbate'er-ye do, dispone Beersheba at 
no rate. Let the creatures stay at a mo- 
derate mailing, and hae bite and 6oiq> ; it 
will maybe be the better wi' your father 
wbare he's gaun, lad." 
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After these contradictory ibstructioBt» 
the Xaird felt bis mind 60 much at ease 
that he drank three bumpers of brandy coa- 
tinuou8ly» and ^< soughed awa/' as Jem^ 
expressed it, in an attempt to sii^^ <' De*il 
stick the minister." 

Hia death made a revcdurion in &vour of 
the distressed families* John Dumbie, now 
Dumbiedikes» in his own right, seemed to 
Jbe ck>8e and selfish enough ; but wanted the 
grasping" spirit and active mind of his fa* 
ther ; and his guardian happened to agree 
with him in opinion, that his father's dying 
recommendation should be attended to* 
The. tenants, therefore, were not actually 
turned out of doors among the snow-wreaths, 
and were allowed wherewith to procure 
butter*milk and pease bannocks, which they 
eat under the « full force of the oi*iginal 
malediction* The cottage of Deans, called 
Woodend, was not very distant fron^ that 
at Beersheba. Formerly there had been 
little intercourse between the families. 
Deans was a sturdy Scotchman, with all 
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isort of prejudices against the southern, and 
the spawn of the southern. Moreover, 
Deans was, as we have said, a staunch pres- 
byterian, of the most rigid and unbending 
adherencp to what he conceived to be this 
only possible straight line, as he was wont 
to express himself, between right-hand 
heats and extremes, and left-hand defec« 
tions ; and, therefore, he held in high dread 
"and horror all independents, and whomso- 
ever he supposed allied to them* 

But, notwithstanding these liatioiial pre- 
judices and religious professions, Deans and 
the widow Butler were placed in such a si* 
tuatton, as naturally created some intiaiacy 
between the families. They had shared a 
common danger and a mutual deliverance. 
They needed each other's assistance, like a 
company, who, crossing a mountain stream, 
are compelled to cling close together, lest 
the current should be too powerful for aiiy 
who are not thus supported. 

On nearer acquiaintance, too, Deans abated 
some of his prejudices. He found Mrs But- 
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ler, though not thoroughly grounded in the 
extent and bearing of the real testimony 
against the defections of the times, had no 
opinions in favour of the independent party ; 
neither was she an Englishwoman. There- 
fore, it was to be hoped, that, though she 
was the widow of an enthusiastic corporal 
of Cromwell's dragoons, it was possible her 
grandson might be neither schismatic nor 
anti-national, two qualities concerning which 
Goodman Deans had as wholesome a terror 
as against papists and malignants. Above 
all, (for Douce Davie Deans had his weak 
side,) he perceived that widow Butler look- 
ed up to him with reverence, listened to 
his advice, and compounded for an occa* 
sional fling at the doctrines of her deceased 
husband, to which, as we have seen, she 
was by no means warmly attached, in con* 
sideration of the valuable counsels which 
the presbyterian afibrded her for the ma- 
nagement of her little farm. These usual- 
ly concluded with, *vthey may do otherwise 

i2 
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in England, neighbour Butler, for augbt I 
ken ;" or, ^^ it may be different in foreign 
parts i^ or, ^< they wba think diflerentiy on 
the great foundation of our covenanted re^ 
foraiatioQy overturning and misbguggling 
the government and discipline of the kirk^ 
and bdrealdng down the carved work of our 
Zion, m^t be for sawing the crafi wi' aita} 
but I say peaat, peaaa?^ And aa hia advice 
was shrewd and sensible, thoi^h conceited- 
ly given, it was received with gratttudQ 
and followed with respect; 

The intercourse wUcb took place be^ 
twixt the families at Beersheba and Wood^^ 
end became strict and intimate, at t very 
early period, betwixt Reuben Buiier, with 
whom the* reader isialready in some d^^ree 
acquainted, and Jeaaie Deans,, the only 
child of Douoe Davie Deans by his firak 
wife, ^* that singular Christian womaB,'^ aa 
he was wont to express himself, ^ whose 
name was savoury to alt that knew her for 
a desirable professor. Christian Mensaesi in 
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Hochmaagirdle.'^ The manner of nvhich in- 
timacy, and the consequences thereof, we 
now proceed to relate* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Reuben and Bachel» though as fond as dovei^ 
Were yet discreet and cautious in their loTes^ 
Nor would attend to Cupid's wild'comnandsy 
Till cool reflection bade them join their hands. 
When both were poor, they thought it aigued fli 
Of hasty love to make them poorer still. 

Crabbb's ParUh Hegister, 

/ 

While widow Butler and widower Deans 
struggled with poverty, and the hard and 
sterile soil of those ** parts and portions" of 
the lands of Dumbiedikes which it was their 
lot to occupy, it became gradually apparent 
that Deans was to gain the strife, and his 
ally in the conflict was to lose it. The for- 
mer was a roan, and not much past the prime 
of life — Mrs Butler a woman, and declined 
into th6 vale of years. This, indeed, ought 
in time to have been^ balanced by* thecir- 

6 
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cufflstance, that Reuben was growing up to 
assist his grandmothei^s labours, and that 
Jeanie Deans, as a girt, could be only sup- 
posed to add to her Other's burthens. But 
Douce Davie Deans knew better things, and 
so schooled and trained the young minion, 
as he called her, that from the time she 
could walk, upwards, she was daily em- 
ployed in some task or other suitable to 
her age and capacity, a circumstance which, 
added to her father's daily instructions and 
lectures, tended to give her mind, even 
when a child, a grave, serious, firm, and 
reflecting cast. An uncommonly strong 
and healthy temperament^ free from all 
nervous affection and every other irregula* 
rity, which, attacking the body in its more 
noble functions, so often influences the 
miiid^ tended greatly to establish this firm- 
ness, simplicity, and decision of character. 
On the other hand, Reuben was we^k in 
constitution, and, though not timid ih tem- 
per, might be safely pronounced anxious, 
doubtfel, and apprehensive. He partook 
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of the temperaflient of his ni0lher» wiK> had 
died of a consumptioii in early age. He 
was a pale» thin, feeUe, Mcldj boy^ aad 
gomewhat lame, from an accident in early 
youth. He was besides^ the child of a do^: 
ting grandmother, whose oTer-'SdUcitous at> 
tention to him soon taught him a sort of 
diffidence in himBelf, with a disposition to 
overrate his own importance, which is one 
of the very worst consequences that chik- 
dren deduce from over-indulgence. 

I^ll» however, the two childre» dun^ to 
each other^s society, not aiore £rom habit 
than from taste* They herded together the 
handful of dheepi with the two or three 
cows, which their psurents turned out r»- 
tber to seek food than actually to feed up- 
on the unincll^ed common oi' Dumbdedike^ 
It was there that the two nrchins might: be 
seen seated beneath a blootoing bush of 
whin^ their little round faces laid dose to- 
gether under the shadow of the same pbid 
drawn over both their beads^ while the land* 
scape around was; embrowned by aa dver-* 
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aihadcywing cloiid, big with the riiower which 
had driven the children to shelter. Upon 
other occasions they wenbtogetbertoschool^ 
the boy receivii^ that encouragement and 
example from bis companion, in crossing the 
KttlebroolcB which intersected theirpath,and 
encounteriiig cattle, dogs, and other perils^ 
upon tiieir journey, which the male sex in 
such cases usually consider it as their prero^ 
gaU ve to extend to the weaker. Bu t when, 
seated on the benches (tf the schocd-house, 
they began to con their lesson t<^ther, Reu« 
ben,. who was as much superior to Jeanie 
Draiis in acuteness of inteltect, as inferior 
to her in firmness of comtitution, and that 
insensibiltty to fatigue and danger which 
depends on the conformation c^ the nerves, 
was able fully to requite the kindness and 
coantenance with which, ^ in. other cireum*^ 
stances, she used to regard him. He wa» 
decidedly the best scholar at the little pa« 
rish jschool, and so gentle was his temper 
and disposition, that be was rather admired 
than envied by the little mob who occupied 
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the noisy ihansion» although he was the 
declared favourite of the master. Several 
girls, > in particular^ (for in Scotland th^y 
are taught with the boys) longed to be kind 
to» and comfort the sickly lad, who was so 
much cleverer than his conipanioiis. The 
character of Reuben Butler was so calcula- 
ted as to offer scope both for their sympa- 
thy and their admiration^ the feelings, per- 
haps, through which the female sex (the 
more deserving part of them at least) is 
more easily attached. 

But Reuben, naturally reserved and dis* 
tant, improved none of these advantages ; 
tind only became more attached to Jeanie 
Deans, as the enthusiastic approbation of 
his master assured him of fair prospects in 
future life, and awakened his ambition.. In 
the mean time, every advance that Reuben 
made in learning (and, considering his Op- 
portunities, they were uncommonly great) 
rendered him less capable of attending to 
the domestic duties of his grandmother's 
farm. While studying the jponi asinortifn in 
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Euclid^ he ^ suffered every cuddie upon the 
cbmmon to trespass upon a large field of 
pease belonging to the Laird» and nothing 
but the active exertions of Jeanie Deans, 
with her HMledog Dustiefoot^ could have 
saved great loss and consequent punish* 
meat. Similar mkcarriages malrked his pro- 
gress in his classical studies. He read Vir- 
^'S'Georgics till be did not know bear 
from bbdey ; and had nearly destroyed the 
crofts of Beersheba, while attempting to 
cultivate them according to the practice of 
Columella and Cato the Censor. 

These blunders occasioned grief to his 
^tid-dame» and disconcerted the good 
opinion which her neighbour^ Davie Deans, 
iiad for some time entertained of Reuben* 
" *^ I see naething ye can make of that 
silly callant^ neighbour Butler," said he to 
the did lady, « unless ye train him to the 
wark o* the miniBtry. And ne*er was there 
inair need of poorfu* preachers than e'en 
now in these cauld Gallio days, when menis 
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hearts are faafdened like tht Di^er mSA- 
atone, till they come to reg#i4 ncuie of these 
things, It'^ evident thispftwi^llattl 4^ toot's 
will never be able to clo* an usefu' da^'s 
wark» unless it be as an ambaaiador from 
our Master } aiid I- will make it my business 
to priKmre a licence when he is fit f(x the 
same, trusting he wilt be a shaft cleanly 
polished, and meet to be used in the. body 
of the kirk ; and that he shall not twot 
again, ^like the sow, to wallow in the nottf^e 
of heretical extremes and defetitionss, but 
shall have the wings cKf a dov^ though he 
hath lain among the pots.'' 

The poor widow gulped down . the a£* 
front to her husband^s principles, iaoplied 
in thiis oiutidn, and hastened to take Ba& 
ler from the High-School, and encourage 
him in the pursuit of mathematics and di- 
vinity, the only physics and ethics that 
chanced to be in f^hjon at the time. 

Jeanie Deans was now compelled to part 
from the companion of her labour, her stu^ 
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d]r» and h^ pastiiaet and it wu with more 
UuMi, childish feeliDg that both children re# 
gardedtheseparaiioiu Batthe^rivereyoaQg^ 
and hope was bighi and they separated like 
thoae who hope to meet again at a more 
auspicious hour* 

Wibtle Eeidbai Bticler was acquiring at 
the Univernty of St Andrews the know<* 
ledge necessary for a clergyman, and ma*^ 
cerating his body vnth the privations which 
were necessary in seeking food for hiamind^ 
Usgrandame became daily less able to strug^ 
gle with her little Arm, and was at length 
Obliged to throw it up to the new Laird of 
Dumbiedikes. That great personage was no 
absolute Jew, and did not cheat her in ma* 
king the bargain more than was tolerable* 
He ev&Oi gwe her permission to tenant the 
house in which shenhad lived with her hus^ 
band, as long as it should be ^^ ten^ntabie,"^ 
only be protested against paying for a far« 
thing of repairs, any benevolence which be 
had being of the passive, but by no meana 
of the active mood. 



SIS ' TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

' In the meanwhile, from superior shrewd- 
nessi skill, and other circumstances, some 
of them purely accidental, Pavie Deans 
gained a footing in the world, the. posses- 
sion of some wealthr the reputation of mor«, 
and a growing disposition to preserve and 
increase his store; for wJiieb, when lie 
thought upon it seriously, he wad incliQed 
to blame himself. From his^ knowledge in 
agriculture, as it was then practised, He be* 
came a sort of favourite with the Laird, 
who had no pleasure either in active spprts 
or in society, and was wont to end his daily 
saunter by calling at the cottage of Woo J- 
€nd. 

* Being a man himself of slow ideas and 
confused utterance, he used to sit or stand 
for half an hour with an old laced bat of 
his father's upon his head, and antenripty 
tobacco*pipe in his mouth, with his. eyes 
following Jeanie Deans, or ** the lassie," 
as he called her, through the course of her 
daily domestic labour, while h^ father, af- 
ter exhausting the subject of bestial, of 



TH£ HEART OJP MID-LOTHIAK. 218 

ploughs, and of harrows, oflen took an op* 
poitunity of going full sail into controver- 
sial subjects, to which discussions the digni^ 
tary listened with much seeming patience, 
but without making any reply, or, indeed/ 
as most people thought, without under- 
standing a single word of what the orator 
wa9 saying. Deans, indeed, denied thia 
stoutly, as an insult at once to his own ta- 
lents for expounding hidden truths, of 
which he was a little vain, and to the 
Laird's capacity of understatiding them. 
He said, ^^-Dumbiedikes was nane of these 
flashy gentles, wi* lace on their skirts and 
swords at their tails, that were rather for 
riding on horseback to hell than gaun bare- 
footed to Heaven. He wasna like bis fa* 
ther— i-nae profane company-keeper— ^nae 
swearer— nae drinker — nae frequenter of 
play-house, or music-bouse, or dancing- 
house— -nae Sabbath-breaker — nae imposer 
of aiths, or bonds, or denyer of liberty to 
,th^ flock. — He clave to the warld, and the 
warld^s gear, a wee ower muckle, but then 



• \ 



£14 TAZ^S OF MY LANDLORD^ 

there was some breathing of a gale upon 
his spirit/' &c. &a All this honest Davie 
teid and believed. 

It is not to be ^swpposedi that, ^ a father 
and a man of sense and. observation, thecon- 
Stant direction of the Laird's eyes towards 
* Jeanie was altogether unnoticed/ This cir- 
cumstance, however, made a miK^h great- 
er impression upon another member of -his 
&mily, a second help-mate, to wit, whom 
he had chosen to take to his bosom ten 
years after the death of his first. Some 
people were of dpinion, that Douce Davie 
had been rather surprised into this step, 
for in genetal he was no friend to marriagea 
or giving in marriage, and seemed rather 
to regard that state of society as a neces- 
sary evil, — a thing lawful, and to be tolera- 
ted in the imperfect $tate of our nature, 
but which clipfied the wings with which 
i¥e ought to soar upwards, and tethered 
the soul to its mansion c^ clayt and the 
creature-comforts of wife and baimst Hid 
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dwn practice, however, had in this material 
point varied from his principles, since, as 
we have seen, he twice knitted for himself 
this dangerous and ensnaring entangle- 
ment. 

Rebecca, his spouse, had by no means 
the same horror of matrimony, and as she 
made marriages in imagination for every 
neighbour round, she failed not to indicate 
a match betwixt Dumbiedikes and her step- 
daughter Jeanie. The goodman used re- 
gularly to frown and pshaw whenever this 
topic was touched upon, but usually ended 
by taking his bonnet and walking out of 
the house to conceal a certain gleam ot sa« 
tiafaction, which, at such a suggestion, in- 
voluntarily difTused itself over his austere 
features. 

The more youthful part of «iy readers 
may naturally ask, whether Jeanie Deans 
wi» deserving of this mute attention of the 
Tjmd of Dumbiedikes ; and the historian, 
with due regard to veracity, » cbmpelled 
to ati&w^^ that her persofMt attcactioos 
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were of no uncommon description. She 
was short, and rather too stoutly made for 
her size, had grey eyes, light coloured hair, 
a round good-humoured face, much tanned 
with the sun, and her only, peculiar charm 
was an air of inexpressible serenity, which 
a good conscience, kind feelings, content- 
ed temper, and the regular discharge of all 
her duties, spread over her features. There 
tv^as nothing, it may be supposed, very ap- 
palling in the form or manners of this rus- 
tic heroine} yet, whether from sheepish 
bashfulness, or from want of decision and 
imperfect l^nowledge of his own mind on 
the subject, the Laird of Dumbiedikes, with 
his old laced hat aiid empty tobacco-pipe, 
came and enjoyed the beatific vision of Jeanie 
Deans day after day, week after week, year 
after year, without proposing to accomplish 
any of the prophesies of the step•motber^ 
This good lady began to grow doubly 
impatient on : the . subject, when, after ||a- 
ving been swne years married, she herself 
presented Pouce Davie with another daugh* 
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ter, who was named Euphenua, by conrup* 
tioDt Effie. It was then that Rebecca be- 
gan to turn impatient with the slow pace 
at which the Laird's wooing proceeded^ 
judiciously arguing, that, as Lady Dumbie« 
dikes would have but little occasion fqr 
tocher, the principal part of her gudeman's 
substance would naturally descend to the 
child by the second marriage. OUier step- 
dames have tried less laudable means for 
clearing the way to the succession of their 
own children ; but Rebecca, to do her jus« 
tice» only sought little Effie's advantage 
, through the promotioiii i|i^ which must have 
generally been accounted such, of her elder 
sister. She therefore triqd every female art 
.Within the compass of her simple skill to 
bring the Laird, to a point} but had the 
. mortification to perceive that her efforts^ 
like those of an unskilful angler^ only scared 
the trout she. meant to catch. Upon one 
..occasion, in particular, wh^n she joked 
With the Laird on the propriety of giving a 
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taifstt^s to the httuse tif Buoibieclikesi he 
%\^&d sto e&ectualfy ststrtted, that neither 
'laced haty tobacto-ptpe, nor the Int^lti- 
^gent proprietor of these- moveables, visit- 
%id Woodend for a fortnight. Ilebecca wto 
"ifterefbre isbmpeUed to leave the Laird to 
proeeed W his^owh ^hafirs pace, conviiieed, 
%y experience, of the grave-digger's apho- 
Irism, that your didl ^ss Will not mend his 
]pkce for beating. 

Reuben, ih th^ mteantiitae, pnHrtied %is 
Indies at the university, supplying his 
^li^^Cs by 1:6aching the yomrger lads the 
4thow1edge he littisdf acquire^ and thus 
kt once gatniitg the ineians of maintiainiiig 
himsrff at the seat of learfiring, and fe!tii% 
in his teind the elements df what he bad 
^alrefaidy obtained* In this iniannefr, 2^ is 
iisual atiobng the pooltr stddenf s'df dfv|m- 
ty at 'Scdtiish utnversitielsi, be cotltti^, 
not only to- maintain hitnself according: to 
%is simple waiiits, but even to send ^o&si« 
'derable asslstenee to his sote r^mainioig ^pa» 
rent, a sacred duty, of which the Scotah ait 
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fiddom i2eg}^ibnt . His progress in know^ 
ie^ge 0f .a general kind, «s well aa in the 
studies proper to his profesaion^ was very 
^considerable, but less marked from the re- 
tired modesty of his disposition, which to 
no respect qualified him to set off his learnr 
^ng to the best advantage. And thus, had 
Butler been a man given to make com- 
plaints, he:had his tale to tell, like others, of 
junjust preferences, bad luck,and hard usage. 
He obtained Jiis licence as a preach- 
isr.of thetgo§pel, with some compliments 
from the presbytery by whom it was be- 
stowed i but this did not lead to any pre- 
lent, and he found it nece£»3aiy to make 
\e .cottage at Beersheba his residence for 
►me months, with . no other income than 
[was afforded by the precarious occupation 
fOf teaching in one or two neijghl)ourii)g 
«£unilies. After haviqg greeted his aged 
(grandmother, his first visit was to Wood- 
^^mdf where he was received by Jeanie with 
.^|irm jcoi^iality, arising from recollections 
,wiii4;:h.I^tdr never been dismissed ftimkhfr 
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mind, by Rebecca with good-humoured 
hospitdity, and' by old Davie in a mode 
peculiar to himselfi ' ^ 

Highly as Douce Deaiis hotiourod tbe 
clergy,' it was not upon each individual of 
•the cloth that he bestowed his approbation^ 
and, a little jealous, perhaps, at seeing hit 
youthful acquaintance erected into the 
dignity t>f a teacher and preacher, he in- 
stantly attacked him upon various points 
of controversy, in order <o discover whe- 
ther he might not have fallen into some of 
the snares, defections, and desertions of 
the time. " Butler was not pnly a man of 
staunch presbytefi^n principles, but was 
also willing to avoid giving pain to hi^ old 
friend by. disputing tip#n points of little im- 
portance ; ai)^ therefore he might have ho- 
ped to have come like refined gold out of the 
furnace of Davie's interrogatories. Bjit the 
result on the mind of that strtct investigator 
was not altogether so favourable as might 
have been hoped and anticipated. Old Jo-» 
dith Butler, who had hobbled that evening 
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as far as Woodend, in order to enjoy the con* 

, gratulations of hef neighboonr upon Keu* 

b^n's return, and on his high* attainments, 

of which she was herself not a little proud, 

was sdtnewhat mortified to find that lier 

old friend Deans did not enter into the sub* 

ject with the w&rmtik she expected. At 

first, indeed, he seemed ratheir silent than 

dissatisfied ; and it was iiot till Judith had 

^ssayed the subject more than once that it 

led to the following dialogueft 

' •* Aweel, neibor Deails,^ I thought yc 

wad bae been glad to see Reuben amang. 

us again, poor fallow*'* 

^* lam glad, Mrs Butler," was the neigh* 
bour's concise answer, ^ 

*^ Since he has lost his grandfather and> 
his father, (praised be Him that giveth and 
taketh!) I ken nae friend he. has in the; 
world that's been sae like a father «tQ. him 
as the sell o' ye, neibor I>eans." - . . 

" God is the only father of the father- 
1^,'' said Deans, touchiDg his bonifet agid 
looking upwards. ^* Giv& honour where it 
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id due, gudeWift, and not td an untrofthy^ 
instrudient.** 

** Aweel, that's ydiir way & turnirrg k, 
and nae doubt ye ken best ; but I Iiae kenw 
lied ye, Davie, send a forpet o' meal td 
Beershetei when there was na a bow Ifeft itf 
the meaUark at Woo'dend } ay, and I half, 
kenned ye*'-— — 

*« Gudewife,'' said Davie, interniptiajg' 
her, ^ thes^ are but idle tales to tell me; fit 
for naething biit to^ ptifi'ap our in ward tmatt 
wi* our ain v^n aets. I stinle beside bli£s»» 
ed Alexander Peden, when I heard him Oatt 
the death and testimony ef our happy mate 
fyrs but draps of blude and scarbi of -ink j 
and what suld I think of ony fehil^ thg V^ 
of me can do ?^ 

•< Weel, neibor Deans, ye fcen best; 
btit I maun say that, I am sure you are 
^lad to «ee my bairn again^*-4he haltf s gane 
now, unless he has- to walk ower moiqr 
. miles at a stretch ; and lie . has a wee bit 
colour in his cheek, that glads my anld een 
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to see it ; and he has as decent, a black? coat 
as the minister, and"--— 

<< I am very heartily glad he. is weel and 
thidvlG^f" said Mr Deans^ with a gsavily 
that seemed intended to cut short the dub* 
ject i but a. woman who. is be»t Mifoa H; 
point is not eai^ly pushed aside ftom it 

<< An4f'' QoiUinue<^ Mis Butler^ '* he oan 
wag: his head in a pulpit ii»w« neibcMr 
I>eaaii^ think but of.tbatp-<rmy aw Qe!-*aiid 
dibody maun sjt stiU and listen ten IuoIa a». 
if be were the Baip. of Ronie^*^ 

" The what?-^he who?-~women.2" said 
Oeam, with a sternness far beyond hi^ usual 
^ravity^. as sooft m. these ofiefiftive words/ 
bad struck upon the tymfHioum^ of his ear. 

<< Eh, guide us !'' said the poor woman ; 
^ I had forgot what an iU wtti ye -had aye 
at Uie Paip» and sae had my puir gudemaja, 
Stephen Butler. Mony an afternoan he. 
wad sit and take up bia testimony again &e 
iyp» zxA again baptising of baims» and tiie- 
Kke-" 
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•« Woman !'* reiterated Deans, " either 
qpeak about what ye ken something o% or 
be silent ; I say that independency is a foul 
heresy, and anabaptism a damnable and de- 
eeiving drrori whilk suld be rooted out of 
the land wi^ the fire o"" the spiritual, and the 

» 

sword o' the civil magistrate." 

<< Weel, weel, neibor, I'll no say that 
fe mayna be right. 1 am sure ye are right 
about the sawing and the mawin^, the sheer- 
ing and the leading, arid what for suld ye 
no be' right about kirk-wark, too ?-^Bilfc 
concerning my oe, Reuben Butler^—- — i' . 

*< Aeuben Butler,, gudewife, is a hul I 
wish heartily weel to, even as if he were' 
mine aia. son-*^but I doubt there will be< 
outs and ins in the tract of his walk. I 
muckle fear his gifts will get the heels of 
his grace. He has ower muckle humaa 
wit and learning, and thinks as muckle 
about the form of the bicker as be does 
about the healsomeness of th^ food-^^he 
maun broider the marriage-garment with 
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lace and passments^ or its no gude aneugh 
for him. And its like he's something proud 
o' 1ms human gifts and learning, whilk enai- 
bles him to dress up his doctrine in that 
fine airy dress.^ But»- added he, at seeing 
the old woman*s uneasiness at his discourse, 
^ fiction majr gi'e him a jagg, and let thj^ 
wind out V him as out o* a cow that's eaten 
wet clover, and the lad may do weel, and 
be a burning and a shining light ; and I 
trust it will be yoiirs to see, and his to feel 
it, and that soon**^ 

Widow Butler was obliged to retire, un- 
able to make any thing more of her neighr 
bour, whose discourse, though she did not 
comprehend it, ^filled her with und^ned 
apprehensions on her grandson's account 
and greatly depressed the joy with which 
she had welcomed him on his return. And 
it mu3t not be conceal^di^ in justice to Mr 
Deans's discernment, that Butler, in their 
coiiference, had made a greater display of 
his learning than the occasion called for, 
•r than was like to be acceptable to the old 

K3 
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gentlemfmi whio, noeuittOfBed to emsfidet 
liimselF ^s a person pre-emineiitiy Mviitted 
to dictalie upon tikeologicat nbgects of coiw 
troversy, felt ratber buttibted and ttiorttfied 
when learned anithoritiea were placed nt flr«> 
ray against hm. In i^t. Batter lusid wot 
escaped the tinge ^ pedantry \(4k«ch ntftou 
rally flowed from his edaeation) aivJ wae 
apt, on many occasio«»^ to make parade of 
ills knowledge, when there was no need of 
jsuch vanity. 

Jeanie Deans, however, foond no fault 
with this display of learning, but, oa the 
contrary, admired it ; peiiiaps on the same 
score that her sex are saki to admite men 
i>f courage, on account of their own deft* 
ciency in that quati^ation. The tinimti- 
stances of their famiHes^ threw the ycmrrg 
people constantly together ; their old inti^ 
macy was renewed, though upon a fbodng 
better adapted to their a^ ; and it became 
at length understood betwixt them, tfaait 
their union should be deferred na h>nger 
than until Butltr should obtaiin 90/ae tubti/Sjf 
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focans of support* however huitible. Tbi9, 
however, was iK>t a matter speech^ to be 
a^ccompKsbed. Pi^i after phm was foroiedt > 
aad plan after plan fidled; The gdod-hu^ 
moored cheek of Jeanie lost line first flurit 
of jisvenHe freshness ; Reuben's bfmr assiu 
flded the grantjr of manhood^ yet the means 
of attahiing a settlement seemed remote a8> 
ever. Fortunately for the lovers, their pa»- 
sion was of no aixlent or enthusiastic cast^ 
and a sense of duty on both sides hiduced 
them tc^beairy. with patient fortitude, the pro*^ 
tracted interval which divided them ftnooL 
each other. 

In the meanwhile, time did not roll oa 
without efi^cting. his usual changes. 1W 
widow of Stephen Buder, so long the prop 
of the &mily of Beersheba^ was gathered 
to her Others; and Rebecca^ the careful 
spouse of our friend Davie Deans, was ahov 
SoiomfNTied from her plans of matrimoniai 
and domestic economy:. The morning after 
her death, Reuben Batter went to oBtr his^ 
wut&of coMolation tO'his old firiendiipd be^ 
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nefacton He .witnessed, on this occasion^ 
a remarkable struggle betwixt the force dt* 
natural affection, and the religious stoicism, 
which the sufferer thought it was inquom 
bent upon hkn to maintain under each eartb- 
ly dispensation, whether of weal or woe* . 

Oii his arrival at the cottage, Jeante, with 
her eyes overflowing with tears, pointed to 
the little orehard, ** in whieh,** she whisper-* 
ed with broken accents, ^^ my poor father 
has been since hi^ misfcHtune.'^ Somewhat 
alarmed at this account, Butler entered the 
orchard, and advanced slowly towards his 
old friend, who, seated in a small rude ar« 
bour, appeared to be sunk in the extremity 
of his affliction. He lifted his eyes some* 
what sternly as fiUtler approached, as if 
offended at the interruption; but as the 
young man hesitated whether he ought to 
retreat or advance, he arose, and came for-^ 
ward to meet him, .with a 8elf-{)ossessed^ 
and even dignified air. 

*< Young man, lay it not to heart, thou^' 
the righteous perish and the merciful nn 
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removed, seeing, it may well be said, that 
they are taken away froQi ther evils to com^* 
Woe to me, were I to shed a tear for the wife 
of my bosom, when I might weep rivers of 
water for this afflicted Church, cursed as 
it is with carnal seekers, and with the dead 
of heart*' 

<< I am happy ,"* said Butler, *< that you 
can forget your private affliction in your 
f^ard for public duty,"" 

^* Forget, Reuben?' said poor Deans, 
putting his handkerchief to his eyes,*— 
^^iShe's not to be forgotten on thi^ side j5f 
tame ; but He that gives the wound can 
send the ointment. I declare there hi^vQ 
been times during this night when my me* 
ditation has been so wrapt, that I knew not 
of my heavy loss. It has been with me as 
with the worthy John Semple, called Cars* 
pham John, upon a like trial,r— I have been 
this night on the banks of Ulai, plucking 
an apple here and there,'" 

. Notwithstanding the assumed fortitude 

Dean9f which be conceived to bci tbe 



/ 
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^chftrge of a great ChristtMi iBty, he had 
too good a heart not to si^r doq^lj midei: 
tills heavy loss. Woodend became altcige^ 
ther distastefal to hina ; and as^ he kad ob* 
tallied both substance and essperience bj 
kts Eianagement of that little fami» he re* 
solved to employ them as a dairy fkaae^f^ 
or cow-feeder^ aa they ace^ caflled m Scot- 
)aod. The situation he chose for hia new 
settlement was at a place ealled SainA Leo» 
sard's Crags, lying betwixt Edlnfaargh and 
tite mountain eaHed Arthur's Seat, and ad^ 
joining to the extensive sheep pasture stills 
named theKing'i^ P^rb, from its having beein 
formerly dedicated to the pr^servaftion^of die. 
soyal game. Here he rented a small loneljr 
house, nearly half a mile distant from the 
nearest point of the city, but the site of 
whidij with aH the a<]jacentgroahd, is now 
occupied by the buildings which form tbo* 
woth^astem suburb. An extensive paa» 
ture-ground adjoining, which Deans rented 
frcmi the Keeper of the Royal fkrfc, ona* 
bled him to leed his milk-cows^ and llio 
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unceaising industry aod aetMty of Jeanirt^ 
b» eldest daughter,, was exerted in making 
the most of their produce. 

She had now tess frequent opportunities 
of seeing Reuben, who* bad been obliged; 
after various disappointments, to accept the 
subordinate situation of assistant in a paro^ 
chial school of some eminence, at three or 
f&tft miles distance from the city. Here he 
distinguished himself, and became acquaint- 
ed with several respectable burgesses, who,, 
on account of health, or other reasons, chose 
^hat their children should commence theiv 
education in this little village. His pros- 
pects were thus gradually brightening, and 
npon each visit which h^ paid at Saint Leo- 
nardos be had an opportunity of gliding a hint 
fo this purpose into Jeanie's ear. These visits 
were necessarily very rare, on account of 
the demands which the duties of the school 
made upon Butler^s time. Nor did he dare 
to make them even altogether so frequent 
as these avocations would permit* Deaas 
lecetved him with civility indeed > and even 
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with kindness ; but Reuben, as is usual in 
such cases, imagined that he read his. pur^ 
po^e in his eyes, and was afraid too premar 
ture an explanation pn the 8ul:gect would 
draw down bis positiire disapproval* Upoii 
the whole, therefore, he judged it prudent 
to call at Saint Leonardos just so frequent* 
ly as old acquaintance and neighbourhood 
seemed to authorise, and no oftener. There 
was another person who was more regular 
in. his visits. 

Whien Pavie Deans intimated to the 
Laird of Dumbiedikes his purpose of ** quit* 
ting wi' the land and house at Woodend,," 
the Laird stared and said nothing. He 
made his usual visits at the usual hour 
without remark, until the day before the 
term, when, observing the bustle of mo- 
ving furniture already commenced, the 
great east-country ^wmri^ dragged out of 
its npok, and standing with its shoulder to 
the cooipany, like an awkward booby about 
to leave the room, the Laird again stared 
mightily, and was heard to cgagulat^ 



THE HEART OF MII>*£aTHIAK. 9S9^ 

" Heghy sirs !'' Even after the day of de* 
parturewaspast and gone, theLairdof Dum" 
biedikes, at his usual hour, which wm that 
at which David Deans was wont to ^< loose 
the pleugh/' presented himself before the 
closed door of the cottage at Woodend, 
and seemed as muab astonished at finding 
it shut against his approach as if it was not 
exactly what he had to expect. On this 
occasion he was heard to ejaculate, *< Qude 
guide us Y* which, by those who knew hiai,| 
was considered as a very unusual mark €xf; 
emotion. From that moment forward, Duai« 
biedikes became an altered man, and the 
regularity of his movements, hitherto so 
exemplary, was as totally disconcerted aa 
those of a boy's watch when he has broken 
the maiurspfiag. Like the index of the , 
said watch, did Oumbiedikes spin round the 
whole .bounds of his little property, which 
may be likened unto the dial of the time- 
pieces, with unwonted velocity. There waa 
not a cottagjB into which he did not enter, 
nor scarce a maiden on whom Ue did nofc 
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Btace. Bat so it wasi that although there 
were better facm^hcmses on the land tlmn. 
Woodnidr and certainly nmcfa prettier girli. 
tlian Jeanie Deans, yet it did somehow be- 
fall t^ the blank in thfe Laird'^ time visas 
not sof pleasantly iiUed up as it had beeiu 
There was no seat acaommodated: him sa 
ivell as the ^ bunker'^ at Woodend, and bo> 
£ic^ he loved so mocli to gaze on as Jisanii^ 
Deans's. So^ alber spinniBg round bsA 
rpund has little ecbity adid thenr remainii^ 
jBtatidaBary for a. week, it seemss to hatve €»>. 
cafriid to hira» that he wan noir|»nfied. iomxk 
to circula|)e on a pLvot,. like, the ludada atf 
the wateh^. but possessed tte power ofsl^ib'. 
iBg his central point, and extending his ciK^. 
de if he thot^t pareper. To realke whacH 
privilege of change of place, l}e bought, a. 
poney from a Highland drover, and witk 
its asnstance and company stepped* or ci^ 
ther stumbled, as far as Saint LfeoBardTA 
Cragau 

Jeanie Deans, though so much accustom* 
ed to^ihe Latrd'a staring liiat she was some^ 
times scarce conscious of his presence, hat) 
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neverthetew some occasiooai £»rB lest he 
should call bx the oi^n of speech' to back 
dvMe expressions of admiration which he 
bestowed on her throogh his eyes. Should 
fbis hap^ea, farewell, she thought, to all 
ehance of ao union witlb Batlen Eor faet 
lather, however stout^heartcdjand mdepem 
&etA in civil and religioos piiiicii^es, was 
not without that respect for the Isird of 
tiie land so deeply hnpsaoted oa ticiSbbti* 
tish tenatttry of the petwt Mootoverj; if 
be did not positirely dtslifce Buder, yet bb 
fond of carnal learaing was often the object 
of sarcasms on Dav^s part, which were 
perhaps founded in jealousy^ and^ which 
certidnly indicated no partiality for the 
party against whom they were hAxmdmA^ 
And, lastly, the match with Dumbiedikea 
would ha^ presented irresistible, cfaanns to 
one who used to complain that hefelt htm^ 
self apt to take ** ower grit an armfuTc^ the 
imM" S& that, upon^ the whole, die Liicd -^t 
dkcrnal ymii^ \rigiie disagreeable to J^nie 
flrom a^prehenaion of foture consequences, 
and it served much to console her, upon 
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removing from the spot where she was bred 
and bom, that she had seen the last of Dum- 
biedikes,. his laced hat, and tobacco-pipe* 
The poor girl no more expected he could 
muster, courage to follow her to Saint 
Leonard's Crags, than that any of her ap* 
pie-trees or cabbages which she had left 
rooted in the " yard*' at Woodend, would 
spontaneously, and unaided, have under* 
taken the same journey. It was, therefore^ 
with much more surprise than pleasure that* 
on thf sixth day after their removal to 
Saint Leonard's, she beheld Dumbiedikes 
arrive^ laced hat, t^bacco-pipe, and aU» 
and, with the self same greeting of *< how's 
a' wi' ye, Jeanie ? — Whare's the gudeman jT 
assume as .nearly as he could the same pa« 
iition in the cottage at Saint Leonard's 
which he had so long and so regularly ocm 
eupied at Woodend. He was no sooner, 
however, seated, than with an unusual exer* 
tion of his powers of conversation^ he add« 
ed, ^' Jeanie — I say, Jeanib woman,** hfixt 
he extended his hrad towards ber shoulder 



THB HEART OF MID-LOTRIAK. 887 

with all the fingers spread out as if to clutch 
it, but in so bashful and awkward a manner, 
that when she whisked herself beyond its 
reach, the paw remained suspended ifi the 
air with the palm open, like the claw of a 
heraldic griffin-^^' Jeanie,'' continued the 
twain, in this moment of inspiration,—*' I 
•ay, Jeanie, it's a braw day out bye, and the 
roads are no that ill for boot*hose/' 

" The de'iPs in the daidling body,** mut* 
tered Jeany between hec teeth ; ** wha 
wad hae thought o' his dailiering out this 
length ?" And she afterwards confessed 
that she threw a little of this ungracious 
sentiment into her'accent'and manner^ for 
her father being abroad, and the ** body,** 
as she irreverently termed the landtd pro 
prietor, <* looking unco gleg and canty, she 
didna ken what he might be coming out wi^ 
next.** * 

Her frowns, however, acted as a com« 
plete sedative^ and the Liird relapsed from 
that day into his former taciturn habits, 
visiting the cow-feeder's cottage three <xr 
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four tmei every yifeek, ^hen tht weathei 
permitted, with apparently na other pur* 
pose than to stare at Jeanie Deanfii, while 
Douce Davie poured forth his eloqiieace 
^pon the controvgrsies and testimonies of 
the day. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Her tfh*, iter nKiimen, all wboisaw admiftdy 
CourteoiiSy tboqgh'coy» and gentle, tbo«sii- retired ; 
The joy of youth and health her eyes dlsplay'd. 
And ease of heart her every look ooDTcy'd. 

Crabbs. 

The vittts of the Laird thos again sunk 
into matters of ordinaiy couissey from ^wfaicli 
nothing, was to be ejected or aj^ehend- 
ed. If a lover could have gained a fair one 
as a snake is said to fascinate a bird, by 
pertinaciously gazing on her with great 
stupid greenish eyes, which b^n now to 
be occasionally aided by Spectacles^ unques- 
tionably Dumbiedikes woirid have been the 
person to perform the feat. But the art of 
ftscinatiofi tseema among the artes perdiUe^ 
Md leannot learn that this most pertina- 
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ciouB of starers poduced any effect by his 
attentions beyond an occasional yawn. 
In the meanwhile, the object of his gaze 

was gradually attaining the verge of youth, 

ft 

and .approaching to what is called in fe- 
males the middle age^ which is impolitely 
held to begin a few years earlier with their 
more fragile sex than with men. Many 
.people would have been of opinion, that 
the Laird would have done betteir to have 
transferred his glances to an object possess* 
ed of far superior charms to Jeanie's, even 
: when Jeanie's were in their bloom^ who be^ 
gaa now to be distmguished by all who vi* 
sited the cottage at St Leonard's Crags. 

Effie Deans, under the tender and affec- 
tionate care^ her sisteir, had now shot up 
|nto a beautiful and blooming girL Her 
Grecian*sbaped head was profusely rich ia 
waving ringlets of brown hair, which, confi- 
ned by a blue snood of sillitf and shading a 
laughing Hebe countenancie^ seemed the 
picture of health, pleasure^ and conteoEt- 
ment Her brown russet short^gown set 

6 
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4^a shape, which time, perhaps, might be 
expected to reader too robust, the frequent 
ol^ection to Scottish beauty, but which, in 
her present early age, was slender and taper, 
with that graceful and easy sweep of outline, 
which at once indicates health and beauti- 
ful proportion of parts. 

These growing charms, in all their juve- 
nile profusion, had no power to shake the 
stedfast mind, or divert the fixed gaze, (^ the 
constant Laird of Diimbiedikes. But there 
was scarce another eye that could behold 
this living picture of health and beauty, 
without (Kuising on it with pleasure. Ti;Q 
traveller stopped his weary horse on the 
eve of entering the city which was the 
end of his journey, to gaze at the sylph- 
like form that tripped by him, with her 
milkpail poised on her head, bearing her- 
self so erect, and stepping so light and free 
under her barthen, that it seemed rather 
an ornament th&n an encumbrance. The 
lads of the neighbouring suburb, who held 
their evening rendezvous for putting the 
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^oiffc,' feastiug* the hatiifner,^ pfayltig' 4t'loh|; 
^ bdwls,^ arid- other athletic crtk'ferfciises, - wiitth- 
**6dth(- tttotions of Effie Deans, atadeowtfttid- 
•l^dS^^ith'ekdr other which ''should-^hft^^^^ 
'^6d fbhiitre to ^tlirdct feerattftntlon. Etfti 
"^he Hgid' presbyterians of her-ftthfei^s'^. 

suasion, who held tfafch iridiiT^cntc'tof tee 

tye^^attd setastf tolbe a itoHre at fesat, if not 
^a^ ckitae, were siirprised into *a ittdttieutfs 
^'deWght^While^ gazing on a creatiire^Bo «x. 
- ^i^ite,^=^iiistaritly cheekfed ' by -a digh, • tc- 
'"ptbacihitigat Aince their own weakkle9s,^Md 
^irtburning' that a creature -so ftlir' should 

share rn^the cotrttnon and-hcreditaiy^gnHt 
-atid itnpeif ectibri of bur ^njtture. '' She^ was 
-currently' febtitled the Lily^ of* Saint Eeb- 
'i4ardPs,^aiti4mewbi(ih siie^diesetvtedas'nittfeh 

by hei* guitelessr pmity of thought,* ^p6*ch, 
'And at?tion, as bylier iiricbratnbntevfeKritts 

efface dndpterson. 

Yet there were pointtiin Effie's chaWtttft 
^hich gave* tise' not tthlyto strange*doftbt 
*«rid anxiety on the part'of -Botrce^D*^ I 

Beafisi^faoserideaswerc! rigid^ afrinay eaiSty 

10 
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•be^fiupposed^ upon the sub^qti of yonti4*ul 
^AflMiMneBCs, 'but «veQ of serious ^^pr^bfiil- 
*«Q»)to .^r iiRore jodiilgpent /sirten !I!he 
i)diiil4ir£n ucif . the Scotch .of the ioferior 
-iriiaa»e&:AKi vsiially tepciiled hy^ the WTly, jn* 
rdillgeac^<o£thek.pasehts ; kaWf^wh^f^fov^p 
lancb tQ cWthai jdegree^i tbe livelyi »Ad: iii^f jQC- 
-tive iiAnia4JYe:;:of d>ejiamiable.99d,a(H^ai. 
•spliabed jatfthoress i^f ^•: Glenhupue"* * , |)as 
,4saired»(me .and aUfubire sctibbleffif the ijfQU- 
'iile.of recofdiiig. ' Effie hdd had A double 
.diarei^of thb^aoconi^deTate Ai[id.niisju4gfd 
^Jdndaesa. /Pveu.ihe jstrictn§s9 of h^r /a- 
Y therms ( {irjiicslples ^Quld.not ^oi^demnj^the 
i^orts of lili&Jicy; and. childhood iiAni to 
? jthe good i^ flwao^-jhis , younger ;^ai^^ter, 
f^the cbUddf .lusi(old#g«^spfiRied.a«teldfpr 
some yearsjaftetirfie, ^ttftip^d Jtbq year^ 
uvomiahboftd^;.YrA%»iiiil:§aU0di th^ «< bit j^Bsie** 
.iiwd ^^JittlecJBffie,"; Rttd(Mi^as. ip^ijjjyt|§di lo 



•.J>fjr^Pfea,betl]^ JHamfltop^pow i90Tpv-^,^or 
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the Sabbatbr ct at the times of family wor- 
ship. ,Her sister, with all the love and care 
of a mother^ could not be supposed to pos- 
sess the same authoritative influence, and 
that ^^ich she had hitherto exercised be- 
came grad pally limited and diminished as 
^Effie's adv^oiping years en|;itled her, in her 
own cpnoeit^ least, to the right of inde- 
pendence and free agency. With all the 
innocence and goodness of dispositioiii 
therefdfe, which we have described, the 
Lily of St Leonard's possessed a little fund 
of self-conceit and obstinacy, and some 
warmth and irritability of temper, partly 
natui^al perhaps, but certainly much in- 
creased, by the unrestrained freedom of her 
childhood. Her character will be best illus- 
trated by a cottage evening scene. 

The careful father was absent in his well- 
stocked byre, foddering those useful and 
patient animals on whose produce his living 
depended, the summer evening was begin- 
ning to close in, when Jeanie Deans began 
to be very anxious for the appearance of 
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her sister, and to fear that she would not 
reach home before their father returned 
from the labour of the evening, when it was 
his custom to have *< family exercise," and 
vrhen she knew that Effie's absence would 
give him the most serious displeasure* 
These apprehensions hung heavier upon her 
mind, because, for several preceding even* 
ings, EflSe had disappeared about the same 
time, and her stay, at first so brief as scarce 
to be noticed, had been gradually protract- 
ed to half an hour, and an hour, and on the 
present occasion had considerably exceed- 
ed even, this last limit. And now, Jeanie 
stood at the door, with her hand before her 
eyes to avoid the rays of the level sun, and 
looked alternately along the various tracks 
which led towards their dwelling, to see if 
she could descry the nymph-like form of 
her sister. There was a wall and a stile 
which separated the royal domain, or 
King's Park, as it is called, from the 
public road j to this pass she frequently 
directed her attention, when she saw two 
persons appear there somewhat suddenly^ 



as' if I3kky had valk6d<eldse-b); the sida of • 
the wall torseneentbemselv^'froBi pbser^ 
vatirni; Qne.of tbem^.si mani'dr^W: back 
hastily;: the 0tb€^^;.a«femal6i icrossed- the 
stile^i and' adrbnei^ < towatd^^ - ber-r*it was^ 
Effie;'^ Shemet ben fiister< with that affected^ 

afid semetimes' in* those above ity^lemales^ 
occaskmall)^ asiome to hidei^urf lis^imcaa* 
f isaion ; and ^hie^earoUed ^8<^he^cafi^w^ 

'^ The elfin knight sate on the brae^ 

"tfie broom grows bonnie^ the 'broom grows fidr ; 
Arid by there C£inie lilthig^ lady so'gayj 

AM'^^^tma^g^ dowti^t^the^lirdOBCiJiataaiair/' 

,.\ «« Whisht,, WS^^ said her. m^m\ ^ cMir 
father's cosQiiig out o' the; byce;" — ^ISie 
damsel stiBt€»d • io- h^t song^-fr-*' Whafre. hae 
yet been sae late at e'eur ?!' 

«* It'« lK)'lat6,vlass/ answ^peri Effia. 

^< It'aefasqppit eight ot) eyej^y-^^lodk q* the 
tomi, aod tbe^ sua's gaun down. sAiinL the 
Gof8toi|]^iiie hillsf'^^hasie 4;aa j^ liae Jbeeo< 
saelate?" 

<< Nae gatei? answei»d(£ffie* 
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<< And. wh^7 vms th^, pairted wi' you at, 

th#;Bt;iler 

*<^ N«ebi^jr,r replJe4.5ffie,onQe.,nMJr«;. 

^ Nae gate ? — Naebody ? — I wish itj»*y *> 
be a right gate, and a right body, that keeps 
folk out sae late at &'em:£ffie#''' 

^ What needs ye be aye speevingi then 
at folkr'^ retorted EfBe, -^ Tm fiure,4f ye'U 
ask nae questions, I'll t^l ye nae lees^ I 
nerer ask what brings the Laird of Dum- 
biedite*, glowering. here like a wull^c^t, 
(xwJy, his eetfft grower, and, po. sae. gleg,), 
dajr.after.iday, rtUlwenffi a!, like^tft fija^^nt. 
oiw-cbafit^ affi"' 

" Bec»u&0 ye .ken very. weel.Ue. Cpni€«9, t(^ 
see our father/ said. Jeftpie,,; i», a^jw^i tp^. 

this. pert rem^r)^. 
" Apd DQnpinie B^tler^ty-Dpes he^iQoiqi.^^ 

to see my fettier* that's saj?, taep.wi' hif h^ 

ti«/WWda?' sai4sG%9 delighted; to fiijd(, 

tbM» by c^rfying tljC; war iptQ the enefpy's 

couqtrjt.stie cojild divjert tfee, tbreatcjaed. 

attack- upfltii hftr^elf, and with, the petql?i.nce 

ol'yflwth. slpy?,p.ursued.ber. triufliph over hpr 
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with a sly air, in which there was sonflie- 
thing like irony, as she chaunted, in a low 
but marked tone^ a scrap of an old Scotcbr 
song— 

* 

" Througli the kkk-yard 

I met wi' &e Laird, 

The siUy puir body he said me Hue hatm ; 

But just ere 'twas dark 

I met wi' the derk"— • 

Here the songstress stopped, looked full 
at her sister, and, observing the tear gather 
in her eyes, she suddenly flung her arms 
round her neck, and kissed them away» 
Jeanie, though hurt and displeased, was 
unable to resist the caresses of this un« 
taught child of nature, whose good and 
evil seemed to flow rather from impulse 
than from reflection. But as she returned 
the sisterly kiss, in token of perfect recon- 
ciliation, she could not suppress the gentle 
reproof^— V* Effie, if ye will learn fule sangs, 
ye might make a kinder use of them.** 

« And so I might, Jeanie,'* continued the 
girl, clinging to her sister's neck ; •« and I 
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wish I had never learned ane o* them — and 
I wish we had never come here — and I wish 
my tongue had been blistered or I had vex- 
ed ye/' 

" Never mind that, Effie/* replied the af- 
fectionate sister ; *< I canna be miickle vex- 
ed wi' ony thing ye say to me — but O dinna 
vex our father T 

«« I will not— I will not,*' replied Effie ; 
<< and if there were as mony dances the 
morn's night as there are merry dancers in 
the north firmament on a frosty e'en, I 
winna budge an inch to gang near ane o' 
them." 

*^ Dance ?" echoed Jeanie Deans in asto« 
liishment ** O, EfiBe, what could take ye 
to a dance ?" ' 

It is very possible, that, in the com- 
municative mood into which the Lily of 
St Leonard's was now surprised, she might 
have given her sister her unreserved confi- 
dence, and saved me the pain of telling a 
melancholy tale; but at the moment the 
word dance was uttered, it reached the ear 



cf; old. Qnyiil Deatt^^ wh« biidr tiini0dr1;iici 

. ooroc^r of: the bouae^ afid .oaiae up(Hi< hit 

dauglkleM eie Uiey "were aware, of bis pre* 

sence. The word prelate, or even the mmd 

pope^ CG^ild.' hardly have {poduxi€d sa appal- 

Ui^'ail;;€lSi0t upoQt Daiviil's ^rij( ftpr* o£ i^ 

eMceJidsi. that loS daoeingi wbioh he tarQi*^ 

ed a voluntary and regular fife o« d«rtr«. 

tioIlK he^dtasied mwt xldstEuctii^ o^ sariaus 

thQughta,^. andc thfi i»adje«i' inkt to all sort 

o£ It£e»tioittiHMi; wd. be Acoau&teA tbe^ 

encouragif^ and evea piSRiitttingi aspesan 

bliea or «metiog9| wfaether among: thos^ of 

high or low degree, for this fantastic wA 

absurd: iMii^xisei.a£ f4ir tba£ of 4rafMtic re- 

px^sfiehtatioiis^ 39; one^ the most flagrant 

proofs of defection and , causes^ o£ wrs^b. 

The pnittDunciog of the woid dame by bis 

own daughters^ and 9t hib owii d«3r^. npw^ 

drove htm beyond the^ vergi^ jof patienc^v 

" Dance P her exelaimi^ " £Mce ?-»-« 

danc<v sahl yeii I dour yje> lii»mer&. that ye. 

are^ tO! iadn& sk a nsord; at my door-cb^eb, I 

It^aad!isaoluteprofan)6xiastim€».prftotJAed by 

the Israelites only at their base and brutal 
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^wp!r»Wp.pf,t|;^ft Qpldep Q^f at Pej^, ai?^ 

h^ oC Jphn the Bapti^t^ upq^ ^i^Hcj chap* 
t(^,I.wiU. ejierciAQ this, i^igl^t for. ywy f^i}. 
^Wf iq^riKstiPO,. wnce jr^ pepd, it ^e jottfi^We, 
iMtttMAgjdpiuI^tjng that; she h^s q^i^ to^n)^ 
1^^,4ay* If ng or thbtiix^^. th^t er|B;^e ai44 
tt^ s]l),QO^ ^ liinl? oq sic an e^and. Bett^ 
%.bfrto I^J^fi^hiapa bom a cripplp, ai»4 car^ 
r4fi4. ftae dQ«r t^. dppr, lil^J a^ld B^ssi^. 

d^|!gj»ter* JddMng apd^UngijQg^ the gate shp 
di^. 1 hAp oft«i^ wpadered that, pn^r an^ 

t^a^,esftT,b<pjJi a^k^e9,fpr the right pujpos^ 
f bould ever daur to crook a hough to fyk^ 

a«^.fliog at piper's, yind and fiddlei-'s gqupal- 
ii|g. 4j9.4» I bk?3 Gpd,, (with that siogulaj 
wpj;tby,^ J?et«r. Walker th?, pjipHinai} at Bris? 

tp-,J?p,rt,)^ %\i^. ordered ngy lot in my dan^ 

fiUlS: ^l?^^ 59 thgt. fear of njy he^d^wd 
thf^Pftt,.d^?.d Pf blopdy rppeand swift bul^ 
ISfcn f,l?4 tiyfsnch^At.siyords a.nd p»in of boo6| 
and thaa)kifl3>.Cii..md aiad bunker, wetness 
and we^rinqss, stppp^d the lightness of jyjy 
b^^, apd t^.C: w^tpnnes4. of, my feet. 
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And noW| if I hear ye, quean lassies^ sae 
muckle as name dancing, or think thercfs 
sic a thing in this warld as flinging to fid- 
dler's sounds and piper'^ springs, as sure as 
my father's spirit is with the just, ye shdl 
be no more either charge or concern of 
mine ! Gang in, then — ^gang in, then, hin- 
hies," he added, in a softer tone, for Hie 
tears of both daughters, but especialty those 
of Effie, began to flow very &st, — " Gang 
in, dears, and we'll seek grace to preserve 
us frae all manner of profane foUy, whilk 
causeth to sin, and promoteth the kingdom 
of darkness, warring with the kingdom of 
light." 

The objurgation of David Deans, how- 
ever well meant, was unhappily timed. It 
created a division of feelings in Effie'sbosom^ 
and deterred her from her intended confi- 
dence in her sister* ^* She wad baud me 
nae better than the dirt below her feet," 
said Effie to herself, ** were I to confess 
I hae danced wi' him four times on the 
green down bye, and ance at Maggie- Mac- 
queen's ; and she'll maybe hing it ower tsy 
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head that sheMl tell my father, and then 
she wad be mistress and main But PIl no 
gang back there again. Vm resolved PU 
no gang back. TU lay in a leaf of my Bible^ 
and that's very near as if I had made an aith, 
tiiat I winna gang back." And she kept her 
vow for a week, during which she was un- 
usnally cross and fretful, blemishes which 
had never before been observed in her tem- 
per, except during a moment of contradict 
tion. ' 

There was something in all this so my steri. 
ous as considerably to alarm the prudent and 
affectionate Jeanie, the more so as she judged 
it unkind to her sister to mention to their 
father grounds of anxiety which might arise 
from her own imagination. Besides, her 
respect for the good old man did not pre- 
vent her from being aware that he was both 
hot-tempered and positive^ and she some- 
times suspected that he carried his dislike 
fo youthful anausements beyond the verge 
that religion and reason demanded. Jeanie 
had sense enough to see that a sudden and 



%lSAi TAim 9fmr la«olo)u>» 



4«¥ere'cuj:b upoA biHr sUler's ^thei^ uqti 
imttwe^ freedom might bax^hc^ pi^Qdai^^ 
ts^ve oC bajroi thap gooil^ and that; £$e, in. 
the heindpteong wiiWaew of youth, w^ii 
^€}y to make what niigbt^ be oyc^tmn^ 

in hen i9(thei'i9 pF^cqgjtQjW €*qiis^tabera^ 
%. i^lf^ng thcoi aMog€[U^«F« I« tbi^ 
Ugh^X c^m a d^rmet^ how^vfi? gid^>, i% 
stiU uadeir tbft 4QmiQ)99 o^ otiguajt^, and; 
suKJ^^fc ti>. the sfHMPittswaQ ofoiaiiui^ and 
chaperones ; but the country girl, mf^Or 

sp^hfSi bcir mpm^nt. o£ g^A^Jty diurips ^e 
int^r^ala of labour^ is uiulfir ao suph gtyM:^ 
diaxK!9hip ot re^tr^AiK^^ and her amusefia^t 
becop)^ $Q iQucb; th<¥ moi^. haz^qua* 
Jeapie, $f^w all thia uiijth mudi d^t^re^ of 
xnind^ whea a circ^wstance oQci^rred. whi^h 
ap{]^ared calqalbjted to reljii^ve her an^aetj^^ 
Mrs 3jtd4^tree, with whooi our r^d^ta 
ba^e already been ^$^ acquainted, chap^ 
ced tabci a distant relatipa of Douce Di^vi4 
Dean^^ and a^ she w^ sk woman c^di^rly j^ 
ber> life and cony^raationy a^df vxpreovisfk 
of g90d substai^j^, a spf t of af^qu^ipSgij^^, 
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«uus. £bimAUy kept up betireen* thei familie* 
Now^ . this cardul dame, about a year and 
a hal£ b^tore aw story commence cbanr 
csd to. need hi the line of her pycoff^saiona 
better sort t of servantr or ratl>er sboprwo- 
nsao^ ^< Mc $addletree»" she. said^, <* waft 
«jB;:Tiei:^ in, the shop, when he^ could get, biA 
iiQ»^ withiuk the> Parliament Hau3ef and it 
was an awkwacd thing for a watnan-body 
to he standing anioog: bundlea a' barkened, 
leather her lane* selUog saddles o^nd brjdles:;^ 
and she had cast her eyes:upan her &r awa! 
i^ouflin £IBe D^ansi aa^ust the very sort of 
lasaie she would want tp.Hee^ her in coun. 
tenanee^ on sueh occa^ippff!' 

In tliia proposal there, was. njuqh that 
pleased old.David,r*.there was bed, board, 
and boui) teth-r-it ; wa* a* de^Qeo t sijtuation — 
the lassie would be under Mrs Saddletree's 
ey^, who hadan upright, waJkf and lived 
close by the Tolbooth Kirk,, iawhieh might 
still, be heard the coniffcrfcing. dpetrines of 
one of those few ministers of the Kirk of 
Scotland, who had not bewt th?l i<Aefe wtp 






S56 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

Baal, according to David's expression, or 
become accessary to the course of national 
defections,-^union, toleration, patronages, 
and a bundle of prelatical Erastian oaths 
which had been imposed on the church 
since the Revolution, and particularly in 
the reign of " the late woman," (as he called 
Queen Anne), the last of that unhappy 
race of Stuarts* In the good man's securi- 
ty concerning the soundness of the theolo- 
gical doctrine which his daughter was to 
hear, he was nothing disturbed on account 
of the snares of a different kind, to which 
a creature so beautiful, young, and wilful, 
might be exposed in the centre of a popu- 
lous and corrupted city. The fact is, that 
he thought with so much horror on all 
approaches to irregularities of the nature 
most to be dreaded in such cases, that he 
would as soon have suspected and guarded 
against £ffie's being induced to become 
guilty of the crime of murder. He only 
regretted that she should live under the 
same roof with such a worldly-wise man as 



IT 
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Bartholine Saddletree, whom David never 
suspected of being an ass, but considered 
as endowed with all the legal knowledge 
to which he made pretension, and only 
liked him the worse for possessing it. The 
lawyers, especially those amongst them 
who sate as ruling elders in the General 
Assembly of the Kirk, had been forward in 
promoting the measures of patronage, of 
the abjuration oath, and others, which, in 
the. opinion of David Deans, were a break- 
ing down of the carved work of the sanc- 
tuary, and an intrusion upon the liberties 
of the kirk. Upon the dangers of listening 
to the doctrines of a legalized formalist, 
such as Saddletree, David gave his daugh- 
ter many lectures j so much so, that he had 
time to touch but slightly on the dangers 
of chambering, company-keeping, and pro- 
miscuous dancing,' to which, at her time of 
life, most people would have thought Effie 
more exposed, than to the risk of theoreti- 
cal error in her religious faith. 
Jeanie parted with her sister, with a mix- 



ed feeling p£\ regret, and app? eb^usidp, aa4r 
hope^ S^ coi|ild not be so qoQj^dent coix-. 
cermpg. £ffie> jvudeoce. as.:h^r fatUer, fot 
she had obseirvedche.r more narrowly^ had. 
more syppatby-with be r feelipgs^aod could' 
better estimate they temptations, to which 
she wfl3^exposed. OQ.theiO(thjerhand» Mra 
Saddtetreei waa an obsemDg,.9hr^w<^ notsg 
Ue womaiw entitled to exercise oyer. JSffie, 
the full aulhority c^. a miabce^s^t, aQd; likelyi 
to ;do so strictlyp 7et ; with . kindnes^f Het 
tejsuaval ita iSladdtetree^^si, it wa9 wp$t.{i^ob9r. 
ble^ wciiildalsa^eirve tp. break, ofilsome. Idle 
aQquamtance^^ which JeaoieTSuspeeted her 
sister, to have, formed iq, the Beighbouring 
suburb* Upon the whole, then, alie view- 
ed her removal from Saint Leonaid'3 with 
pleasure, a^d. it was. not. until the veiy. 
o^meDt of ti^r parting for the first, time 
ii^ tb^r U^es,. that she Mt thefu}! focce. of 
sisterly sorrow., WhiJle, they repeatedly 
ki/s^ed.each ojth;er!s aheek$,, ^nd wrung each, 
other's hands^ Js^qii^tQojk that moment ot 

%ffsiei^r»t^ s^w^thyj,^ to jfresst upp» ber 



mtetthe necessity of the utmost cauttoo in 
her « conduct' while* residing; in Edinburgh* 
Effin lis^oedf without once: raising her. 
h^fg^ dark eye-lashes^ froosf which .the drops ^ 
fell sa fast' as almost to resemble a fouun 
tam;- At thecoackLsion-she 8ol>b<)d.agaiQ^. 
kiBsed^ bert sistei^ aBd{uromised.t0.recolIect> 
all; the gpod couoseUbe had gkea her^.and 
thej^ fiarted^ 

Xhe.fiFst weekoi^ trno^ Effie. was all that, 
ber kinswoman; expeetedr a^d, even<more. 
But%ith time there came a. relaxation of: 
thsA ieady zeal which she n^lnifestedia Mrs 
Saddletree's services To borrow once^gaiUf 
from the poet,, who so oorrectljr and beau?. 
tilUlly describes liring manners.-^- r 

*' Something there was^ what, none presumed to Bay,-** 
Clouds lightly passing on a summer*s day ; 
Wbispers vai hintet, yrhichr went from' ear to emp 
Almd^n^xed ceponts no judge on ^eartb jcould dear^'* 

QurJng this, interval, Mrs Saddletree waa 
sometimes, displeased, by EflSle's liogeriiog^ 
when. she. was. sent upon errimda about tb^ 
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shop business, and sometimes by a little 
degree of impatience which she manifested 
at being rebuked on such occasions. But 
she good-naturedly allowed, that the first 
was very natural to a girl to whom every 
thing in Edinburgh was new, and the other 
was only the petulance of a spoiled child, 
when subjected to the yoke of domestic 
discipline for the first time. Attention and 
submission could not be learned at once-— 
Holy- Rood was not built in a day — use 
would make perfect. 

It seemed as if the considerate old lady 
had presaged truly. Ere many months 
Jiatd passed, Effie became almost wedded 
to her duties, though she no logger. di&> 
charged them with the laughing cheek and 
light step, which at first had attracted every 
customer.' Her fRUstress sometimes obser- 
ved her in teiars^ but they were signs of 
secret sorrow, which she concealed as of- 
ten as alto saw them attract notice. Time 
wore oOi^her cheek grew ps()e^ and her step 
heavy. The causq of these ch9i;iges could 
not have escaped the matronly eye <rf M. =• 
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Saddletree^ but she was chiefly confined by 
indisposition to her bed-room for several 
months daring the latter part of £ffie*s ser- 
vice. This interval was marked by symp- 
toms of anguish almost amounting to des- 
pair. The utmost dfibrts of the poor girl 
to commaind her fits of hystetical agony 
were often totally Unavailing, and the mis- 
takes which she made in the shop the while 
were to humefous lind so provoldng^ that 
Batthdine'Saddletree, who^ during his wife's 
illness, was obliged to take closer chaise of 
tfab buaiiness than consisted with his study 
of the weightier matters Of the law, lost all 
patience with the girl, who, in his law La- 
tin, and without much respect to gender, 
he declared ought to be cognosced by in- 
quest of a jury, Bi&fatuuSyJwrimuSy and no- 
tur(diter idiota. Neighbours, also, and fel- 
'low-servants, remarked, with malicious cu- 
riosity or degrading pity, the disfigured 
shape, ^ loose dress, and' pale cheeks of the 
once beautiful and still interesting girL 

But to no one wov&ld she grant her conjfi- 

6 
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deAce^^answcf^ing ^l tamtsi witbWtteiMtu^ 
'easm/aia^' all serious expostrialooEiiadtb bqI- 
ieff i^enial,^or With |[ood»<)f^4eafs. 

^(At lengtbi iViien M^rs/Safldletpee's Kfio- 

. ^ery 'wad*fikdy-to:<p€ri»it ^her uni^iileduat- 

"telltien' t& the regcilattoft <if iberjbausebM, 

**£fBe'DedDs,'«$ if)«»^lliog torAieeci&n in- 

^estigatimi > i&ade ' 4)y the < mitbocity cof i Iner 

mistress^ a^kekl permicKMoo of Bactbolaae.jbo 

go' home^ for ^a we6k<'Ortia«o^jassigQiQgtiA- 

"dispositioii^nndtbe tWish:/<^C trpngtljttsibe- 

'H^t of rdpod^an^ the dhBDge;o£n]:^:aa.4he 

'Piotives^ of ber i'equest. ■> ^SbaifM jed a&ja 

' lynx (or conoemn^ hiniBelf to b&so)^m tbe 

*-liice'§barp quillita ofilpgalJdiBciisaion^iBar- 

(th€Sioe'^as>4i$ dull at dirawixtg^ ifrferefiMS 

^£1*001 the oecurreoces of cnmmoofMfejas mf 

fered^iMIe to dopair^ ^thoiil>ttiK^Aiapi- 
~ dot), and without any eiK^uiry. 

^It'Was fltflerviMids lS>und;tbiit ^ 
'3a^woek^iiiterveiiQdifaeti9nt her lez\mg:kfit 
•tin«stei?%-himse and arridi^iatj&dnl £«o- 
-<im!d*9.': She; wade bar^ appearances bfifive 
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irer sister in a^state^ ratlier resembling the 
spectre than the Uving' siibMMce of the 
^acy'arnd beafdttfutgirVwfao'haid left her fa- 
*ther's Cbttage for Ifce "first titnewarce-^e- 
'vetiteenmonthg before. The lingering SU- 
me^s df ber tnistress had, for the^ last few 
'fliotlths, given beraplea for' eoilfininglieN 
delf entirely to^thedttsky'prcc*»ets of the 
"^ jihop in the Lawn2Mai4cet» '^kiird^Jeanie was 
iio tnacb occtrpied,* 'during tbe^ sftme period^ - 
with the concerns tif her fiit^ter'^lioiMeholdy 
that she had raarelyfbttnd- leisure fof -a walk 
Attta the city, aiid a hrief and^hdrrifed^visit 
to her sister. The young ' womcto, there- 
^fiwe, had scarcely^een-cacho^her for seve- 
ral 'months, nor had a single ^sLnAsAons 
mrf tnise" reachcid' the^ c«rs- 6f^ the sefcliidcd * 
inhabitants of the cottage at^^t Leoaafii^s. 
Jeanie, therefore, l^rrSfiedF'to^death'at her 
dister^s appearance, ' at ^first eter#hMmed 
brer t^ith enquiries, ' to -^whiich the- unfeWu- 
nate yoking woman- tetnmed'for a iime'iii- 
cbhetent arid raiiiMiiig-anfSwer^i sind fi«i4fiy 
f^l iiito ijbytteritJaFfit ^^RewdeWd^tbot^oer- 
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tain of h^r #it€r*s m]«foitaQe» Jfefliw liad 
now the dreadful altemakivf^oftcomsiu- 
nicatlng hei^ ri|m4o^lker Jkii^er^i^mmi m- 
. deaj!i/:ouripg tp ? conceai it fpom^ bioui To 
all qu^istjiom concerqiBg thetntaie-^r jcaak 
of her ge0ticer».*and the fateof.theJtieiQg to 
.wbom hei f^U had given birth, Effie re- 
rmained qiate w> tbe gsave» cito^ ^hic^ she 
aec^^ied. thast^i^:} and^iode^ tbe feast 
allu^iqn to eitlier fu^^med to ddve lier to 
distraction. Her mi^fj m d«til^$s and in 
deqp^iri was about to i^ak to Mr8> Saddle- 
tree to consult her ex^rieoce^ aild at^ibe 
same time to obtain whatiiglits she cmdd 
yppn this most unhapfi^ Hffiiii^ Jwh«it^ 
,w# saved tha^ pains b^ a rnew«afer<^9i^ 
Jatet which seeaied t0^ carry mlsfortiiae to 
the uttermost. - ni ., - ^-i^^^-^ ^ 't- 
;, IX^i)^id.De^s,h^,bif^ iHs^O^Bii At 
.state of b^lth in ,^hi<^^,his daughter; iee- 
turned to her.^t;e]r|||d je^ene^^i^ufiilcs- 
.ii^e had coiitrii(efl to .^iy^ him fmnpiniiili 
icular aijd spiffilf mm^:^^^ ft^waa#«*Wte- 
fore, like a clap of^hunder to ttm p«or dd 
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mbn, when, just as the hour of noon had 
brought the visit of the Laird df Dumbie- 
dikes ^ usualy other and sterner, as well 
as mo^t ttnelcpected guests, arrived 2A the 
cottage df St Leonard's. These were the 
officers of justice, with a warrant of justici** 
ary to search for and apprehend Euphecnia^ 
or^flSe, Deans, accused of the crime df child* 
murther. The stunning Weight of a blow so 
t6ta!Iy unexpected hote doWn the old man, 
y^ho had in his early youlth resisted the 
brow of military and civil tyranny, though 
backed with swords and guns, tortbres and 
^ibbe<^ He fell extended and sehseless 
tl|>on his own hearth ; and tiie nien, happy 
tcx escape from the scene of his awakenings 
raised, with rude humstnity, the object of 
their warrant from her bed, and placed her 
111 a coach, which they had brought with 
them. The hasty remedies which Jeanie 
.ijiad applied to bring back her father's 
u ^eMes were scai^ce begiin to operate, when 
^be noise *<^ the wheels in motioti recalled 



liet atteAtioato ^er miserable sotoB. .iQTa 
run: shn^ekit^^afta the caniagSi was - the 
first vain eShtt of her ^Ustraction, , but she 
^a» fttqpptd bjr one or two. female neigh- ^ 
bours^assembted, by the estraoidinary ap^ i 
pearance of a coach in that sequestered . 
plaee» wbo^^moit forced her back to her 
father^ liouse;^' The'deepmid sympathe^ .^ 
affitctieti oft' these poor people^ by whom^^ 
the tittle* family at Saint Leonard's were> 
heM in higlk r^s^d, filled the house with 
laastetatkttu Even Dmabiedikes waa mow 
^^ firom :im wonted apathy^ and^ groping ^ 
fpr his purse as he spoke^^ qaqiilaled^i 
M Jieanie w6man«-**Jeante womali i v4iima> 
greet*^t'a sad wark: butsfller will help it;'*^ 
aDd>^hB'drew out his fmsit as he apoke* 
. The ^ man had now raised MmMdif 
fimn the ground, and, took^ng about^ hum 
aa if he missed somethkigv aemned gra^usiki 
ly toirecover ihe sense ^f his^ wrefcchednew^ 
*^ Where,'' he said, with a voice that mrnkm 
1jieit)6f ring^ «« where is the vile^hafki^ lint? 
has disgfaosd thebkod of an faone^^iEiMil-^ 
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Where k she, that hu 110 placQ«iitoBg!ai% 
bttibas came. foul with b«r nut^jtike the - 
£yj^ Oee, ,a9aaog thechildreQrof^rod?-**** 
Wh^e » is ^ she^. Jeaoie ?*-^JBri9g fatv be£ice ^ 
mc^; that I ma^ hill her with a mo»di.smi a 

look.'? ; 

All hastened < around iiin withrthtfic ap^ 
propiriatG raureeaof ca&»tatioiu-— die X«aiiil 
ynthr, bis purser Jeanie iprith bomt ftatbets 
aod^troBg waters^ and th« wNiien #ttb v 
thdi^ eshortationst ** O. neigbbour-^O, 
MrJDfflas» it'&a saur trials doubt2es&-.¥b«t* 
timi^oi the J^rodc of Ages, iteigbbour->^ 
tbfiok af the pfoqiise f' • 

..«« And U» think of it^ neij^UboimH^d^^ 
i Jbles9.God that I can: tfabik ofii^ evenia^ 
the maolf ra«d ^i&io&a' thtJ^ Q9earest:'afid- 
dtanafctto aaiH-Bok to be < the fitther of a 
auluvuwayrHBk pfoflKgater-ra bloctdy aStp^ 
nttliln44|le]3eilnur(|el»aal'rN0^^^ the 

ivkked. exult in the Ju(^ {daces of ^ tfaebr 
wkkednesa !*-^tbe.{Hr^tist% and the latitu^ 
dinarjam, > and, the hand* waled tXHisdecien^; 
whoaaJiaiidftcAteiiaKd »JMirii;jri^hM«g. 
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tlve shoghter'Weapoas— they mil push oi^ 
tbe lip,' and sa^ that' we are 
tbemselTes. Sair, sur I am,g 
baurs, for the^pi>or castrawa^ 
t>£ mine o*n olU age— liut 
stumbling-block and^scan<^a 
ill tender and hbriest^uts r* T :" „ .; . 
!" pavi$^wiona .siiler do't ?" iDs^puat^d 
the ha-iid, still Moflbnng Tils^^b pv^f^ 
whicfe'was'fiiltbf'gumeas./^" " ^',' 

'/•" I' t^lKye, Dumbfedikes," said.|^ffls. 
^ihat iflellin^'dWh toy haill sut^tann 
cbttld hac ^ved b^Trae '{His black Sbjo^ 
I wad tiae walked out wi naethiftg bu|;iny 
Ixtnnet and my staff to beg an awmous i^or 
God's sake* and ca'd oiysdl an b:^py man 
— rBut. if a d<^ar, or a plack, or the niiie- 
teenth part of a boddle, wad stive her open 
gaiit and. open slraroe fnie open punish- 
, ment, that purchase wad David Deans ne- 
ver make !— Na, na — an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, life for life, blood fen* 
blood— it's tlie law of man and it's the law 
«f God.-<-I^ave me, sirs— leave me^t 
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maun warstle wi this trml m privacy, and 
?.r lirA'^ n'^^^'-jj-'^ '-^ .••'^■i'- v;j> f^ni* /r. . 
on myknees.** / . ^ .;, 

iv^anifi, noW m some degree restored to 
li^ power of tflought^^o^i^ed in^ the sam^ 
request iThe next day found. the f^cither 
and daughter still in the depth of afflittion^ 
but the father steriily supporting hi^Joad 

of ill through, a prouo sense of .rehgiQUS 

^^?:wq v^-; ,if -.jT '^-^ .-r- \*' tp ^^> V.^ . ' 
Quty9^and the daughter anxiously suppress* 



- jt^ , ."*».••. ^-. 1 



ing her pwn feelings to' avoid again> a,v&- 
mg his.. Thus was it with the at^lc^d 



famny until the morning ^fter Foi^t^ou^s 
Aeath, a period at which we are qow iir* 
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CHAPTER X. 



r •■ 



' Isiil ttie counsel 'that We:two have sbarcdy 
The sisters' vows, the hours that.wfrliavis sip^pc ^ 
WheD;wehfi«e«Ud^ehasty«>rootod tip^.. ^J/ 
For partiojg us-^Oh t and is all forgot ? ^ 

m 

Vfz bave htth i hmg irMl^ in cdriftikfhg 
Butler tb tire door t)f the cotSagfe i/lffliKnt 
Leat>ard's ; -yet tHfe spite whfeli- W fehre 
occupied in the preceding narrative -Hfl^es 
not exceed in length that whicK he actiiflly 
spent on Salisbury Crags \\p6ti the %io!^ihg 
which succeeded thb^eketutfon^bfi^ lipoa 
Porteiiui by fh6 tioters. For tlii^'ti^kj^'he 
had his own motives. He wishfell tb c6Kect 
his thoughts, strangely agitated "^as^ they 
were, first by the melancholy news of Bffie 
Deans*s situation, and aftetwards by*4he 
frightful scene which he ha^ witnessed^ In 
the situation aha t4 wtiich he stood with 
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respect to Jeanie and her father, some cere- 
mony, at least some choice of fitting time 
and season, was necessary to wait upon 
them. Eight in the morning was then the 
ordinary hour for breakfast, and he resol- 
ved that it should arrive before he made 
his appearance in their cottage. ^ ^ . 

Never did hours pass so heavily. Butler 
• shifted iis.jilac?, and enlarged* hist circle to 
while away the time, and heard the huge 
beil of St Gile^s toll each successi\*e hour in 
-swelling tones, which were instantly attest^ 
; :^d by those of the other steeples in succes- 
. 3ion. He had heard seveb struck in this ms^n- 
,- nety when he began to think he might ven- 
^; tMXC taapproach nearer to St Leonard's^ from 
, which he was still a mile distant. Accqrd- 
. dngly he descended from his lofty station as 
: low as the'bottqm of the valley which di- 
vides Salisbury Crags from those small rocks 
. 'Which take their name from Saint Leon^i'd. 
'It ii^ as many of my readers may know, a 
deep, wild, grassy valley, scattered with 
hvtge rocks and fragments which have de* 
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sceniied fitojxi i3k gUflkaQd itoBpiiaBceiilatoi 
tfaeesst^v ]. /^M?.d or ^#1 .. ijjuorijr ^^ant ^'iB 

l^ocesuof /thcd^ip^a ^ft8CBrag0^^''tiie;fiiiq|te 
Faikr trjtsi;: «boiit>d]as4iBi|e,i«^ii >the iesprt 
of the gaUontfr bfitheitime who Iuid«fikinwf^ 

wew tfai»itv.eiy GBmmdn ih Bebdiiu^^tiMet 

and addicted to intemperance, so thi|tithQCO^ 

t€P «ewnt 1^ when gtoa^ > af dxthttiimoatU 
wliicbnQ^fl» j^ iifjover^t ImiUafiistoX^ca^J^ 

of fiVQb dificpenpesb: WiiaB^c|s|t]tifim^£iit^ 
l^r ct^^tved^a 3j^ua|(jfiiini/^ Auikkigifli^^ 
reiitIjF;>^i^aid i^ottw^atkib^a«AoiB|(Ic4t^ 

footpath, he was D»yMiJt]pi&^'Ji» imipptMi 
tt)a<>lie4idd sbu|^btifbii(lm«ly«{tovb|fdAM8at 
eVlP^nkiod; V Be vwil «o' sCMAngl/ 'ifiy r ifl cMl ' 

v^l;%i^^ti^i])^vluth«tii|fdiil|^bi«49#li<dii^ 
fiieiil^^iDd^ifae J«aiildvdf^(«NKi6ldiii|i it» 
Ms «^cK«if liiktjr^a^tt cfetJ^i^lIBi^ |ail( tlir 
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IidcNmi9n(4raife speakiiii; Jdd hiau Time 
are times, thought he to himself, wfaexi tke 
iiitarfeiei^D ifaapm'm(t>^a gieat 
t)&fijwiienT#>«iwd *sppkaiii^ season 

ei&m4Ax^ Sftr my, owu/gijeft^ .be rtbi^ as 
fiMir:aiE^aIiihatl feeL tfaeiK> t|ie vltghtec^. if 
1^4i^¥|9ffa^apKiio|;^fhini tiie ftorngMtiom^ 

t)tcioonfIi9Afybfat^dr}'iMi4 (sdvamiiedaia^irer 
.ttie3«lQ^(h«ljht4. in^^oed. Thencisto at 
ftniaSis^ctoft iodl toiissettiiimrd^ilie hill, ia 
oadfi-^^li^i^fiptaM?/ ta. ftmdihim ; .Jbut 

Ma 
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to lAdicirt^ ^hfe rank wich «ertaiirty» ^Rm^^ ^ 

>pras sudi tt young geiitletiietf MneCiMes 

wore while on act^e exerciw ii^^^effMiii- 

'ing, and- which, therefore, was hmtated l^ 

' thos^ of ^he in^ior rankisr «» young cfa^cks 

atid'^Ta^^niM, 'h^M§t itt 'chfeapntsa f«n- 

' der^d '* it a«taiiiablQ wKtte 4t apptotdied 

more iitiaMy ' fd '-fbe' appki«l ' of 5:o«lh)i >cf 

fashion lihan any other wtiitilr t&e irtan Bt ra 

of the fiibeif ^mAtteA - i^eiii to <t^r. If 

hid aif and mutkmt^imiA btt^tHMUU, l^Mr- 

ever, this perscm seemM rather to blttbw». 

' «d finfl^r tlian^^tov6lii«triMV;'4brHill) ear- 

\^iago*\fttii h^*attd'9dtas«#lA««i]^feifiotit, 

hb step eaqr and freri^^k^lMlftibnek^-Asiftag 

a[i&^imm^6fiAii^i l^'im&temi llf the 

jtakldle lAeei <ur father abo^ai/fiiNiiiAs 

' «^l^)I«pdrffiN&^;'ytt^%Ot iO'Mronljg asto 

ini<» thtf 4«pAAcht^clllttt»tfte9^ mW4^ 

tures were uncomnKiniy handrame, luid^all 

about iUmwe«Mliate^bi^i«teiwAifg and 

preposiaiAfti^,' trnt^lbr thiMf^AideilcMteUe 

expression which hiObiiMfritdisCllKEUotr^^ 

to th« «c||iti«si^llei '^fied 'v^itli if certain 



amla^y in wl<tttmd manner, of thftt kind . 
^^iph»0)l«k aHm MMmed w « orask for <;oii. 

r . Butikur aod the etranger mist-^-^urveyed 
^each o ti i er >riip fa en» as tbe latt^n «Ughtly 
^ttacl^g his twt, wat.«b<)at tp'^mss ^y hitn, ^ 
Bdiblw, white he retuMed- the t|ala|ation» 
vbbsemed,. f< tA«fiiie mdmtiig» «ir*-*Y(m -are 

r 

* i 'idi have bustQeiia ^ere/^ sajii the joiing 
'^^wiiVlo^ toon tiieaiM; ior rqpreis fucthei? en- 

;g> ^r'J 'do:B0t ^libt.itt sir/' swd Butler. 
.-,rf*Ji iTOqlyw wljBr forgive my lining that 

;• *rt J8iV-»id ihe^Othia^i Wilb naarked sur- 
,.rf|jbe»(** Irfi0*eftforgt¥« impetttneiice, Bor 
» , ^ oup J[iawcetv9^ iKhut title yeu have to. hppe 

r 

.i.*^l*Wog . tlwMtf :wba« DO* wfiy eoneerns 
vf,' vf; J H«i>4is«Jd«r^ sir,"^ said' Butter,. ^V-and 
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t. ' ^ f 



^A widief ?'^;8^(i the ywpgpmaui step* 



£MW>yM •0OkGdie>.iioibmM«tt 4ip<MiiyaBil^ 

rant are of thi» wprjd— I ani' a preacBesoBC 

MQi(e;'t»"c4|afbi&iid:ithft'd|p(|Kse opon jpiuliit 
afi^|p«0(| «ttl^]ttfwi||i^ ^^ w&ic^JWM fieti 

t^^Mf IK : ^ ii^iio>#(ihe^|e6tleBiciigof yam 
elotb in Scotland ckdna a- straqge rigiMiflC 

i«tetiftlecM)Ji)g^tbi^eitVK'^«ate(f«d&ir^ 

'f^ SH^JT Jt W MptttM avjr^of df^NclMli^ 
o#i 16 might b(i>me#e iie@ettii^iifiii^i^l49> 
catlii%i'^te»fere'^tM]iJefl4t (li|yi«i»iiffiiki(^ 

or for worse motives, yoa ctofmfit hmitf 

2 



«itt <ifiini«s«ffyr aa^ iHiiii(ftcioil» asJUam «f » 

me for, or what e^ii^^^9lliP9mi^(ii^:tmi 
b«iis>ip%isc^ a)dlfrltfg$i"to$^iiH,ori!mtb 

are. about, which 1a;^ti(ji;iWa^i^<ll^^' 
i^l|»tfdij3»i^i»ii%>9ili 9»i«irQ)daf^^^ 
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wkat difltiiri)ed n^oeiit* • ••" * •» •» -r* ' 

^*^ Tiion shflte do Ao uwrnast^'' ^saiA Bvl- 
*l€r» with a deep and sal^mti vaietel. ^ 

The yottiigimiD sriiiHily stefil^?flf^ 

edK^onwderaMy appalkri. 'BiitlfPfefceiMd 

he hfad made a favouriible iinpreMi<m^ , wd 

resolved to foUew 4t uf». ^^' Thiftky'' ^e 

-Mid, *^ yoaog maot" laying bM kandilcmd* 

'flrnCill tOiteriiatf^e you' ydimtariJif lOfcliMr^ 
yottradftto^kittor^behm^d. ThiAic^bat 
a is, ^6^ii^*uficidl€d into th« preiteBQe.taf 
aa toffended Deity, yo«ir hei^t-fesiaeflkti^ 
with evil pasaioos, ycmf hand 1^ fton^he 
^tteel you hibd been urgiDg^ m^ yottf/bost 
'difitt ^utd f&alioe, agaipst. ^le brefufr^t^a 
JkAmm-ctet^fe. Ori suj^oae j#iimelCfDpe 
'tea^celeaa^wfetched snrviviDf^.^tilli^ kho^i^H 
^tf Gaatit the ^rst mu^leren in ymt henit, 
wilbMs srt»npup$>B your^^r^Wi^^flt'Steai^^ 
^wbtch atrMk-^all wha^a^ed eyK|.li2«i':it|i^ 
unntteKahl&.hocror^ pud by< which riliein^* 
derer is made manifest U^ all; j|r|ft look 
upon him. ^hink— — '' 



n 
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Tliti ^flVrafigdr grudoallfivttbArew himself 
from tinder the Imnd i»f bt9 monitor ; and^ 
:^lIlrig'fa»'^llM dvcr *iis *br(y«rs, thus' iwtcr- 
rupted Mm. ;** Ytmr meaning, sir, I dare 
«Aiy, is^xc^Mrati imty»tt' ate throwing your 
advice aiwary. I am not in nMs plaoe with 
violent fntentiond agaiast any one^ i may 
%e bad'eifou^h'-^ouf prie^* liay all mefftre 
90^biit lam' here for die ]^i-pose*of sAvhtig 
Mffe, not of taKiiglt away; If yon trirti to 
*st)endyocft'*lStfie rather in-dding a-gdodiM^- 
^^^ ^ia^in iaUdng^^bout ym kM^^tmt 
^«, I will giv^ yo^ aft tipportttnily. Do 
fdii seeydrWler crag to the rf^ttt, ot^erwMch 
tt|>pe^f6 tH chimney of a loneh^siB^ -^©o 
^^^thcf, eoqmKa^«t)ne»Jeaiiife Detns^, ^ 
' dlm^htet of ih< gb^mMi l6t'li«r laiew 
^^at ite she i^rtte of ifem«f«»>teft*«^ 
tf^AreSk till this houn 4»{«»(Jliiig>'l*#»e 
^her,' atid that he can abide no 4*nger. ^1 
her, fte i»*«< mteeft me at^ the" -Ife^tei's 
^Bog td^to^ht, ad the nWw>tt rises, 'bdkfeid St 
.Anthony's^ Hill, orthat Aewillo«*e^^i«^' 
' pirate man of me*'^ •'■'■'' ' 



hf^i9«F ilNAi»f ««»9fmiK«M0|j(ftMi»iiitfit^^ 
. ed than those of his age and e^^f/^ggffM&at 

hyb«0M^o«.--i«'!i^9<li^Ub^%fi4f^^ 
Abaddoo, ^(fe^|^%||||«^-a^fi|^(|^(^hill»& 

than ia mine 9||g|i5"9<:f(jiJ +|. 19 jafiraiooi i'aa .$<iJ 

tern^aaof.self-upbraidiog* and a eontpr^Mfjk;. 
of visage absolutely denKnuacidl. BaUer». 



Mit Ol^ siiillAiki^»WllUlh->ngp4te «Mfd t>ver. 
awes^aU men, bat especially ttuMc of kla& 
att^ytoparilWie-vfapoliiidRs;' ^hipguia^tr 
turned abraptly ftom Bttlllii«:«i ii«a«(gfkei 

<»^(fl|8r/^ atMt«^^ tl^ fy^sbti^t^wiSM 

ha^q!|»(ft(ii^Mcl^(|ti^«l§ fbHn^i^|liaiHkiP> 
<f 4M^<^%<^ repdaeea,£^U» aili{Mto«<^' 
1^ schoolmaster at LibberttW?"^'*^^'" '- "^'1' 
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The stranger ooverejd lik fiMe# ^mtti hii 
hand, ai if 6it<stid#eli refle^onv 'airA<fiiea 
turned -away, but stopped 'wh^nhe^'Md 
^idked a few <paces ; and fleeiag^Bulfer i!^l- 
low hhn wkh'his eyes,' caUed out « k stern 
yet su^prefcsed tdney^nstas'ifi^e'had'exsjttt* 

• ly ealbulatcd that his aceenls^G^<Mld^Ddi%e 
heArd a yard' beyond thespotonwhkA'filft. 

" ler stood. ^ Go^your way, aftd ^o toifte dr- 
^and. Do not look after *lne. ^-wilbndthfer 
descend through the bowels oF these roclris, 
nor vanish ki a flash cif fire ; «and yet' the 

- eye that seeks lo trace my motimis «htf I 

- have- reason to curse it was ever *sbrouded 

• by eye.lid or eyeJa^h. Begone^ and In* 
iu)t behind you. Tell Jealiie'vDteans^ ^t 

:'Wh6n the moon rises I shall e^f^ct 'to%ifi6et 
her^ Nieol Musdhat's Ckirtai'b^neatlr flMnt 
Anthboy's^Chapel** *^ t* 'tiinHM 
As hetitter ed these woi^ti, he4:unra^ieQd 

L iook the road against tll^« hift$ wiCteli toAe 
4dbaft aeetned as peremptory ad hia (tatto'd 

« authority.^ ; ;, ;! ,»^j h^ 



BreacKBg he knew not what of addilional 

yisOMfy-tiy wlot whtdi* seened Kttle capable 

' of redeiviDgaiigmentattoni and despeimteat 
' Ae4deb that any K^mgawn should diA?e4b 
'aend: so «stireordinap|r a request/ coirobed 
^w terina SQ^ peFemptoryi'to thehatf-betfoth- 

yM olJ$6et of hta earty and bofy afibction, 
^iBfttter- strode ^stily toward the e6t^ge» tn 
'Order to asteertam hbw ftr iliis dariirg mfd 
. j<ide<gaUant was actually entitled' tofireBS 
*^n Jeatii^ Deans a request which no pf(i« 

9^ilt^'and soaree any mod^tyaunjp woiliaa 

.^ was likely to comply .with, 

•• ' Biitier was by nature* neMfcear jealous nor 
-^up^fstitioiis } yet the feding^^hieh^ lead 

rrfitr those iboods of (h^ mind wire ^rooted^i 
^ his hearty as a portkm derived irom thre^eofn- 
^mtin stock of iiumamty. it^was mfaddeni^g 
to think that a profligate fadlailti smdi'as^ie 
manner and tone of the ^strali{^ 'erfticed 
%hii^tobe, should have it ib bis pow^ lb 
> eommaaid t&rth Msfbtuie briSe awl pight« 
td true loy e, at a place so imprc^er) andean 



with aa«9roei^<!^^<fhiilibawkotd)ei8«D^ 
Y«dr ton tilm$« niffh ^V9. in/ tk^ifaeftabsimpi 



'■tdslMiHii^ bf <oUie»i^4lft>se «j^M Oat ^IffUtt 

fl^itfi^ d«i%tt9'ttmi^^tb% tbt^tred^ mask 

ilMtbiuigel^ ' ' and,' impel^Uy! tis #e 'htuvi^ 

ibteoriew tt^- BiMler^ ^nerves; #iisk<itt <a^ 
\lba^/fm»w at thtt-tiiiitt <by ^^e^ hortohr «f Hii^ 
pfMeding' m^hl^ were -gir^tet* thtftii his arii^ 
dstet$aMUng«««kra((teNi^ or '^is piride 'is^A 
imml&aitritituj M^^^i^' ]^iik:e>vHt&r&h<^ 

iibii^haolehtti;te«A9»n^ityffe| ttf ^'efe'^Ha'fti^ 

nanKd(ai4i:^iHia»»Ufftit!^ Wk Qtb 'SS^iff 
fri|{Wiil and 4HtuQl murder which had been 
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there committed by^the wretch from 
the place took its name, upon the person of 
hisowni¥ife. it was in such phces, accord- 
iqg to the beli^ of that period (when &e 
laws against witchcraft were stili in freab 
observance^ and had even latdy been acted 
upon^)^ that evil'«farit8 had pow^ to tnttke 
themselves visibleto humoneyes^and toprac<* 
tise npon the fedmgsand'senses of itoankind. 
Suspicions, founded;^on sncb circuBtttanaA^ 
rushed on Butler'« mindi unprepared asH 
w^s, by any previous course i^reaaoning, to 
deny that which alt of }ii» tktt^ c6«AG^, 
and profession, believed j but common 
sense rejected these vain ideas as inconris^ 
entt if not with posttbility, at least with the 
general rules by which the universe it go- 
vemed,---a deviation fi'om whiqh> as Butler 
well argued with himself, ought not to be 
admitted as (Mrpbable upon any but the plion* 
est and most incontrovertible evidence. An 
earthly lover, however, or a young man, 
who, from whatever caus^ had the ri^t 
of exercising such summary and uacerono* 

9 



lioph^Vthprity over the object of bis long-- 
»et|^^;jiq4 i^pypareotly siacerely returned 
ififej^i^^^was.ML object scarce less appal- 
ling^jba^'b^ ln^^d^tb{(n those which snpersti- 

jSia limhs; eidjapstpd jfi^h £itigue» his 
mu)4-I^r^s^^;with anxiety, apd with pain- 
ful^ub^,4pd,r»cqUeGtiaQ8» Buktlei <lrag« 
ge^^^hifp^lf »g> thp»;fl|i0i«ii4 fi?om« the valley 
to J^9^ I Xieo^ai^'s Crags^ and presented 
hiqis^lf jE^.lthe 49or pf Deans's habitation, 
wi^ feeUpgi jamck ^i^ to the miserable 
n i 9^^^ fm ^9p^f99ni}f its inbabitontf* 
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CAa^TER XL 

Then filie^tfiec3i6d out bar % band» 
And forto do bcr'lMlt ' 

God gi'e thy soul good rest" 

OidBdilaS. 

.' ' . ' • • • 

«< Cqi^ iHf" aoswertfd tlie kmMotmeA^ 
toned voice he loved best to hear^ ts Birt- 
ler tapped at the door of the cottage* He 
Hfled the latch, and found himself imder 
the roof of affliction. Jeanie was uoaUe 
to trust herself with more than one glaoee 
toward her lover, whom she riow uket «i« 
der circumstances so agonising to her &A- 
iiigs, and at the same time so humfab:^ (0 
her honest pride. It is well known, that 
much, both of what is good and had ia the 
Scottish national character, arises out of Ihe 



TQE fiSAET OF MID-LOTHIAV. , %%9 

intimacy of their family connections. <^ To 
be come c^ honest folk," that is, of people 
who have borne a fair and unstained charac- 
ter, is an advantage' as highly prized amongst 
the lower Scotch, as the emphatic counter- 
part, «* to be of §. gP®dX*,n^.ily»" ^ valued 
among their gentry* iThe worthand r espect- 

abUity of pner,ps^gi«i)«|;,.qf,^gB??S^ fami- 
ly is always acqoiittted JbjcttfaMnselves and 

others, not ortly * matter of honest pride, 

but a guai^ntee for the good conduct of the 

whole. On the contrary, such a melan« 

dboiy^taiviw mtimwt^SBmxg im tdie x)f the 

jsii\^t^^fiiJii^^ to 

;«}1 oQ^oeeted^i^itb bWr and Jeakiie^Mt her- 

lAsMilowoed at'ii»i:ei\mbe&awn eyes^ and 

.Jtetboae iof her luvejr^v^. It ims^ in vadn that 

y jbaf ^e|ifesaetf . thi& ;feelji^,i 4» &k ^^subordi- 

r^MatpeHwd'^oaselfkh ido4]^ xmA^eA Vifch' her 

iMfitim ^io^iber. sjyiei^'s'^diiAflilii«^' '^^ 

lipfgp^^^i andwhileiiriid ilkd^teaf^foTther 

>^9t^dbtrteS8^^ afidi llan§k/ V jtlMi^^Dgled 

iiirifeh I3mskkk»:\im^j^^ btr^vrn 

. VOL. I. N 
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As Butler entered, the old man was seat* 
ed by the ^re with his well-worn pdcdc^t 
Bible in his hands, the companion c^ the 
wanderings and dangers of his youth,* and 
bequeathed to him on the iK^ffold by ^Hie 
of those, who, in the year 1686, sealed their 
enthusiastic principles with their blood. 
The sun sent its rays through a small win- 
dow at the old man's back, and, ** shining 
motty through the reek,'' to uSe thC'Cxpres- 
sion of a bard of that time and country, ii- 
iumined the grey hairs of the old man, 
and thesacred page which he studied. His 
features, far from handsome, and rather 
harsh and severe, from their expression of 
habitual gravity and 'contempt for earthly 
things, had an expression of stoical dignity 
amidst their sternness. He boasted, in^no 
small degree, the^ttributes which Seutb^ 
ascribes ta the ancient-Scandinayians, wtiom 
he terms ^'^ firm to resolve, and stubborn to 
endure." The whole formed a picture, *«f 
which the! lights might have been given 1^ 
Bembrandt, but the outline would have re- 



^q/aind Ike foKe $ihd vigour of Michael 

' Deans lilted his eye as Sutler entered^ 
Md instantljf withdrew it, as from an object 
which gave hitn at once surprise and sud- 
den pain. He had assumed such high 
ground with this camid-witted scholary as 
be had in his pride termed Builn^that to 
meet him of aU men, under feelings ja£ fau* 
mUiation, aggrai^ted his misfbrtaney and 
was a consummation like that of >tbe dying 
chief in the old bftUad-^** Earl Percy mes 
my fall/' 

:Deans raisedthe Bible wifh.hudeA; hand, 
so aspartly to screen his face, and putttug 
back his right as far as he could, h^d it 
towards Butler in that position^ at.the same 
tiflMi turning his body fmm him, as if to 
prevent his seeing the;Workingi<rf*^his coun- 
teoatice. Butler clasped the extended hand 
vrhich had supported his orphan infancy, 
vrept over it, and in vain tendeavoumd to 
Bay more: than the w6rd8,-^i^,Qad.()Qiiifert 
you«<«»Oad comfort you l*" 
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^* 'He will-~he doth> my friend," . si^ 
Deans, assuming firmness as heidiscovf^cet 
the agttaticHi^^f his guest ; *^ he doth 001^ 
and he will yet more, in his own gude timeo 
I have been ower proudiof my suferings te 
a glide cause, Reuten, and^now lam to be 
tried with those whift: will turn my pride aad 
glory into a reproach and a hissing* >Hew 
muckle better! hae thought mysellthali 
them that lay saft, fed sweet, and draok 
deep, when 1 was in the moss-haggs and 
aioors, ^wi' precious 'Donald Cameron,- aiM 
worthy Mr Blackadder, called Gue^-again ; 
and how proud I was 6' being made^ spec- 
t^le to men and angels, having stood on 
their I pillory at theCianongate afore I was 
fifteen years dd, for tke cause of a national 
cbvienant. To think, Reuben, diat I, wfaa 
hae been sae honoured and exalted in* my 
vyouih, nay, when I was but a hafflins cal- 
lant, and that hae borne testimony again 
<the defections o' the times yearly, monthly, 
daily^ hourly, minutely, striving land testify- 
ing with uplifted ! hand and voice, oying 
aloud, and scaring not, against all great 
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mtional sHareSy as the nation- wastitig and 
tfhurch-sinking abomination of union, tole? 
ration, and patronage, imposed by the last 
woman of that unhappy race of Stuarts ; 
Also against th« infringements and inva. 
Bions of the just ^powers of elderahsp, where*- 
anent I uttered my paper, called a < €ry of 
'an Howl in the Desart,' printed at the Bow* 
head, and sold by all flying stationera^in 
4)0Wii and country-— and 



Mere he paased* It may well be^ppo< 
aed that Butler, though not absolutely coin- 
ciding ki all the gOQd old man's ideas about 
church, government, had too* much consi- 
deration and humanity tci interrupt . faun, 
wiiile he reckoned up with coosctous pride 
his sufferings, iand the constancy of his tes* 
timony. On the contrary, when he pauaad 
under the influence (tf.tke bitt^ei! recoilec* 
tions of the. moment, Builer instantly threw 
in bis mite, of encouragoment. 
. ^^ You have ^ beim. wtll known, my old 
and .revered friendt a true and tried foL* 
lowt^ of the Cross ; one who, as Sain^ Je* 
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rome hatlr. it» < jo^ fit/^Eiinavr et honam J» 
mam gmamari ad mmorkditaiemr^ which 
may be fi^edy reniierei^>i7rho<TUsheth eo' te 
immortal life, dirough bad repfort and good 
report' You have been one of those to 
ivhom the tendier and ftrarful souit cry di& 
riog the mida^t solitude^— ^* Watcbmani 
what €Kf tiie night ^-^Watchoimn^ what of 
the night F'^'-^And^ assucedlyy^ ttHS^ hbavy 
dispensation^ ar it comes- not witihont D& 
vine permission, so -it comes mMi withont 
its special commission and use/' 

" I do receive it as: suc^*^ said pobt 
Beansy' returning the grasp of Butler^ 
handy ^ and, if I have not beea taaghtf to 
read the Scripture in any oth» tongue but 
my nsrfive Scottii^ (even in his distress 
Butler^s Latin quotation: had not escaped 
his notieei) I hav«, neverthelejKi, so learn* 
ed them, that I trust to bear even this 
crook in my lot widi submisiuon. Biit O, 
Reuben Butler, the kirkr of whilk^ though 
unworthy, I have yet been thought a po- 
lished shaft, and meet to be a pillar, hold- 
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ingi from my. youth upward, the place of 
ruling elder — ^what will the lightsome and 
profane think of the guide tha^ cannot 
keep his own family from stumbling ? How 
will they take up their song and their re* 
proacb, when .they see that the children of 
pfofessors are liable to as foul back-sliding 
93 the. offspring of Belial ! But I will bear 
my cross with the comfort^ that whatever 
shewed like goodness in me or inine» was 
bul^ IjJce the light that shines frae creeping: 
insects, on the brae-side, in a dark night — 
it ky thes bright to the ee, because all is dark 
af ound it ; but when the morn comes on the 
mountains, it is but a puir crawling kail- 
worm after a\ And sae it shows, wi' ony 
rag of human righteousness, or formal law- 
work, that we may pit round us to cover 
our shame«'* 

As he pronounced these words, the door 
again, opened, apd Mr Bartholine Sadidle* 
tree enter^sd, his three-pointed hat set far 
back on his head, with a silk handkerchief 
beneath it, to keep it in that cool position, 



1 
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his gold-headed cane in his hand, and his 
whole deportment that of a wealthy burgh- 
er^ who might one day look to have a share 
in the magistracy, if not actually to hold 
the curule chair itself* 

Rochefoucault, who has torn the vdl 
from so many foul gangrenes of the hu- 
man hearty says, we find something not 
altogether unpleasant to us in the mis* 
fortunes of our be^t friends. Mr Saddle- 
tree would have been very angry had 
any one told him that he felt pleasure 
in the disaster of poor Effie Deans, and 
the disgrace of her family ; and yet there 
is great question whether tire gratifica- 
tion of playing the person of importance, 
inquiring, investigating, and laying down 
the law on the Whole affitir, did not ofifer, 
to say the least, full consolation for the pain 
which pure sympathy gave him on account 
of his wife's kin&woman. He had now got 
a piece of real judicial business by the end, 
in$tead of being obliged, as was his common 
case, to intrude his opinion where it was nei- 
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tber wished nor wanted ; and felt as happy in 
the exchange as a boy when he gets his first 
new watch, which actually goes when wound 
up, and has real hands and a true dial-plate» 
But besides this subject for legaldisquisition^ 
Bartholine'sbrainswerealso overloaded with 
the affikir of Porteous, bis violent death, and 
zll its probable consequences to the city and 
o&mmuiiity. It was what the Freiteh call 
fembarras des richesse^, . the eonfusicm ari- 
aong' from too much mental wealth- He 
walked in with. a consciousness of double 
importance, full fraught with the superiority , 
of one who possesses more information than 
the company ipto which he enters^ and who 
feels a Tight tQ discharge his learning on 
them without mercy. ^* Good coming, Mr 
Peans,^^gQod- morrow to you, Mr Buller, 
—I was not aware thatvyou was acqusunted 
with Mr Deans,'* 

. Butler made soEie slight a^awer.^. his rea* 
sons may be readily imagined forrnot ma« 
Jiing his connection with. the family, which, 
in his eyei^ had something of tender myste^ 

N 2 



298 TALES OF UY LANDLORD. 

ry, a freqaent sulj^ect of oraTersfttum rnA 
indiffereat persons^ sueh^ aa Saddletree. 

The worthy burgber»^ in the plenttude <£ 
8eIf-importance« now sate dowa upian a 
chair, wiped his biow^ collected his hccaftlv 
and made the first experiment of the reset- 
ved pith of his lungs^ in a deep and digoi^ 
iied sigh^ reseoibling a g^oan in soiind and 
. intcmation*-^*^ Awfu' times these» ne^^bour 
Deans, aw^u' times." 

<« Sinfu% shamefti*, heaven^^Uuii^ ttmes,"^ 
answered Deans, in a lower and more airiK 
, dued tone« 

^< Eor my part," continued Saddlebree^ 
swelling with importance, ^^what between 
the distress^ of my friends, and my pocur 
auid country, ony wit that ever I had ma}^ 
be said to have abandoned me, sae that I 
sometimes think myself as ignorant as if I 
were inter rusticos. Here when I arise io 
the morning, wi' my mind just arranged 
touching what's to be done in puir Effie's 
misfortune, and hae gotten the hale statute 
at my finger-ends^ the mob maun get^ 
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an4 stnog Joek Forteous to a dy^ster's 
beam, and ding a' tbing out of my h^ad 
again." 

Deeply as he wais distressed with his own 
doniei^tfc calandity, Deans could not help 
expressii^ $ome interest in the news. Sad«- 
dletree immediately entered on details of 
t^e insurrection and its consequences^ 
while Bijitler took the occasion to seek 
some private conversation with Jeanie 
Deags# She gftve him the opportunity he 
sought, by leaving the room, s^s if in prose- 
option of some part of her morning labour. 
Butler followed her in a few minutesi lea- 
ving Deans so closely engaged by his busy 
visitor, that there was little chance of hi^ 
observing their absence. 

The scene of their interview was an outer 
s^partmentt where Jeanie was used to busy 
herself in arranging, the productions of her 
dairy. When Butler found an opportunity 
of stealing after her into this place, he 
fqund her silent, dejectedt and ready tcr^ 
burst into tears. Instead of the active ia» 
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dustry with which she had been accustom* 
ed, even while in the act of speaking, to 
employ her hands in some useful branch of 
household business, she was seated listless 
in a corner, sinking apparently under the 
weight of her own thoughts. Yet the in- 
stant he entered, she dried her eyes, and, 
with^ the simplicity and <^enness of her 
character, immediately entered on the cchi- 
versatioD. 

' *< I am glad you have come in, Mr But- 
ler,*' said she, ** for-— for— for I wished to 
tell ye, that all maun be ended between 
you and me — its best for baith our sakes." 

<* Ended T' said Butler, in surprise ; ^< and 
for what should it be ended ?— I grant this 
is a heavy dispensation, but it lies neither 
at your door nor mine— it's an evil of Ood'* 
sending, audit maun be borne ; butit canna 
break plighted troth, Jeanie, while they 
that plighted their word wish to keep it," 

«* But, Reuben,^ said the yotong wo^ 
man, looking at him affectionately, ^ I ken 
weel that ye think mair of me than your- 
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self; and, Reuben, I can only in requital 
think mair of your , weal than of my. aio. 
Ye are a man of spotless name, bred to 
God's ministry, and a' men say that ye will 
some day rise high in the kirk, though po- 
verty keep ye down e'en now. Poverty is 
a bad back-friend, Reuben, and that ye 
ken ower weel ; but ill fame is a waur ane, . 
and that is a truth ye sail never learn 
through my means^" 

<< What do ye mean f' said Butler, eager- 
ly and impatiently ; " or how do you con- 
nect your sister's guilt, if guilt there be, 
which, I trust in God, may yet be dis-- 
proved, with our engagement ?^ — how can 
that affect you or me ?* 

^< How<:an you ask me that, Mr Butler ? 
Will this stain, d^ye think, ever be forgot- . 
ten as lang as our heads are abune the 
grund ? Will it not stick to us, and to our. 
bairns, and to their very bairns' bairns ? To 
hae been the child of an honest man, might 
hae been saying something for me and 
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mine; but to be the sister of a 0» mf 

God P'— With this exclaiDatioa> h^ resolu- 
tion fiiiied) and she burst intoa pMsiiN^a^. 
fit of tears. 

The lover used every effi>rt . to induce 
ber to compose berBel^ and at length suc- 
ceeded ^ but she only resumed her cpftipp-« 
sure to express iierself with the same posl^ 
tiveness as before^ ^ No». Heubeoi iUt. brii^ 
disgrace hame to nae man's hearth ; mymw 
distresses I can bear, and I maun bear^ but 
th^^ is nae occasion for buckling them on 
other folks' shouthers. I will bear my* loa4 
^one-«-the back is made for the burthen/' 

A lover is by charter wayward and sus* 
picious ; and Jeanie's readiness to renounce 
tlietr engagemait, under pretence of zeal 
fos* his peace of mind and respeotabiHty of 
eharacter> seemed to poor Bfttlar to £a<tn a^ 
portentous combination with the commis^* 
sion of the stranger he- had met with that 
morning. His voice faulteiied as he asked, 
^< Whether nothing but: a sense of her aw> 
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ter's present distress: occasioned' her to talk 

in that manner ?" "^ 

<< And what else can do sae ?" she replied 

ivith simplicity. *' Is it not ten long yeai9 

since we spoke together in this way ?'^ 

" Ten years P' said Butler. ^* It is a long 
time-sufficient perhaps for a wommi lo . 
weary" • 

" Towearyof her auldgown," said Jeanie^ 
^ aQd to wish for anewane, if she likes to 
be brave, but not loi^ enough to weai:y of 
a friend — The eye may wish change, but 
fbe he^urt never.'^ 

" Never T said Reuben,—" th«t isa bidd^ 

promise^" 

«< Bat iM)t more bauld than true^ said 
Jeanie, with the Sfune <)uiet simplicity ;whicl^ 
atrteaided her manner, in j[py and grief,, in 
ordinary afl&irs, and io those which m«*t in* 
ter^tted h^ feeliRg^i 

Butler paused, aiwl, looking at her fixed- 
ly— .« 1 ^xfk cbargjBd," he said, ♦^^ with a mes- 



^''. i^'^i^s. 
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'< Indeed ! From whom ? Or what canat^ ' 
ony ane have to say to me ?* • 

^< It is from a stranger/* said Batler, af- 
fecting to speak within indifference which 
his voice belied — ^* A young tnan whom I* 
met this morning in the Park.'* 

" My God i" said Jeanie eagerly j " and 
what did he say ?" 

** That he could not see you at the hour 
' he proposed, but required you should meet 
him alone at Muschat's Cairn this nighty sa 
soon as the moon rises;'* 

« Tell him," said Jeanie hastily, <*^I shall- 
certainly come." 

<^May I ask," said Butler, his suspicions < 
increasing at the ready alacrity of i\fe an- 
swer, ** who this man is-to whom you are 
so willing to give the meeting at a place 
and hour so uncommon ?" 

^^ Folk maun do muckle they have fittle 
will to do, in this world," replied Jeanie* 

" Granted," said her lover ; **^ but what 
compels you to this ?— who is this pecsoli?' 

4 
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l^at I saw of him was not very &vourable 
—who, or what is he .^ 

^ I do not know," replied Jeanie compo- 
sedly* * 

** You do not know," said Butler, step- 
ping impatiently through the apartment— » 
«• You- purpose to «ieet a young man whom 
you do not know, a^ such a time^ and in a- 
place so lonely— you say you are compel- 
ted to do this— and ftt you say you do not 
know the person who exercises such an in- 
iluence over you !— Jeanie, what am I to 
think of this ?" 

** Think, only> Reuben,^ that^ I speak 
truth, as if I were to answer at the last 
day.—- 1 do not ken this man — ^I do- not 
even ken that I ever saw him, and yet I 
must give him the meeting he asks*— there's 
life and death upon it." 

" WiU you not tell your father, or take 
him with you V* said Butler. 

*« I cannot," said Jeanie j " I have no 
permission." 
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^< Will ycm let «wi go with >.yoa? I wBl- 
wait in the Park till mghtfaU, imdjpin you 
when you set out." 

** It is impossible,*' said Jeanie ; ^' therie 
maunna be mortal creature within hewing 
of our oonferenoe^'' 

<< Have you considered wdl the nature 
oTwhat you are going to do P*— the tioie— 
the place^-^an unknown and suspicious cha^ 
racter ? — Why^ if he had asked to see you 
in this houset your father sitting in the nexfr 
K>om» and within call, at such an hour, yoa 
should have refused to see him*'* - 

" My weird maun be fulfilled, Mr Butler ;: 
my life and. my safety are in God^s handSf 
but rU not spare to? risk eithes of tiiem on. 
the errand I am gaun to do.'' 

^^ Then, Jeanie," said Butler> mueh* disn^ 
pleased, ** we must indeed break abort aff^ 
and bid ^Eurewell. When there can. be: no 
confidence betwixt a ma^ and' his plighte^jf 
wifl* on such a momentous tx^pij^i it i» a 
sign that she has no longer the regjicsd:fe£ 
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him thftt tMk& thdr eBgagemeitfe safe and 
suitable/' 

Jeanie looked at him and sigfaed. ^I 
though V she said, << that I had^ brought 
myself to bear, this pacCing-^but-<-but— I 
did not ken diat we 'were to part in un* 
kindnefl(s. But I am a wotaad and you are. 
a man-— it may be different wi- you«~ifr your 
mind is« made eaaaer by thinking sae hardly 
of me, I would not ask you to think other- 
wise." 

*^ Yoii «re»" said Butler, ^* what you have- 
always- been^^Wf ser^ better^ and lesa selfisk. 
in your native feelings, than I can be, with^ 
aH the helps philoaephy can give to a Chris^i 
tian^— »Butwhy-~why will you persevere in 
9n undertaking so desperate? Why will, 
you not let me be your assistant— your 
protaetcMT, or at least your adviser ?* 

^ Just because I cannot, and I dare 
not," answered Jeanie.—*'^ But hark, what's 
that ? Surely my father is no weel P' 

In &ct, the voices in the next room b&« 
came obstreperously loud of a sudden, the 
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caute c£ whidi vociferation it is necessarjrt 
to explain before we go farther. 

When Jeanie and Butler retired, Mr 
iSbul^tetree^htered upon the business wliictP' 
chiefly interested the family. In the com* 
mencemeot of theit conversation he founds 
old Deansi who, in his usual state of mind^ 
was no graRter of propositions^, so mucb^ 
sijibdued by a deep sense of his daughter's- 
danger and disgrace, that he heard without 
replying to, or perhaps withoiit understand-^ 
ing, one* or^two-v learned disquisittons on 
tbe nature of the crime imputed to her 
charge, and on the ftteps which ought . to: 
be taken in consequence. His only an* 
swer at each pause waB, ^ I am no mis-^ 
doubting that ye wuss us weel-*-^your wife% 
oui* farawa' cousin.'' 

Encouraged by these symptoms of ac» 
quiescence, Saddletree, who, as an amateur 
of the lawy h^ a supreme deference for all. 
constituted authorities, again recurred to Im 
other topic of interest, the murder^ namely, c^ 
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¥orteaus, and pronounced a severe censure 
on tiie parties concerned. 

f^ These are kittle times-^kitfle limes, 
Mr Dews, when the people take the poiver 
of life and death out of the hands of t&e 
rightful magistrate into their ain rough 
-grip. I am of opinion, and so I betieve 
will Mr Crossmytoof and the Privy-Coun- 
trily that* this rising in efteir^of war, to take 
•away the lite of a reprieved xx\ml^ will prove 
litlle better than perdueilion.'' 

^< If I hadna that on my mind that's iH 
fo bear, Mr Saddletree,'' said Deians, ^^ I 
wad make bold to^^dispute^tbat.pcHnt ^ 
you/' • 

« How > cpttld ye dispute what's plaia 

law, man ?" said Saddletree, somewhat con- 
' temptuously ; •* there's no a' callant thai 

fe'er carried a pock wi' a process in't, biit 

will tell you' that perdueilion is the rwarst 
;^nd maist virulent hind of treses, being 

an open convocating of the ^king's ' Ueges 
^against his aathwity, (mair especially^ \sl 
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arms, and by touk.of.dniiD, to baith whiik 
accessories my eehjaiid)li]gS'b<MrexwijUiess») 
^nd hiudkle warse than lese-nmajesty, or the 
coneealoient of a treason^d^ pui!po8e-~It 
'.winna bear a dispute* neighbour/' 

•^ But it will though/' retorted douce 
Bavie Deans ; *^1 tell ye it will bear atdii^ 
pute— I never like your cauld» l^aJ, for- 
mal doctrines, neighbour Saddletree. I 
baud unco little by the Fajrliaoient^housi^ 
since the awfu^ downiall of the hopes of 
honest folk that followed the Revolution/' 

**Biit what wad yeimehad, MrDeims?'^ 
said Saddletree impatiently } ^< did na ye get 
baith liberty and conscience made fast9;and 
settled by taiteie on you and }DOiur heirs for 
ever?" 

^< Mr Saddleteee,^' retorted Deans, ^' I 
ken ye are one of those that sure wise after 
the manner of this world, and that ye imud 
your part, and. cast in your. portion wi^ the 
lang-faeads ^nd lang-gowns, and keep with 
the smart witty'^pated lawyeraof tfaisour Ispd 

S 
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—Weary on the dark and dolefu* cast that 
they hae gi'en this unhappy kingdom, when 
"then- black hands of defection was clasped in 
the red hands of our sworn inurtherers: when 
'those who had numbered the towers of our 
Zion, and marked the bulwarks of our re- 
formation, saw their hope turn into a snare^ 
and their rejoicing into weeping.'* 

«* I canna Understand this, neighbour/* 
answered Saddletree. ** I am an honest 
presbyterian of the Kirk of Scotland, and 
stand by her and the General Assembly^ 
and the due^ administration of justice by 
the fifteen Lords o* Session and the five 
Lords o* Justiciary." 

** Out upon ye, Mr Saddletree !" ex- 
claimed David, who, in an opportunity of 
giving his testimony on the offences and 
back^lidings of the land, foi^ot for a mo- 
ment his own domestic calamity—^** out 
upon your General Assembly, and the back 
of my hand to your Court o* -Session!— 
Whatsis the tane but a waefti' bunch o' 
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«auldrife ^professors and mintsters, that sate 
bien and warm when the persecuted rem- 
nant were warstUng wi' hunger^ and cauld^ 

* 

4ind fear of death, and danger of fire 91qA 
6word, upon wet brae-sides, peatrhaggs^ 
and flow-mosses, and that now creep out 
of their holes, like blue-bottles in la blink 
of sunshine, to take the pu'pits and places 
of better folk — of them that witnessed, and 
testified, and fought, and endured pit, pri- 
son-house, and transportation beyond seas 
—A bonny bike there's o* them- — And for 

your Court o* Session" 

" Ye may say what ye will o* the>G$ne- 
ral Assembly,*' said Saddletree, interrupt- 
ing him, *' and let them clear them that 
kens them ; but as for the Lords o* Session, 
vforbye that they are my next door neigh- 
bours, 1 would have ye ken, for your ain re- 
gulation, that to raise scandal anent theiii, 
wbilk is termed, to murmur again them, is 
a crime sui generis'-'^sui generis^ Mr Deani 
—ken ye what that amounts to ?*' 



r 
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r.' <« I ken little o' the lai^uage of antl- 
ohrist,'' said Beans ; << and I care less than 
little what carnal courts may call the 
speeches of honest toen» And as to mur- 
mur again them^ it's what a' tiie fo£k that 
losses their pleas, and nine^tenths o' them 
tJtat win themf win be gay sure to be guilty 
in. Sae t wad bae ye ken that I baud a* 
your gl^-tonguttl advocates, that sell their 
knowledge fi)r pieces of silver, and your 
worldly-wise judges, that will gi'e three 
days of hearing in presence to a debate 
about (9itB peeling of aningan, and no ae 
luJIpour to the gdcqpel testiniony, as legal- 
ists and formalists, countenaocingi by sen- 
fences,' ai^ quirks, a»d cunning terms of 
law, the late begun courses of national de- 
fections-'-union, toleration, patronages, and 
Yetastian {Hrcdatic oaths. As for the soul and 
body-ktUing Court o' Justiciary*^ ■■ 
. Tbe habit of considering his life as de- 
dkiated to. bear testimony in behalf of what 
he deemed the suffinrihg and deserted cause 

VOL. I. o 
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of true rdigimi, had swept honest David 
along with it thus far ; but with the men- 
tion of the criminal court, the recollection 
of the disastrous condition of his daughter 
rushed at onde on his mind ; he stopped 
short in the midst of his triumphant decla« 
mationy pressed his hands s^ainst his fore* 
head, and remained silent; 

Saddletree was somewhat moved^ but 
apparently not so imuch so as to induce him 
to relinquish the pnvilegeof prosing in his 
turn, afforded him by David^s sudden si- 
lenee» ** Nae doubt, neighbour/^ he said» 
" it's a sair thing to hae to do w? courts of 
law, unless it be to improve anefs know-^ 
ledge and practtque^ by waiti% on as H 
bearer ; and touching tins unhsppy affiur 
of EfiSe^ye'U hae seen the dittay doubt- 
^ss ?' He dragged but of his pocdcet a 
bundle x^fpapem, atid begaiito turn tbemi 
over. ** This is no it«^this is the infor- 
mation of Mungo Marsport^ df that ilk, 
against Captoiii Lackland, fix^^ doming^ on 
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His lands of Marsport with hawks, hounds, 
fying-ulogs, nets, guns, cross- bows, ha^buts 
of found, or other engines more or less for 
destruction of game, sic as red-deer, fallow- 
dieer, capper-cailzies, grey^fowl, moor-fowl, 
paitricks, herons, and sic like ; he the said 
defender not being-^ane qualified person in 
ferms of the statute sixteen hundred and 
twenty-ane ; that is, not having ane piough-i 
gate of land. N^w the defences proponed 
gay, that non constat at this present what is 
a plough-gate of Tand, whilk uncertainty 
is sufficient to elide the conclusions of the 
libel. But then the answers to the de- 
fences, (they are signed by Mr Crossmy- 
lo6f, but Mr Youngla^ drew them,) they 
propone, that it signifies naething, m hoe 
sHaiu, what or how miickle a plough-gate 
of lan^ may be, in respect the defender hat 
nae lands whatsoe'er, less or main * Sae 
grant a plough-gate'" (here Saddletree read 
from the paper in his hand,) <<^ to be less 
than tiie nineteenth part of a guse's grasif 



^ 
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(I trow Mr Crossmyloof put in tbat^ ken 
his stylej--i-* :Of ^a guseTs grass, what the 
better will the defender be, seeing he h^^ 
Qa a divot-cast of land in Scotland ? — Ad^ 
vpcatus for Lackland duplies, that nihUinte^^ 
rest de^passesdme^ the pursuer must put his 
case under the statute'-^now, this is worth, 
your notice, neighbour,- — < and must show, 
formaUter £t yf^daliter^ as well as genercJi' 
ter^ what is the qualification that defender 
Lackland does ma possess— *let him teU me 
what a plough-gate of laiid is^ and PU tdl 
biii^ if I have one or no. Surjeljr the.^ur-^ 
suer is bound to understand his own libel, 
and his own statute that he , founds upon* • 
Titim pursues Maevhis for recovery of ane 
hiach horse lent to M8evi«is-«^urely he shaU. 
have judgment \ but if Titius pursue Mse- 
vius for ane scarlet or crimsonhovBe^ doubt* 
less he shall be bound to show thai; there is 
sic ane animal in reruM fudura. No man caft 
bje bound te plead to nonsense-p-4iiat .is to 
say, to jx charge which tCaniiot be explain- 
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ed or understood* — (he's wrang there— the 
better the pleadings the fewer uDderstan^ 
tbcm,)^— •and so the reference unto this.uii- 
defihed'and^ unintelligible measure of land 
is, as if a penalty was inflicted by statute 
for any man who suld hunt or ha wk, or use 
lying-dogs, without having about him ane^ 
i^— — But I am wearying yoti, Mr Deans, 
we'll pass'to your ain businesSj-^though this 
caseofMarsport against Lackland has made 
aii unco din in the Outer-house — Wed, 
ftere^ the ditlay agatnstpuir ESe : -^ Where- 
as it is humbly meant^ and shown t^ us/ &c« 
(they are words of mere style,) ' that where, 
by the laws of this and every other well- 
regalatied realm, the murder of any one, 
more especially of an infkrit child, is a crime 
of ane high nature, and severely punish^ 
s^ile :- And whereas, without prejudice to 
t^ fm^esaid genersdity, it was, by ane act 
made in the secdnd sessibn of the Firdt Paiv 
liament of our most High and Dread Sove- 
rai^^a William and Mary, especially enaet<- 
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edy that ane woman who shall have con- 
cealed her condition, and shall not be able 
to show thjat s^e hath^^led for help at thq 
birth) in case that. the child shall be found, 
dead or am^sjng, shall be deemed and held 
guilty of the murder thereof; and the said 
facts of concealment and pregiiancy being 
found proven or confessed, s^udl sustain thc^ 
pains of law accordingly; yety neverthe- 
less, you Effie^ or Euphemia Deans' ^ ■ 

*^ Read no farther," said Deans, raising 
Ms. bead. up f f* I would rather ye thrust a 
sword into my heart than read a word far* 
then" 

« Weel, neighbpuri". $aid Sfaddletxee, *« X 
thought it wad hae comf6rted ye tq ken. 
the b^st and the wa^st o't But the ques* 
tion is, what^s to be dune ?' 

<< Nothing,'* answered Deans firmly,; 
^<j;)ut to abide. tUe di^enss^tion that the 
Lord sees meet tp^«end. us. O if it had beea 
Uis will to take the grey hea^ to rest before, 
this awful visitation on my house and name! 
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But Hjs will be done. . I can say that yet^ 
though I can say little main'' 

*« But, neigfalK>ur,'' ^aid Saddletree, *« ye*ll 
retain advocates for the puir lassie ? it's a 
thing maun needs be thought of«" 

^' If there was'ae man of them," answer- 
ed Deans, *^ that had held fast his integri* 
ty«.but I ken them wee), they are a* car*- 
nal, crafty, and warld-hunting seli^sedcer^ 
YerastianSt and Arminiabs, every ane o' 
them.*' 

^ Hout tout, neighbour, y^ maunna take 
the warld at its word," said Saddletree ; 
*^ the very de'Jl is no sae ill as he's caM ; 
and I ken mair than ae advocate that may 
be said to bae some integrity as weel as their 
neighbours ; that is, after a sort o' fashion 
o' their ain." 

*^ It is indeed but a fashion of int^rity 
that ye will find amang them^" replied £^ 
vid Deans, *^ and a fashion of wisdom, and 
&shion of carnri learning — ^gazing, glan-^ 
cing-glasses they are, fit only to fling the 
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glalkti in folks een^ w? their palwky policy^ 
and earthly ingine, their flights and refine-^ 
ments and periods of eloquence, frae hea- 
liieh emperors and popish canon&r Th^ 
canna, in that daft trash ye were reading 
to me, sae mudde as ca' inen that are i^ae 
iU*starred as be amang their hands, by on^ 
name o' the dispensation o' grace, but mawi 
new pS^laze them by the names of the ac- 
cursed Titus, wha was made the instrument 
of burning the holy Temple, and other sic^ 
like heathens." " 

. '< It's Tishius," interrapted Saddletree^' 
V and no Titus. Mr Grossinyloof cares as 
little about Titus or the Latin learning ai^ 
ye do. — But k's a case of necessity-— she 
maun hisie counsel. Now I could speak 
to Mr Crossmyloof— he's weel kenned for 
a round-spun presbyterian, and a ruling- 
elder to boot.'* 

^* He's a rank Yerastian,** replied Deans j 
<< one of the public and polititious ^i^rldly* 
wise men that stude up to prevent ane ge- 
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nenil owrang of the cause in the day of 
power." 
** What say ye to the atild Laird of CiiffiU 

» 

bout ?" said Saddletree ; << he whiles thumps, 
the dust out of a case gay and weel.*^ 
' ^ He ? the fause loon T answered Deans — 
<' he was in his bandaUers to hae joined the* 
ungracious Highlanders in VJlbt ^ thejr 
had ever had the luck to cross the Firth." 

** Wed, Arniston ? there's a clever chield 
for ye»'' said BSirtholine, triumphantly/ 

^ Ay, to bring popish medals in till their 
very library from that schismatic womanr 
in the north, the Dodiess of Gordon.*^ 
' *^ Wed, weel, but somebody ye maun* 
hae— What think ye o* Kittlepunt i*^ 
' ** He's an Arminian/' 
' ^ Woodsetter ?* 

^ He's, I doubt, a Cbcceian.''' 

« Auld Whilliewhaw r - 

** He's ony thing ye like/* 

" Young Naemmo ?• 

« Htf a naething at a'/' 

o 9b ^ 
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** Ye're ill to please, ne^hbour,'' said 
Saddletree ; '* I hae run ower the piqk o* 
them for yoUf ^ maun e'en choose for 
yoursell } but bethink ye that in the mul- 
titude of counsellors there's safety. — What 
say ye to try young Mackenyie? he has 
a' his upcle's practiques at the tongue's 
end." 

r 

"What, sir, wad ye speak to me," ex- 
d^imed the sturdy prestQrterian in exces- 
sive wratl^ ** about^a man that has the blood 
of the saints at his fingers' ends ? Didna his 
eme die and gang to his.p^ce wi' the name 
of the Bluidy Mi^^kenyie? and winna he 
be kenned by that name sae laiig as there's 
a Scots tongue to. speak the word ? If the 
life of the dear bairn that's under a sufiEbr- 
ing dispensation, and Jeani^'s^ and my ain, 
and a' mankind^'s, depended on my adding* 
sic a dave o' Satan, to speak a word for me 
or them, they should a' gae down the water 
thegither for Davie Deans.*' 

It was the exalted toQe in which he spdce 
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this last seatence that broke up the con- 
versation between Batler and Jeanie, and 
brought them both << ben the house/' to 
use the language of the country. Here 
they found the poor old man half frantic, 
between grief, and zealous ire against Sad- 
dletree's proposed measures, liis cheek in- 
^laed^ his band clenched, and his voice 
raisecf, while the tear in his eye, and th^ 
occasional^ quiver of his accents, shewed 
that his utmost effi>£ts were inadequate to 
shaking off the consciousness of his misery. 
ButJer, apprehensive of the consequences 
of his agitation to an aged and feeble frame, 
ventured to utter to him a reqomqjendation 
to patience. 

^^I am patient,** returned the old mani» 
sternly,— r** more patient. than any one who 
is alive to the woeful backslidings of a mi- 
serable time can be patient; and in so 
much, that I need neither sectarians, nor 
sons nor grandsons of sectarians, . to in- 
struct my grey hairs how to bear my cross.^ 

8 



<* Bat, sir," continued Biitl»i taking 
dfience at the slur cast on bis grandfather's 
farth, << we must use fausian means. When 
you call in a pbyskian, yoa would not, I 
suppose^ question him on the nabure of fais 
religions principles ?" : 

«• Wad I ndr' answei^d David— -f'Bi:^ 
I wad though ; and if hi didna satis^ sue 
that he had a right sense of the rigbfeilimid 
and left-hand defections <^ the day^ nofem 
gototte of his physic should:^ gang thcoilgh 
my fatfaa^'s som'* . . -^ ; 

It is a dangerous thing' to trust to<dn'& 
histration* Butler had done so and miscar- 
ried; but| like a gallant soldier ^when his 
musket misses fire, hl^ stood his ground, and 
chained wHK the bayonetrr-*' Uns is too 
rigid an interpretation of yodr duty, air. 
The sun shines, and the rain descends on 
the just and unjust, and they are (daced 
together in life in circui|»(tances wbicb fie*^ 
qtiently render intercourse between them 
iiidispensible, perhaps that the evil may^ 
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have an opportmiity of- being converted 
by the good, and perhap6» also, that the' 
r^iiteous might, ^amoDg other trials, be- 
subjected to that of occasional converse 
mtb the* pso£ine^*'\ ; . . ; 

" Yc're a silly callant, Reoben^'? answer- 
ed Deans, ^< with -your bits of argument 
Can a man touch pitch and not be defied ? 
Or wbaft think ye of the brave and worthy 
champions of the Covenant, that wadna. 
aae muekle as heai a minister speak,, be 
hia gtfis. and graces as tiiey would^ ^lliat 
badna. witnessed against the enoimMies^Of 
the day ? Nae lawyer, shall ever iqieak for 
tee and mine that hasna concslrred in the- 
testimony of the scattered, yet lovely^ reoEir 
nant, which abode in the .cUfts of ^tib^^ 

TOCks^'^' ; ' . . ■•«•■•■'.:■'$<. n/ 

So sayings and as if &tigued^,bothjvitI|ij 
the arguments and presence of ^j^s guest§, 
the old man aroi^ and seeming to bid t^)^ 
adieu wttb^ a motwn of his head and h^^ 
went to shut himself up in hisfsl^qping 
apartment. 
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^< It's thrawing his daughter's life awa,*^ 
said Saddletfe^ to Butler^ '< to hear him 
speak in that daft gate. Where will he ever 
get a Cameronian advocate ? Or wha ever 
heard of a. li^wyer's sufieriqg either for aQ 
religion or another? The lassie's life is 
clean flung awsu'^ 

. During the latter part of this debate 
!Pumbiedikes had arrived at the door, dis- 
mounted, hqng the poney's bridle on the 
uiual hook, and sunk down on his ordinary 
settle. His eyes, with more than their usuail 
animation, followed first one speaker, theii 
another, till he caught the melancholy sense 
of the whole from Saddletree's last words. 
He rose from his seat, stumped slowly across 
the room, and, coming close up to Saddle^ 
tree's ear, said, in a tremi^lous anxioua 
voice, *< Willr-^will siller do naething for 
them, Mr Saddletree ?^' 

'^ Umph !" said Saddletree, looking grave. 
— ^* siller will certainly do it in the Parlia- 
liainent4icaise, if ony thing w» do it ; but 
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wlwe's the siller to come frae i Mr Deaas, 
ye see, will do naething ; and though Mrch 
Saddletree's thbir far^awa friendy and right> 
gude weel-wisher». and is weel disposed to^ 
assist) yet she wadna like to stand to be^ 
bound dngyli in solidum to such an expen- 
sive wark. Au^ ilka friend wad bear a share 
q' th^ burtbeui soipetblng might be dune*-^ 
ilka an^ to be liable for their ain input — ^I^ 
wadna like tp see the c^se fa' through with 
Qut I?eing pled--*«it wadiia be creditable, for 
a' that dafl whig body says/' 

<< ril— 7I will— yes," (assuming fortitude,) 
<!.I wiU be answerable," said Duiphiedikes, 
<^ for a score df pi^nds sterlmg," — and he 
was silent, staring iin astonishment at £nd« 
i{ig hiniself capable of such uawonted reso- 
lution and. excessive generosity. 

" God Almighty bless ye, J^ird !'* said 
Jeanie in a transport of gratitude. 

" Ye may ca' the twenty punds thretty," 
said Dumbiedikesi. looking bashfully away 
from, her and towards Saddletree. 
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. " That will do bravely/' said Saddletree^ 
rubbing his hands ; <' and ye sail hae a^my 
ri(Ul and knowledge tagar the siller gang 
far — ril tape it out weel— I ken how to gar 
the birkies tak short fees, and' be glad o^ 
them too— it's only gurring them trow ye 
hae twa or three cases of importance co- 
ming on, and they'll work cheap to get cus- 
torn. Let me alane for whillying an advo- 
cate i — it's nae sin to get as muckle frae 
thetii for our mller as we can — ^after a', it's 
but the wind o' their mouth— it costs them 
Baething' i whereasi in my wretched occu- 
pation of a saddter, horse- milliner^ and bar- 
liess-maker, we are out unconscionable sums 
just for barkened hides and leather." 

« Can I be of no use ?" said Butler. 
^ My means^ alas ! are only worth the bkck 
ceat I wear ^ but I am young— I owemubh 
to the family — Can I do nottttng ?'' 

" Ye can help to collect evidence, sir,*' 
siaid Saddletree } ^* if we could but find ony 
ane to say she had gi'en the least hint e*^ 
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her condition, Ae wad be brought aff wi' a 
wat finger-^Mr Crossmyloof tell'd me sac* 
The crown, says he^ 'canha be craved to^ 
prove a positive—- was^t a positnse or a ne- 
gativie they eouldna be caM to prove ?— rii 
was the tane or the tither o' them, I am 
sare, and it majcsna muckle' matter whilk. 
Wherefore,' saya he, the libel maun be re- 
dargued by the pannel proving her de-* 
fisnee^. '. Ahd . it canna fse ddne otherwise." 
i •^ But the feet, sir," argued Butler, ^« the 
&ct that this, poor girl has born a.chald^;. 
surely the crown, lawyers must prove that ?" 
said Btttlen. 

Saddletree pauised a nioibent, while the 
visage of Diimbiedikes, which traversed, as 
if it had been placed on a pivot, from t^e 
one spokesman to the other, assumed a 
more blithe expression. * 

^ "Ye— ye— ye— es," said Saddletree, af- 
ter some grave hesitation ; << unquestiipa- 
ably that is a thing to be proved, as thfei 
Court will more fully declare by an inter- 
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I fiincy that job's done already^ for she has 
confessed her guilt.^' 

*\ Confessed the murder P' e:^claimed 
Jeanie, with a scream that made them all 
start* 

<^No, I didna say that,'' replied Bar^ 
tholine. ^ But i^e confessed bearing the 
babe/' 

<< And what became of it then ?'' said 
Jeanie i ^* for not a word could I get from 
ber but bitter sighs and tears.*' 
' << She says it was tstken away from her 
by the woman in whose house it was b6m» 
f^ld who assisted her at the time." 

^^ And who was that womiui r* said But* 
ier. ^ Surely by her means the truth 
inight b0 discovered.'-^^Who was she? I 
will fly to her directly.*' 

"Iwidi," said Pumbiedikes, «^ I were 
as young and as supple as you, and had 
the gift of the gab as weel.'' 

^* Who is^ she ?'' again reiterated ^utler 
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impatiently.---** Who could that' woman 
be?" 

*^ Ay» wha kens that but hersell/' said. 
Saddletree ; ** slie deponed further^ and 
declined to answer that interrogatory.*' 

** Then to herself wilt I instantly go/' 
said Butler ; '^iarewell, Jeanie \^ then co« 
ming close up to her.~-** Take no r€uk 
steps till you hear from me. Farewell)^ 
and he immediately left the cottage. 

<* J wad gang toOf" said the laiKled pro» 
prietor, in an anxious, jealous, and repinihg 
tone» ** but . ray powney winna for the life 
o' me gang omy xither road than just fra^ 
Dumbiedikes to this house-end, and sae- 
straight back again.*' 

f* Yell do better for them,'' said Saddle- 
tree, i as they left the house together, ^\ by 
sodding me the tfaretty punds.'* 

<< Thretty punds ^^ hesitated Dumbie^ 
dikes, who was no^ out of the reach of 
those eyes which had intamed his genero- 
sity i ^* I only said twenty punds< 
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. . ^' Ay ; but," said Saddletreep */ that was 
under protestation to add and eik } and^sa 
^re craved leave to amend youc libel^' and 
ipade it thretty.^ 

<^ 'Did I ? I dinna.mmd tbat I did,*^' an* 
swered Diitnbiedike& ^< But whatever I 
said ni stand to.'' Then bestriding hia 
steed with some difficulty ^.be added, *<Dii». 
na ye think poor Jeanie's een wi' the teas» 
in them glanced like lamour beads,' Air 
Saddletree r ' 

^* I' kenna muekle about women's een» 
laird^? replied the insensible BartboUne; 
^^ and I care jusfc as little. I wuss J were 
as-weel free o' theie tongues ; though few 
wives/^ he added, reconducting the nec^sity 
of keeping, up hia character fcnr domestic 
rulCj <^ are under better command than 
mine. Laird: I allow neither perdueUioci 
nor IsBise-inajesty against my sdyereigu* au« 
thority.'* 

The Laird saw nothing so impoi*tant ia 
this observation as to call: for a. r^oin^es. 
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and when they had exdhanged a mute sa«- 
lutation, they parted in peace i^oa th«ir 
diffisrent errands. 
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